
Reconnecting Lacey Creek  
to 99 Acres of Historic  
Meadow Floodplain
Historically 99 acres, Lacey Upper Meadow 
is now only 72 acres, degraded, and soil is 
eroding from both natural sources and more 
than a century of sheep grazing. Located in the 
northwest corner of the Middle Truckee River 
Watershed, Lacey Creek flows through Lacey 
Upper and Lower Meadows into Webber Lake 
which is the headwaters of the Little Truckee 
River – the largest single tributary to the  
Truckee River. 

Lacey Creek was diverted for agriculture sometime between 
1955 and 1966, and further channelized alongside a nearby  
road, eliminating stream flow in the historic meandering  
meadow channels. As a result, the meadow is very dry,  
conifer encroachment is prevalent, and wildlife habitat has  
been severely degraded.

In partnership with the Truckee Donner Land Trust and  
U.S. Forest Service – Tahoe National Forest, construction to 
restore and enhance Lacey Upper Meadow will begin this 
August. The meadow will be restored along with 3,500 feet of 
natural stream channel by grading and channel fill, woody debris 
jams, riffle construction, and revegetation. Late season flow of 
water will return along with more suitable habitat for sensitive 
status species like the bald eagle, northern goshawk and marten.  
These changes will improve resiliency to changes in our climate 
now and into the future.

It takes a dedicated team to do what we do. Thank you to our partners –  
Truckee Donner Land Trust & U.S. Forest Service – Tahoe National Forest.

Thank you to the funders who are making this work possible, the donors of the  
Truckee River Watershed Council, California Wildlife Conservation Board and  
California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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Lacey Upper 
Meadow

Donated photos are credited. All others are owned  
by Truckee River Watershed Council.

ABOVE: Lacey Upper Meadow  
is drying out and lodgepole pines 

are encroaching. Straightening  
of the creek channel has resulted in 

a reduction of meadow landscape 
from 99 acres to 72 acres.

RIGHT: Lacey Creek once  
meandered through Upper  

Lacey Meadow —recharging 
groundwater and sustaining wet 

meadowlands. Now, stream 
banks are falling in, eroding, and 

preventing the creek from  
wetting the meadow surface.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Restoration happens now  
so our watershed can  
be healthier and more  
resilient forever.
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River Talks. The Truckee River watershed is  
a place full of beautiful meadows, streams,  
and forests that we all care about. Join us for  
a 30-minute presentation (virtual or in-person) 
about past impacts to the Truckee River 
watershed, what we are doing to restore it,  
why it’s important to protect it, and how you  
can help us create a resilient future for our 
community and our watershed. 

• Hear about our restoration projects and  
get updates on our work

• Meet and connect with fellow nature-lovers

Call Sue at 530.550.8760, x5

Become an Ambassador. Connect others to help address the problems facing our watershed.  
Invite 10 of your friends and host your own River Talk and learn more about our work!  
We will provide the presentation. Call Sue at 530.550.8760, x5

Truckee River Day, October 16, 2022.  
Connect at the source. Engage in a solution 
and work with family, friends, and your 
community to help repair our mountain  
home. Volunteers will: 

• Restore selected sites
• Plant native vegetation
• Protect sensitive areas
• Create resiliency to buffer drought,  

flood, and wildfire

Call Michele at 530.550.8760, x4

 
 
AdoptAStream. Participate in important  
chemistry monitoring through our Adopt-A-Stream  
program. We train and equip you to practice  
watershed science:

• Monitor water temperature
• Measure conductivity
• Assess chemical pH readings
• Evaluate dissolved oxygen
• Measure turbidity
• Collect nutrient samples

Call Eben at 530.550.8760, x7

CONTACT US

Phone 
530.550.8760 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 8568 
Truckee, CA 96162

Street Address 
10418 Donner Pass Road 
Truckee, CA

info@truckeeriverwc.org 
www.truckeeriverwc.org
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Volunteer to Help Restore Forever 
Everyone can take part in restoring our watershed for  
future generations.
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How Do I Get Involved?

SUBSCRIBE to our weekly 
e-newsletter and follow us on 
social media to stay up to date 
with upcoming events.

FIND A PROGRAM OR EVENT 
you’re interested in and RSVP  
to the staff member.

Truckee River Day volunteers help with creek 
restoration at Martis Wildlife Area.

AdoptaStream volunteers conduct dissolved 
oxygen and other tests which provides an important 
metric for the quality of instream habitat.
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How We Are Restoring Forever

As I’ve been doing this restoration work and talking with our 
community about climate change, I see many are worried, afraid, 
and often frustrated by the scale and urgency of the problems. 
One of the most rewarding parts of my job is to flip that anxiety 
around into optimism by implementing work that helps prevent 
the impacts of the climate crisis. 

We are mitigating the climate crisis by creating resilient forests, 
protecting water quality, restoring critical habitat, and bringing 
the community together. In the past two years, we restored over 
800 acres of forests and habitat in Independence Forest, Alpine 
Meadows, Russel Valley, Donner Memorial State Park, Sardine 
Meadow, and more. Those restored places now buffer wildfires, 
filter out pollution, and slow flood waters. We worked to increase 
water releases out of Prosser, Stampede, and Boca dams to 
improve flows for miles of stream – making better habitat for fish 
and birds—so their numbers can increase. In 2021, hundreds of 
volunteers came out, in-person, for Truckee River Day to work at 

a dozen restoration sites—they put their hands in the dirt, their 
boots in the water, and restored Dry Creek Forest, Bear Creek, 
and Sardine Meadow. 

What we have learned from recent years is that we have limited 
time to build more resilient natural “infrastructure” that can help  
protect our community from droughts, floods, and fires. We need 
to protect our meadows that are working overtime to be able to  
slow catastrophic fires. We need to restore historically damaged 
streams to their best health, so they have the capacity to give 
back. And we need to treat forests in a way that balances our 
relationship with public safety, recreation, and biodiversity. 

We know that many of you reading this deeply value the 
beauty and benefits of our mountain home. It is this value that 
motivates us to do the work we do each day. I hope you enjoy 
reading about some of our ongoing projects that are making our 
watershed and community more resilient by Restoring Forever.

A Note from Lisa Wallace,  
Executive Director
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How Does My Gift  
Make a Difference?
Every donation to the Truckee River 
Watershed Council is invaluable,  
but did you know when you donate 
to TRWC, your gift doesn’t just  
help us keep on lights on—it can be 
leveraged in grant applications to 
fund our projects. Each project first 
requires fundraising for building a 
partnership, planning, permitting, 
and engineering design well before 
dirt can be moved or vegetation  
can be planted. Your $100 donation 
grows to $10,000 through grants! 
Interested in giving? Visit our 
website: www.truckeeriverwc.org 

Wildflowers 
blooming near 

Bear Creek
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Restoration Lifespan
Restoration projects take many years from start to finish. 
Scoping and inventory analysis kickstart a project.  
This technical study of the proposed restoration area 
allows us to identify, understand the cause of, and 
propose solutions to correct damage to the watershed. 
This process then informs the design. 

Designing a project requires detailed surveying and 
hydraulic modeling to develop grading and revegetation 
plans as well as cost estimates. In the construction 
phase, we bring in the heavy equipment, and implement 
the big (and small) fixes to the watershed. Monitoring 
of a project site follows construction to measure success 
and determine any additional steps needed to increase 
a project’s effectiveness. Full benefit of many restoration 
projects can take anywhere from 25-50 years. 

Working at these time scales takes long-term 
commitment and is only possible with a dedicated 
community like you supporting our work. Donations  
to TRWC are used in pre-construction project phases 
which can cost between $250K and $750K per project. 
Once a design is finalized, we apply for state and  
federal grants to fund the construction phase of  
a project which can cost between $1 million and  
$3 million per project.
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A few of our 2022 project work locations, highlighted above, are described  
in this newsletter. 

Upper Lacey 
Meadow 
Restoration

Donner  
Lake  

Lagoon 
Restoration

Independence 
Forest Health
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Independence  
Forest Health
Reestablishing a Resilient  
Forest Ecosystem

Over the past decade, the Watershed Council has deployed 
over $1 million for healthy forests, and we are doing more this 
summer. As we’ve experienced the threat of intense wildfires 
nearby, we are increasing our involvement in forest health 
projects to help our mountain home be more resilient and 
adaptable to fire. 

Our Independence Forest Health project near Little Truckee 
Summit began in June with treating approximately 430 acres of 
overstocked forest stands. A history of intense logging followed 
by over 100 years of fire suppression has resulted in young, 
densely packed forests that are highly susceptible to wildfire 
and other disturbances. Small diameter trees, brush, and other 
flammable materials within the project area are being removed 
and prescribed burning will be utilized as conditions allow. 
This work improves forest ecosystem resiliency, creates a more 
heterogeneous landscape, removes hazardous and concentrated 
fuels, and reduces the risk of catastrophic wildfire.

Additionally, fuels reduction treatments are being done in a 
manner that does not damage trees being left behind. Buffers 
have been created around riparian zones to limit ground 
disturbance in any stream and riparian areas. Meadows, springs, 
seeps, and wet areas are being protected along with sensitive 
species and their habitat. 

Restoring the forest in the Independence Creek Basin 
increases ecosystem resiliency by providing habitat for key 
species including the northern goshawk and maarten. It also 
helps protect headwater streams and tributaries including 
Independence Creek and the Little Truckee River. 

It takes a dedicated team to do what we do. Thank you to our partner –  
U.S. Forest Service – Tahoe National Forest. 

Thank you to the funders who are making this work possible – the donors  
of the Truckee River Watershed Council and the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 
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FAR LEFT:  
Dense trees  
at are a high
risk factor for 
catastrophic fire. 

LEFT:  
By thinning  
the forest  
and removing  
brush from the 
forest floor we 
reduce risk and 
protect both  
the health of our 
watershed and  
our community  
for the future.
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T Did you know thinner forests increase the health of our watershed by 
decreasing competition for scarce water resources. Healthy forests: 
• Support a range of ages and 

species of trees and shrubs 
• Create a greater diversity of habitat
• Support strong root systems that 

prevent erosion

• Are more resistant to disease  
and insects 

•	 Incorporate	fire	as	a	tool	rather	
than a threat

• Improve movement of water 
through the watershed
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2022 LEADERSHIP GIFT
Allevity Employer Soulutions
Richard Anderson
Kathleen Eagan
Dave Giacomini
Nancy Gisko 
Rich Gresham
Kenny and Davina Hanson
Jake Hudson
Ron Hunter
Joan Jones
Cadie Olsen
Palisades Tahoe 
Annie Rosenfeld
Joanne Roubique
Gerry Salontai
Gail Stephens
Nancy Wallis

$1,000 – $9,999
Anonymous (3)
Ann and Bruce Ajari
Arlene Becker
Coralie and Joe Burgess
Betsy and Greg Chovanes
Christopher Chua
Kristi Denton and Tom Cohen
David and Dana Loury Foundation
Nancy and Don Davis
Mary and John Eaton
Margaret Lewicki and  
Ernie Grossman
Hanford ARC
Lisa and Jan Holan
Barbara and Fred Ilfeld
Carrie Jensen
Jeri and Jeff Johnson
Daniel Kwong
Carol and Bill Leimbach
Susan Ellis and Mark Linton
Liz and Bob Nagle
Nugget Market, Inc. 
Mary and Rob Palmer
Victoria Paul and  
Betsy Garties Paul
Julie Ray
Dana and Jose Rivero
Kathryn and John Rohlf
Alix Rosenthal
Claudine and Sean Ryan
Laura and Mike Ryan
Lisa and Ken Smith
Southwest Gas Corporation
Tahoe Oral Surgery  
and Implant Center 

$500 – $999
Anonymous (2)
Tamara Anderson
Sierra Stevens-McGeever  
and David Benaron
Heidi and Paul Cavagnolo
Paula and John Cherry
Rylan Cordova
Tamara and Mark Crownover 
Karyn and John Ellis
Jeanette and Trevor Fagerskog
Nancy Light and Chris Fichtel
Patrick Flora
James C. Gaither Jr.

Michael Gallart
Brenda Gilbert
Julie Elmen and Ken Gruys
Davina and Kenny Hanson
Keri and Michael Harvey
Denise and George Hastings
Laura and Ed Heneveld
Mary Buxton and Ron Hess  
in memory of Frank Pisciotta
Dot Ingels and Family 
Meghan and John Jewett
Anna and Sven Klovstad
Kolsa Family Fund
Alida Labia
Lahontan Golf Club
Chilton Lee
Seoni Llanes and Jack Macy
Barbara and Dan Maher
Carole and Stephen Mahoney
Michael Millman
Jim Mitchell
John Morgan
MWA Inc.
Rory O’Farrell
Cadie and Dave Olsen
Outsight
Renee Pawlak and Jose Pastor
Jeff Patrick, Social Stream 
Bianca Perla
Marina and Robert Phillips
Steven Poncelet
Lynn Richardson
Lil Schaller
Susan Burt and David Schneider
Kristine Shahmirza
Chuck Sievert
Michael Smith
Lonnie Sortor
Structerra, Inc. 
Tahoe Marina Lakefront 
Homeowners 
Brita Tryggvi and Art Takaki
Mary Alice and Bill Thauvette

$100 – $499
Anonymous (6)
Lorin and Peter A’Costa
Beth Anderson
Elizabeth and Thomas Archer
Annie Ballard
Diane and Charlie Barrett
Linda Beeson Rust
Alison Bermant, Attorney at Law
Sue and John Henry Beyer
Lynn and Jim Booth
Troy Brandt
Anne and Randy Braun
Edith and Noel Brown
Laura and Jeff Brown
Linda Brown
Michael Brown
Suzanne and Stuart Bryan
Becky Bucar
Shannon Buhler
Russell Burton
Anne Chadwick
Suzanne and Jock Christie
Dorothy and Don Christman
Mary Ellen Clifford
Dianne and Brent Collinson
Barbara and Ed Czerwinski
Carole and Dwight Davenport
Gary Davis
Erin de Lafontaine
Gary Deis
Mary Hetherington  
and Tom Deurloo
Stephanie Gantos and  
Clint Dickson
Kathy and John Echols

Merle and Michael Fajans
Sheldon Felich
Sonia and Matt Folsom
Philip Forsberg in memory  
of Michael Sodergren
Irene Fredericks
David Gant
Teresa and Greg Garrison
Claire and Claeton Giordano
Jeff Glazner
Rolf Godon
Sara and Bill Goerke
Barbara and Geoff Griffin
Marlaine and Rich Griffin
Marcia and Charles Growdon
Joella Gustafson
Carol and Peter Halberstadt
Josh Hall
Jerusha and Jason Hall,  
Hall Tree
Janet and Roy Hardiman
Chris and Marsha Harley
Tom Harvey
Deirdre Henderson
Beth Christman and  
Jim Herzman
Kathleen Halat and  
John Hillstrom
Aaron Holliday
Amy Horne
Maureen Horvath
Karine Wagner and  
Bill Houdyschell
Kaitlin Backlund and Ron Hunter
Rachel Hutchinson
Iacopi, Lenz & Company 
Erik Johnson
Karen and Norman Justesen
Lori Kelley
Sonya and Rob Koster
Joan and Bill Kreamer
Carol Kulchawik
Michelle and Peter Kulchawik
Susan Levitsky
Jasmine and Jeremy Lin
Robie and Dean Litchfield
Little Truckee Ice Creamery
Angie Loukos
Jeff Loux
Carol and Craig Lundin
Ann and Robert Lyman
Carol and Ian MacKinlay
Kathy and Jerry Manifold
Angela and Nicholas Martin
Ann McBride
Phyllis and Rick McConn
Tina and Paul McEnroe  
in memory of James Krieg 
Lynn and Donald McKechnie
Kathy and Tom McLaughlin
Michael K. Miller Insurance 
Services Inc. 
Suzanne and Scott Montgomery
Elizabeth Moore
Stef and Andy Morris
Laurie Murphy in memory  
of James Krieg 
Steve Nakajima
Stephanie Nistler
Mike O’Brien
Linda and Bob Ott
Ann Page
Dennis Pagones
Jackie Patterson
Carol Pauli
Paula Polley
Marianne and Jim Porter
Michele and  
Chummy Prestowitz
Eric Riemer
Toni and Gerald Rockwell

Michelle Roias
Annie Rosenfeld
Linda and Brook Russon  
in memory of Irving Zaleon
Bev and Terry Rust
Deb Ryan
Tim Ryan
Maureen Schilling
Catherine Schnurrenberger
Carol Meagher and Spin Shaffer
Brooke Chabot and David Shaw
Wendy Shelton
Naomi Silvergleid
Charlene and Dan Simmons
Soil Tech, Inc. 
Sue Spain
Lydia and Jim Stang
Kara Steeland
Audrey Yee and Michael Steiner
Jody and Bill Sterling
Carla and Thomas Stokes
Straus Chin Family Fund
Suzanne and Shaun Sullivan
Tanya Sullivan
Heather and John Svahn
Aaron Svitana
Eben Swain
Rachel Swift
Jan and Dennis Switick
Tahoe Legacy Homes
Eric Taxer
The Olympic Club in memory  
of James Krieg
Jeremy Thomas
Lorna and David Tirman
Colombe and Blake Tresan
Keri Tully
Judy and Tim Tweedie
Susi and Gene Urie
Cathy and David Valle
Lauren and Luke Van Loon
Linda and David VanderJagt
Debbie and Ralph Vigil  
in memory of Kit Kelly
Deirdra Walsh
Mary Lou and Gene Welch
Bill Wendin
Knute Anscomb and  
Peter Werbel
Susan M. Williams
Pat and Rich Witherspoon
Steve Woo
Marty and Brad Woods

$0 – $99
Anonymous (4)
Maria Del Sol and  
Luis Adolfo Gimenez
Cheryl Allen
Jeff Alpert
Carmelita A. Andia
Grant Barta
Arthur Beauchamp
Mary Ellen and Stegan Benier
Jennifer Jennings and  
Michael Bledsoe
Leealyn Brandt
Hedi Burkhart
Doug Burnett
Joan and Dale Bush
Patricia and Paul Cardoza
Danka and Carly Carlson
Meghan Christie
Sue Cole
Ginny Conboy
Bill Copren
Karen Ellis and Doug Coulter
Gayle Dana
Sherrill Dana
Alicia Doherty
Susan Egnoto
John Endres

Jonathan Falker
Betsy and Larry Ford
Kristine Thorn and Joe Franklin
Paloma and Paul Friedman
Connie and Skip Gast
Marilyn and Al Glynn
Anne and Dan Goeschl
Colleen and Dan Gomez
Kathe and Rich Gresham
Gudrun Dybdal and Jon Gresley
Michelle Devine and  
Peter Grosser
Sharon and Larry Guidi
Jonathan Guy
Elaine and Michael Hamilton
Susan Harvey in honor  
of Michael Harvey
Jane Hayes
Allison Holmes
Muriel Lisa Rose, PA-C and 
Michael Hudick in honor  
of Bill Wendin
Lillian Jamison
Loui and David Janecky
Doug Jones
Sara Taddo and Greg Jones
Andie and Scott Keith
Niki Kompaniez
Denise and Peter Kraatz
Tyler Ladinsky in honor  
of Michael Harvey
Jean and Andrew Lange
Linda and Gilbert Larish
Debra Lemke
Chuck Levitan
Daniel Levy
Laurel and Tom Lippert
Krystle Lucci
Petronila Esther Mandeno
Jenny and Eric McAllister
Barbara and Gerald Meral
Julie and Steve Mikulic
Alyce Miller
Själla Schneekloth and  
Robert Miller
Patricia Minor
Erin Murphy in honor  
of Lucetta Swift
Lynn and Bill Newhall
Philippa Nigg
Molly and David Odell
Wyatt Ogilvy
Joy and James Phoenix
Rachael and Andrew Posada  
in honor of Jessica Keller
Sally Postlethwaite
Sarah Murphy and  
Johnny Ramos
Diana and Phillip Ratto
Nicole and Stephen Reitter
Malcolm Ridenour in honor  
of Kyle Ridenour
Shari and Tim Riggs
Lindsay and Jorge Rojas
Marit Roman
Darla Rosenfeld in memory  
of Arthur Chacon
Rachel and Andy Rost 
Linda Scott
Teri Smith
Cindy Stewart
Ruth and Shree Subhash 
Lucetta Swift
Tahoe Gifting Co.
Tahoe Mountain Lodging
Keith Taylor
Sarah Trebilcock
Jerry Wager
Nancy and Steve Wasserman
Nancy Wilkins
Lara and Kraig Wilson
Jennifer Zaayer

We thank the 
following donors 
who have contributed since 
November 2020. Together, 
they provide the resources 
to fund solutions to protect, 
enhance and restore the 
Truckee River watershed.

If we missed or misidentified you, please let us know: 530.550.8760 x5
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Thank you members of the Together for the  
Truckee Society. Your multi-year generosity has shaped  
the Truckee River Watershed Council‘s work and inspires meaningful  
changes in our community and watershed. Thank you for your support.

PRESERVE THE WATERSHED – $10,000 A YEAR FOR 5 YEARS

Granite Peak Management
Laird Norton Family Foundation
Northstar California/Vail Resorts 

EpicPromise
Gail and Rick Stephens
Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation

PROTECT THE RIVER – $5,000 A YEAR FOR 5 YEARS

Anonymous (1)
Dagny and John Borcich in memory  
of Stephen F. Martin
FiftyFifty Brewing Company
Julia Gold
Habitat Restoration Sciences,  
a Dudek Company
Joan and Russ Jones /Jones Corda  
Construction / Truckee River Winery
Cheryl and Grady Kromer

Marc Lamb
Mountain Hardware and Sports
Palisades Tahoe
Raley’s
Sierra Mountain Mortgage, Inc.
Teichert/Stonebridge Properties
Truckee River Rafting /  
Bell & Courcier Families
Diane and Bill Zuendt

RESTORE A STREAM – $1,000 A YEAR FOR 5 YEARS

Anonymous (3)
Allevity Employer Soulutions
Carole Sesko and Richard Anderson
Alicia and Andy Barr
Patty Lomanto and Bob Bell
Gale Rankin and Vicente Bonnard
Juliet Bradley
Carmen Carr
Theresa and Richard Crocker
Ellen and Joffa Dale
Nancy D’Amico
Nancy and Henry DeNero
Dickson Realty
Amanda and Rick Dill
Sue and Kevin Drake
Kathleen Eagan and Jim Duffy
Elizabeth and John Eaton
Vivian and Bruce Euzent
Mark Girard in memory of Mark Girard Jr. 
Nancy and Max Gisko
Colleen and David Haig
Cheryl and Dan Hansford
Suzy and Greg Hill

Greg Hovorka
Lauren and Jake Hudson
Cora Lea and WL Jenkins
Jane and Ron Jenny
Melissa Kaime
Loran Killar
Adrianne and Sheldon Kimber
Susan and Steve Kitson
Mary and James Koons
Barb and Ed Larson
Jan and Tony Lashbrook
Janet and David Lowell
Christney and Bill McGlashan
Melanie and Jim Nangle
Larry Oliver
Susie and Breck Overall
Pacific Crest Wealth Planning
Marti and Michael Park
Tina and Andy Peek
PlumpJack Inn
Mary E. Reilley
Bonnie and Keith Riley
Joanne Roubique

Carol and Michael Sabarese
Cindy and Gerry Salontai
San Francisco Fly Casting Club
Silver Sage Center for Family Medicine
Sue and John Sorensen
Wendy Sumner
Tahoe Truckee Flyfishers
Taylor Builders, LLC
Suzanne and Charlie Thornton
 Truckee Tahoe Lumber Co.
Carol Patterson and Peg Van Camp
Erin and Val Videgain
Christine Villaman
Lisa Wallace and Family
Nancy and Owens Wallis
Rosemary and Larry Ward
Ward-Young Architecture & Planning
Lynne and Ken Weakley
Colleen and Paul Wilford
Mike “Spoon” Witherspoon
Barbie and William Witmer

Bella Vista Foundation

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Lahontan Region Water Quality Control Board

California Natural Resources Agency

California Sierra Nevada Conservancy

California State Water Resources Control Board

California Wildlife Conservation Board

Laird Norton Family Foundation

The Martis Fund

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Nevada County 

Patagonia

Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation

TC Energy Foundation

Truckee River Fund of the Community Foundation of North-
ern Nevada

Truckee River Legacy Foundation

Truckee Tahoe Airport District

Truckee Tourism Business Improvement District

U.S. Forest Service

Thank you to these Grantors 
for supporting our work.

If we missed or misidentified you or  
your organization, please let us know:  

530.550.8760 x5
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Restoring Hydrologic Function  
to a Recreation Area 

The Donner Lake Lagoon project is a small, but 
mighty, restoration project taking place later this 
summer. The project area includes 1.5 acres of riparian 
habitat and 300 feet of streambank located in a highly 
trafficked day-use area of Donner Memorial State 
Park at the east end of Donner Lake. This park boasts 
more than 200,000 visitors annually. Donner Lagoon 
is a beautiful place for beach-going, kayaking, and 
wildlife-watching; however, years of heavy recreation 
has resulted in streambank destabilization along 
the lagoon, loss of vegetation and habitat, poor 
recreational access, and user conflicts. 

In partnership with California State Parks, we will 
stabilize 300 feet of streambank, restore scarce 
riparian and wetland habitat, protect hydrologic function, and 
improve visitor access and facilities. The project plan includes 
designated access for non-motorized boats and swimmers, 
improve existing picnic areas, and will provide valuable natural 
and cultural resource protection, information, and interpretation. 

When finished, Donner Lake Lagoon will be a revitalized 
recreational area where park-goers can experience first-hand  
the benefits of restoration. 

Construction is planned to begin in September and will be 
completed by October 2022.

It takes a dedicated team to do what we do. Thank you to our partner –  
California State Parks.

Thank you to the funders who are making this work possible – the donors  
of the Truckee River Watershed Council and the California Wildlife  
Conservation Board.

Giving With Greater Impact

Donner Lake 
Lagoon

Giving With Greater Impact
Three tax-efficient gifting ideas:

• Gift appreciated shares of stock or mutual funds. For those who itemized 
deductions on their tax return, most will be able to deduct the full value of shares 
gifted, while avoiding the taxation of the unrealized capital gains of the shares.

• Qualified Charitable Distributions. For IRA owners aged 70½ and above, you may 
gift your required minimum distribution to your favorite non-profit or charitable organizations. What 
would normally be taxed as ordinary income, isn’t reportable income on your tax return. 

• A charitable gift through a Donor Adviser Fund (DAF). For those who contribute cash, securities,  
or other assets to a DAF most will be able to take an immediate tax deduction and grow your money 
tax free in the DAF while waiting to decide how to use the donations. (Scan/point your phone camera 
at the QR Code to the right to learn more about DAFs.)

Ask your tax professional how these strategies may work for you.
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Vegetation loss, denuded soil, erosion, tree mortality and undercutting along 
roughly 300 feet of streambank degrade user experience, wildlife habitat,  
and water quality.


