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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
The Truckee River Watershed Council (TRWC) prepared an Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/Proposed MND) in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) to address the environmental consequences of the proposed Martis Wildlife 
Area Restoration Project (Project), which consists of stream and habitat restoration on Martis 
Creek and tributaries to the creek. The project is located in Martis Valley, California, approximately 
three miles south of the Town of Truckee within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Martis Creek 
Lake and Dam Project. 
 
The Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND was circulated for public and agency review from 
February 2, 2018 to March 5, 2018 (32 days). NCSD received one comment letter on the Public 
Review Draft IS/Proposed MND during the public comment period. This Final IS/MND includes 
this comment letter and NCSD’s response. This document and the Public Review Draft 
IS/Proposed MND together constitute the Final IS/MND for the Project.  
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2.0 COMMENT AND RESPONSE TO COMMENT ON THE PUBLIC REVIEW 
DRAFT IS/PROPOSED MND 

 
NCSD received one letter on the Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND during the public 
comment period. The letter was received from the Sacramento Office of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on March 5, 2018. The letter and NCSD’s response to the letter are included as 
follows. 
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2.1 Comment Letter from the Sacramento Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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2.2 Response to Comment Letter from the Sacramento Office of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

 
Thank you for your comment letter on the proposed project. The Initial Study (IS) prepared for 
the project recognizes Lahontan cutthroat trout (LCT) habitat in the project area and the potential 
for LCT to migrate into the project area from Martis Creek Lake given that California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) annually stocks the lake with LCT fingerlings. 
Overall, the long term impacts of project activities are expected to improve and increase 
conditions favorable to LCT, including increasing pools close to cover and velocity breaks, and 
improving vegetated stream banks. The IS includes Mitigation Measure BIO.4 (below for 
reference) to avoid any adverse impacts to LCT. 
 

Mitigation Measure BIO.4) Machinery, fencing and construction of check dams or of log 
jams shall not prevent the movement of LCT throughout their range through the project 
area. Check dams and log jams shall not be constructed to a height and width that would 
prevent upstream or downstream travel. In addition, the following Best Management 
Practices shall be adhered to: 

• The adopted construction schedule shall avoid scheduling instream work during the 
spawning or migration seasons of resident or migratory fish, including LCT. A 
qualified fisheries biologist shall be consulted to determine those period when 
instream work should be avoided due to fish migration and spawning. Typically 
LCT spawn between April and July (USFWS 2013). Surveys for fish and other 
aquatic organisms shall be conducted prior to dewatering and subsequently removed 
from the area to be dewatered in accordance with a CDFW approved dewatering 
plan 

• The Restoration Design Plans shall identify measures that delineate and provide 
specifications for any water crossings to minimize heavy equipment entry into or 
crossing water as is practicable 

 
Because the impact analysis assumes the potential for LCT to be present in the project area and 
includes measures to avoid adverse impacts to LCT, the project sponsor, Truckee River 
Watershed Council (TRWC), does not plan to conduct additional surveys for LCT within the 
project area. TRWC also notes that multiple field surveys conducted since 2009 by North Fork 
Associates and Dudek for the Martis Valley Regional Trail Project did not detect LCT in Martis 
Creek. TRWC will continue to coordinate with  CDFW regarding appropriate protection for LCT 
as the permitting and environmental review for the project proceeds. In particular, adequate 
protection of LCT will be revisited as part of the CDFW Section 1602 permitting process. 
 
The Initial Study also recognizes the presence of Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (SNYLF) 
habitat in the project area, though, as referenced in your letter, recent surveys have not detected 
the presence of the frog in Martis Valley, and, given the identified presence of predatory trout, 
SNYLF is unlikely to be present. We appreciate your recommendations and reference to 
development of restoration design features beneficial to the SNYLF. The proposed project will 
improve habitat suitability for SNYLF consistent with several of the recommendations cited in 
your letter. In particular the project will provide basking sites along and within aquatic habitat, 
increase habitat complexity along restored sections of stream, increase the presence of riparian 
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vegetation that may provide cover habitat, and restore fluvial processes that will maintain and 
create habitat into the future. The project does not include the creation of off-channel aquatic 
habitat that is inaccessible to SNYLF predatory fish; however, such features may occur over time 
with maturation of the restoration project. TRWC will consider the recommendations cited for 
improved SNYLF habitat for future restoration projects. 
 
3.0 UPDATES TO THE PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT IS/PROPOSED MND 
 
There are no editorial additions, corrections, clarifications or other changes of any kind to the 
Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND as a result of comments received during the public 
comment period. This document and the Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND constitute the 
Final IS/MND for the project. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CEQA Findings for the Truckee River Watershed Council  
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

 
 
DATE: March 21, 2018        
 
TO:  District Board Members 
 
FROM: Eric Martin, District Engineer 
 

• SUBJECT: Resolution 18-XX Adopting CEQA Findings for the Truckee River 
Watershed Council Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

 
BACKGROUND: The Truckee River Watershed Council developed the Martis Wildlife 

Area Restoration Project to improve ecological function of the Martis Creek 
watershed via restoration of various reaches on Martis Creek and tributaries 
to Martis Creek. 

  
 Prior to construction of this work, California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) permitting is required.  The District has partnered with Watershed 
Council to act as the lead agency for California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) permitting for the Project. 

 
DISCUSSION: A Mitigated Negative Declaration and associated Mitigation, 

Monitoring and Reporting Program has been prepared by the Watershed 
Council’s consultant, Sierra Ecosystem Associates, to satisfy CEQA 
permitting for the project.  If this finding is approved by the Board, a notice 
of determination shall be filed within five working days with the State Office 
of Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse) and with the Placer County 
Clerk. 

  
FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS: None  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Resolution 18-XX Adopting CEQA Mitigated Negative 

Declaration for the Truckee River Watershed Council Martis Wildlife Area 
Restoration Project. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:    

1. Resolution 18-XX 
2. Administrative Draft Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration  
3. Final Mitigated Negative Declaration  
4. Notice of Determination 

  

DATE PREPARED:  March 12, 2018 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NORTHSTAR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION 18-XX 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
NORTHSTAR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT  

CERTIFYING MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE  
MARTIS WILDLIFE AREA RESTORATION PROJECT 

 

AS A BASIS AND PREMISE for this Resolution, the Board of Directors of the Northstar Community 
Services District (Northstar CSD) finds as follows: 
 

1. The Truckee River Watershed Council, in partnership with the Northstar Community Services 
District (District), proposes to implement the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project that will 
improve ecological function of the Martis Creek watershed via restoration of various reaches on 
Martis Creek and tributaries to Martis Creek (hereinafter “Project”); and  
 

2. The Project will include restoration activities such as (i) grading creek banks to reduce streambank 
erosion and improve floodplain function; (ii) introducing bioengineered check dams to increase 
water surface elevations; (iii) replacing aging and failed culverts; and (iv) restoring native plant 
communities; and 
 

3. The District is the lead agency for the project under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq; and 
 

4. The Truckee River Watershed Council has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), 
which analyzes the environmental consequences of the proposed project in compliance with CEQA 
and the CEQA Guidelines as set forth in Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of Regulations; 
and 
 

5. The MND consists of the Draft MND, supporting Initial Study (IS), technical appendices, a 
Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program, and the Final MND, which contains the Responses 
to Comments received on the Draft MND.   
 

6. The Draft MND was circulated for the required 30-day public review period between February 2, 
2018 and March 5, 2018.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, having considered all the written and documentary evidence, the administrative 
record, oral testimony, and other evidence presented, the Northstar CSD Board of Directors resolves as 
follows: 
 

Section 1. The Northstar CSD Board finds that the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Martis 
Wildlife Area Restoration Project (herein MND) which consists of the Draft MND and the Final MND 
(Response to Comments) (collectively the “MND”) has been completed in accordance with the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines.  
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Section 2. The Northstar CSD Board certifies that the MND was prepared, published, circulated 

and reviewed in accordance with the requirements of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines, and 
constitutes an adequate, accurate, objective and complete MND in full compliance with the requirements of 
CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.  
 

Section 3. The Northstar CSD Board certifies that the MND has been presented to the Board, and 
the Board has reviewed the MND and has considered the information contained in the MND prior to acting 
on the proposed Project, and that the MND reflects the Northstar CSD Board’s independent judgment and 
analysis.  

 
Section 4. Pursuant to Guidelines section 15091(e), the documents and other materials that 

constitute the record of proceedings upon which the Northstar CSD Board has based its decision are 
located in and may be obtained from, the Northstar CSD Office at 900 Northstar Drive, Northstar, 
California 96161.  The Secretary of the Northstar CSD Board, James Bowling, is the custodian of records 
for all matters before the Board, and can be reached at (530) 550-6127. 
 
 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY PASSED at a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Northstar Community Services District held on March 21, 2018, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:    

NOES:   

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

Signed and approved by me after its passage this 21st day of February, 2018. 

 

 

   _____________________________________ 
   By:  Cathy Stewart, President of the Board of Directors                
           Northstar Community Services District 

 ATTEST: 

 

 _____________________________________ 
 By:  James Bowling, Secretary of the Board of Directors 
         Northstar Community Services District 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 
The Truckee River Watershed Council (TRWC) is proposing the Martis Wildlife Area 
Restoration Project (Project), which consists of stream and habitat restoration on Martis Creek 
and tributaries to the creek. Objectives for the proposed project include improving the ecological 
function of the Martis Creek system, increasing the floodplain area, restoring riparian bed and 
aquatic habitat, and reducing excess sedimentation in Martis Creek. Restoration work will 
involve grading creek banks to reduce streambank erosion and improve floodplain function, 
introducing bioengineered check dams to increase water surface elevations, replacing aging and 
failed culverts, and restoring native plant communities. The proposed restoration work would 
take place along Martis Creek and tributaries to Martis Creek in Martis Valley, California. The 
project is approximately three miles south of the Town of Truckee within the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project.  
 
The lead agency for the project is Northstar Community Services District (NCSD). NCSD 
reviewed the prepared Initial Study (IS) to assess the proposed Project’s potential effects on the 
environment and the significance of those effects. Based on the results of the IS, the proposed 
project would not have any significant effects on the environment with the addition of identified 
mitigation measures. Accordingly, NCSD proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) for the project. 
 
The 30-day period for public review and comment on the proposed MND and supporting initial 
study begins February 2, 2018. All comments must be submitted by March 5, 2018. Please 
address written comments to: 
 

Northstar Community Services District 
Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

900 Northstar Drive 
Northstar CA 96161 
Attn: Eric Martin, PE 

 
Comments may also be sent via email to: ericm@northstarcsd.org. For emailed comments, 
please include the project title in the subject line, attach comments in MS Word or Adobe PDF 
format, and include the commenter’s U.S. Postal Service mailing address. 
 
A copy of the IS/Proposed MND can be reviewed at NCSD’s office at the above address or 
online at http://www.northstarcsd.org. For further information regarding the IS/Proposed MND 
and NCSD’s schedule to consider adoption of the document, please contact Eric Martin at (530) 
550-6133. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
This document is an Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/Proposed MND) 
prepared by Truckee River Watershed Council (TRWC) for the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration 
Project (Project) in Martis Valley, California. The document was prepared under the direction of 
the lead agency under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Northstar Community 
Services District (NCSD), and in accordance with CEQA (Public Resources Code Section 21000 
et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, Section 15000 et seq. of the California Code of 
Regulations). The purpose of this IS/Proposed MND is to: 1) determine whether project 
implementation would result in potentially significant or significant effects on the environment; 
and, 2) incorporate mitigation measures into the project design, where feasible, to eliminate the 
project’s potentially significant or significant project effects or reduce them to a less than 
significant level. An IS/MND presents the environmental analysis and substantial evidence 
supporting its conclusions regarding the significance of environmental impacts. Substantial 
evidence may include expert opinion based on facts, technical studies, or reasonable assumptions 
based on facts (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15063[a] and 15064[f]). 
 
CEQA requires that all state and local government agencies consider the environmental 
consequences of projects they propose to implement, or over which they have discretionary 
authority, before implementing or approving those projects. As specified in Section 15367 of the 
CEQA Guidelines, the public agency that has the principal responsibility for carrying out or 
approving a project is the lead agency for CEQA compliance. NCSD has principal responsibility 
for approving the proposed project and is therefore the CEQA lead agency for this IS/Proposed 
MND. 
 
As specified in Section 15064(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, if there is substantial evidence (such 
as the results of an IS) that a project, either individually or cumulatively, may have a significant 
effect on the environment, then the lead agency must prepare an Environmental Impact Report. 
The lead agency may instead prepare a Negative Declaration if it determines there is no 
substantial evidence that the project may cause a significant impact on the environment. The lead 
agency may prepare an MND if, in the course of the IS analysis, it is recognized that the project 
may have a significant impact on the environment but that implementing specific mitigation 
measures would reduce any such impacts to a less-than-significant level (CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15064[f]). 
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
 
2.1 General Information 
 
Project Title:  Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 
 
Lead Agency:  Northstar Community Services District 

900 Northstar Drive 
Northstar CA 96161 

 
 
Contact Person: Eric Martin, PE, District Engineer 

Northstar Community Services District 
(530) 550-6133 
ericm@northstarcsd.org 

 
Project Location: Martis Creek and tributaries are located on parcels of land in Martis 

Valley, California, in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Martis 
Creek Lake and Dam Project, an area of land that encompasses Martis 
Creek Lake, a reservoir managed by USACE, and parcels south of the 
lake. Martis Valley is a valley on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains in Placer County. The project area is approximately three miles 
south of the Town of Truckee. Figure 1 shows the regional location of the 
proposed project. Figure 2 shows the boundaries of the USACE Martis 
Creek Lake and Dam Project. Figure 3 shows the project area. 

 
Project Sponsor: Truckee River Watershed Council 

P.O. Box 8568 
Truckee, CA 96162 
Contact: Project Manager, Michele Prestowitz 
(530) 550-8760 
mprestowitz@truckeeriverwc.org 

 
General Plan Designation: The project falls within areas designated as either Water Influence 

or Open Space in both the Placer County General Plan and the 
Martis Valley Community Plan.  

 
Zoning: The project area is zoned by Placer County as either Water Influence combined 

with Airport Overflight (W-AO) or Open Space combined with Airport Overflight 
(O-AO). The USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Master Plan Update classifies 
lands within the project area as either: low-density recreation, high-density 
recreation, wildlife management, or environmentally sensitive. 
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity 
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Figure 2. USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project 
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Figure 3: Project Area 
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2.2 Project Description and Background 
 

2.2.1 Project Overview 
 
In cooperation with USACE, NCSD and other neighboring land managers, the TRWC developed 
the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project (project) to improve the ecological function of the 
Martis Creek watershed via restoration of five reaches on Martis Creek and additional restoration 
at three small sites, each located on a tributary to Martis Creek. The project is located in Martis 
Valley, California, a large valley in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, approximately three miles 
south of the Town of Truckee. Restoration project work includes: 
 

• removing levees to increase areas subject to overbank flow;  
• grading banks to address incision and reduce streambank erosion;  
• introducing bioengineered check dams and instream log jams to increase water surface 

elevations;  
• replacing failed culverts with a full span bridge to restore stream conveyance and 

continuity; and, 
• restoring and protecting targeted plant communities to improve floodplain function and 

habitat. 
 
The project is expected to improve the resilience and ecological function of the Martis Creek 
watershed by reducing creek erosion and sedimentation transport, reconnecting floodplain areas, 
enhancing impaired meadow habitats and vegetation, and protecting functioning habitats. 
 
The restoration planned for the five reaches along Martis Creek extends along approximately 1.6 
miles of the creek, and includes four reaches south of State Route (SR) 267 and one reach 
immediately north of SR 267. The three additional small sites identified for restoration are all 
located south of SR 267, and include: a) replacement of failed culverts and associated stream 
restoration at an unnamed tributary to the west of Martis Creek (culvert and stream restoration 
site), b) restoration to address channel incision on an approximately 300-foot-long section of an 
unnamed tributary south of Martis Creek and below Lookout Mountain (Lookout Mountain 
Tributary restoration site), and c) resolving a 3- to 4-foot headcut on Middle Martis Creek, just 
east of the confluence between Middle Martis Creek and Martis Creek (headcut restoration site).  
 
The total footprint of the area where restoration activity would take place – including areas 
subject to disturbance by temporary stockpiling of fill or compaction by construction 
equipment—is approximately 12 acres. An approximately 15-acre site on the north side of SR 
267 would be used as the ultimate receiving site for fill. The receiving site for fill is an existing 
disturbed site, previously a rock quarry, where deposited material would be laid to grade and re-
seeded at the completion of the project. Together these two areas encompass approximately 27 
acres and, for the purposes of this document, are referred to as the “area of project impact.” The 
“project area” includes these 27 acres, as well as those existing disturbed sites that would be used 
for equipment staging and the existing roads and trails that would be used to access the 
restoration sites. These access routes include portions of the existing Tompkins Memorial Trail 
(TMT) and an existing volunteer foot trail along Martis Creek. The TMT is an existing gravel 
track that is frequently used by pedestrians and cyclists, and occasionally by maintenance 
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vehicles. The existing volunteer foot trail is an informal but frequently used trail that follows 
Martis Creek from the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot upstream to an intersection with the 
TMT around reach 1 of the creek. The foot trail, much of which will be incidentally removed due 
to grading and other restoration activities, will not be reinstated post project. Including all 
staging sites and access routes the total project area is approximately 30 acres. Figure 3, Project 
Area, shows the areas of project impact and total project area.  
 
Funding for the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project is provided by USACE, NCSD, U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), The Martis Fund, and donors to TRWC. 
 

2.2.2 Background 
 
The Martis Watershed Assessment (Assessment), a report prepared for TRWC in 2012 by 
Balance Hydrologics Inc., provided TRWC with the science and policy information needed to 
direct restoration and conservation projects within the Martis Creek watershed. As identified by 
the Assessment, many stream reaches and sections of meadow in the Martis Creek watershed are 
significantly degraded, with multiple reaches along Martis Creek and tributaries to Martis Creek 
exhibiting channel incision and active erosion. The Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project is 
one of several river and habitat restoration projects TRWC is leading in the Truckee region, and 
the second restoration project TRWC has sponsored in Martis Valley since the Assessment was 
published in 2012. In 2015, TRWC sponsored the Middle Martis Creek Restoration Project, 
which involved restoration of a portion of Middle Martis Creek just east of the project area. 
Construction of the Middle Martis Creek Restoration Project was completed in the fall of 2016. 
 

2.2.3 Design Features and Expected Benefits of Proposed Restoration 
 
Design plans for restoration along Martis Creek were prepared by Balance Hydrologics Inc. 
Design plans for restoration of each of the three project tributary sites were prepared by Natural 
Systems Design. The 95% design plans for Martis Creek and the 60% design plans for the 
tributary sites are included as Appendix B, Restoration Design Plans. The following detail 
describes the proposed restoration planned for each reach of Martis Creek, and for each of the 
three separate tributary sites. 
 

2.2.3.1 Martis Creek Mainstem Restoration 
 
Existing Problem 
 
Each of the five reaches along the Martis Creek mainstem that are targeted for restoration exhibit 
channel incision, erosion, and bank failures, with several 1- to 2-foot headcuts that are actively 
progressing upstream. In addition, several of the reaches contain aged infrastructure from prior 
use of the area that exacerbate erosion and incision processes. This infrastructure includes old 
irrigation ditches, aged diversion structures, and more than 1,000 feet of degraded rip-rap.  
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Restoration Plan 
 

• Reach 1: Grade portions of the streambank channel; fill abandoned irrigation ditches; 
remove old diversion works; introduce three instream wood jams and extend one 
instream wood jam into the floodplain. Instream wood jams would be composed of logs 
and rootwads. 

• Reach 2: No restoration planned. 
• Reach 3: Grade portions of the streambank channel; perform breakout channel 

enhancements; introduce approximately eight bioengineered check dams; introduce four 
instream wood jams; and introduce several buried log-grade controls. Bioengineered 
check dams are small dams used to counteract erosion by reducing water flow velocity 
and raising surface water elevations. Bioengineered check dams introduced along Martis 
Creek would be composed of posts and woven willow branches. 

• Reach 4: Grade portions of the streambank channel; introduce buried log grade controls; 
and introduce three bioengineered check dams. 

• Reach 5: Grade portions of the streambank channel; remove approximately 1,300 square 
feet of rip rap; and introduce buried log grade control. 

• Reach 6: Grade portions of the streambank channel and introduce bioengineered check 
dams.  
 

Expected Benefits 
 
Benefits of the restoration would include: restored floodplain and meadow function, reconnected 
floodplain, and reduced erosion and sediment transport. A memo prepared by Balance 
Hydrologics for TRWC in 2017 estimated a near 100 percent reduction of excessive sediment 
entering the Martis Creek channel at each of the reaches where restoration is planned, resulting 
in an estimated annual reduction of roughly 14 tons of sediment to the creek and an estimated 
total annual sediment retention of roughly 5.1 tons per year. In addition, Balance Hydrologics 
estimated a wet meadow gain of approximately nine acres (Balance Hydrologics Inc. 2017). An 
indirect outcome of the restoration activity will be removal of the existing volunteer foot trail 
along Martis Creek. As this informal foot trail contributes to creek bank instability and erosion, it 
will not be reinstated following project completion; instead, foot traffic will be directed to the 
existing TMT. 
 

2.2.3.2 Culvert Replacement and Stream Restoration  
 
Existing Problem 
 
Failed culverts on the unnamed tributary upstream and west of its confluence with Martis Creek 
have caused streambank erosion. In addition, the failed culverts increase the risk of flood damage 
and erosion to the TMT under which the failed culverts are located. 
 
Restoration Plan 
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Remove the existing road grade and culverts, excavate a new channel, and install a full-span 
bridge measuring approximately 89 feet long and 8 feet 6 inches wide. Channel design would 
involve grading of the floodplain surface and vegetation planting.  
Expected Benefits 
 
Benefits of the restoration would include: improved floodplain connectivity and water 
conveyance, reduced erosion and sediment transport, and unimpaired recreation access with 
resistance to damage from high water events 
 

2.2.3.3 Lookout Mountain Tributary Restoration  
 
Existing Problem 
 
An approximately 200-foot section of the unnamed tributary, referred to for the purpose of this 
document as “Lookout Mountain Tributary,” is incised 2 to 3 feet. Incision is most pronounced 
at the upper end of the meadow and in the vicinity of Jake’s Bridge, with bank erosion which 
appears to be exacerbated by hikers, bikers, and dogs (Balance Hydrologics Inc. 2012). 
 
Restoration Plan 
 
Install up to five incision treatments along approximately 300 feet of the tributary. Incision 
treatments would be composed of logs, with rootwads attached where available, along with 
bundles composed of sapling trees and branches. Existing downed timber in and around the 
restoration site is expected to be the primary source of logs and rootwads for the incision 
treatments. The incision treatments would raise the surface water elevation such that the height 
of Jake’s Bridge would be raised to facilitate pedestrian travel at high water. The anticipated 
increased elevation of surface waters resulting from the restoration project could cause seasonal 
flooding of the area where the existing picnic table at the site is located. Therefore, as part of the 
restoration project, the picnic table would be relocated to a slightly higher elevation on the 
southeast side of the tributary. 
 
Expected Benefits 
 
Benefits of the restoration would include: restored floodplain and meadow function, and reduced 
erosion and sedimentation associated with the existing incision. 

 
2.2.3.4 Middle Martis Creek Headcut Restoration 

 
Existing Problem 
 
Flow concentration and confinement in a single channel has led to channel instability, erosion, 
and headcut development in a number of locations near the Middle Martis Creek crossing of SR 
267. The restoration site associated with this project is a headcut 3 to 4 feet in height and located 
just east of Middle Martis Creek’s confluence with Martis Creek. A headcut is an abrupt vertical 
drop in a stream, like a mini waterfall, that increases erosion and incision, and poses habitat 
connectivity issues for aquatic and riparian species.  
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Restoration Plan 
 
Grade around the headcut and embed logs in the regraded headcut location. In addition, install up 
to seven bioengineered check dams composed of posts and racking bundles (made of saplings 
and branches). 
 
Expected Benefits 
 
Benefits of the restoration would include: restored floodplain and meadow function, and reduced 
erosion and sedimentation associated with the headcut. 
 

2.2.3.5 Post project restoration 
 
Ensuring long-term erosion control, bank stability and vegetative health of the project area is a 
component of all the restoration work. Restoration plans identify standard grading, filling, 
streambank stability, erosion control, and revegetation practices depending on the 
geomorphology of each identified streambank section and the objective of the planned 
restoration. All revegetation work shall be overseen by a certified professional erosion and 
sediment control (CPESC) and shall be documented on a daily basis. Revegetation and erosion 
control details – including details about design of willow wattles, erosion control blankets, 
salvaged sod, coir mats, and required seed mixes – can be found in Appendix B, Restoration 
Design Plans (Balance Hydrologics Inc. 95% Design Plans, sheets 4.0-4.2 and 5.0-5.3; NSD 
60% Drawings, sheet 2). Standard erosion control and restoration practices include the 
following: 
 

• Restore areas disturbed during construction to pre-construction conditions including with 
appropriate plantings, installation of erosion control fabric, seed, and mulch.  

• For inset floodplains – a floodplain that remains isolated within the incised main channel 
of a creek or river – preserve bank vegetation where the bank cut is less than two feet 
deep and revegetate floodplain areas with a combination of salvaged sod and coir mats.  

• Where grading is used to reduce the angle of the bank (a bank layback), revegetate slopes 
and bring the toe elevation of the bank (where the bank meets the streambed) to around 
bankfull level. 

• To improve breakout channels, reduce the angle of the side slopes of the channel at its 
upstream and downstream ends and revegetate and stabilize channel banks with salvaged 
sod and coir mats.  

• Fill ditches and grade overbank areas to prevent flow capture from upland areas and 
revegetate all filled ditches with appropriate seed mixes at the direction of the 
revegetation specialist. 

 
2.2.4 Construction Schedule, Equipment and Best Management Practices 
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2.2.4.1 Schedule 
 
All restoration associated with the project is scheduled to commence in late spring/early summer  
as soon as necessary permits are received, and the area is determined to be dry enough to support 
construction equipment without causing unnecessary soil compaction, erosion or other avoidable 
environmental impacts. TRWC, in consultation with USACE and the project contractor will be 
responsible for determining when conditions are suitable for ground disturbing activities to 
commence. The entire project, including revegetation of disturbed areas, is expected to be 
completed in one construction season (May to October). TRWC currently estimates construction 
will take place in the spring/summer of 2019. Restoration would be completed in stages over the 
course of the summer season. The chosen contractor would be required to develop a construction 
schedule organized to minimize total overall disturbance to soils, and in accordance with 
limitations dictated by the results of field surveys, relevant permits and this document. 
 

2.2.4.2 Equipment, Staging and Access 
 
Design plans specify small low ground pressure equipment and hand labor where possible. In 
addition, TRWC is committed to conditioning Requests For Proposals (RFPs) that specify 
prioritization of low impact construction methods appropriate to working in and adjacent to 
stream channels and wet meadow area. Likely equipment would include excavators, backhoes, 
and mini track loaders, and may include a low ground pressure bulldozer or wheel dozer and 
self-loading log truck. Construction of the full-span bridge at the culvert replacement site may 
involve a crane. As much as possible metal track-driven equipment would be avoided in wet-
meadow areas.  
 
Access route and staging areas for construction equipment were designated with the 
consideration given to reducing the distance equipment would need to travel, and to avoiding 
known sensitive resources. As much as possible, all access routes and staging areas take 
advantage of existing trails, roads, and disturbed areas. Figure 3, Project Area, shows the access 
routes and staging areas for the restoration activities. Additional detail describing access routes 
and staging areas is provided in Appendix B, Restoration Design Plans (Balance Hydrologics 
Inc. 95% Design Plans Sheet 3.0; and NSD, 60% Design Plans, Sheet 5). Specific access routes 
and staging areas for the restoration sites include the following. 
 

• Access routes and staging areas for the restoration sites along Martis Creek and to the 
culvert restoration site take advantage of the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot, the TMT, 
and the existing volunteer foot trail along that follows Martis Creek from the Martis 
Wildlife Area parking lot south to an intersection with the TMT near reach 1 of Martis 
Creek.  

• The access route to the headcut site would utilize the existing footprint of the TMT. The 
designated staging area for the headcut restoration site is an existing disturbed area along 
SR 267, immediately northeast of the restoration project site. In addition, the highway 
shoulder may be utilized for staging if needed. 

• The access route for the Lookout Mountain Tributary site begins on an undeveloped 
property owned by Trimont Land Company off of Basque Drive, a residential 
neighborhood just west of the Northstar Golf Course. The access route utilizes the TMT, 
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which runs from Basque Drive to the Lookout Mountain Tributary site. There are two 
staging areas associated with the project site: a gravel lot immediately adjacent to the 
TMT, approximately ¼ mile from the point of ingress on Basque Drive, and a designated 
area immediately adjacent to the restoration site. 

 
2.2.4.3 Best Management Practices 

 
Any construction equipment travelling off the TMT, the existing volunteer foot trail or other 
existing disturbed areas would use meadow protection mats to reduce soil compaction and 
protect vegetation. Any temporary access routes created as part of the project would be restored 
by the contractor to pre-project conditions. All construction activity would adhere to applicable 
local, state, and federal regulations, including requirements associated with State Water 
Resources Control Board Water Quality Order No. 99-08 – National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Stormwater Discharges associated with 
Construction Activity and the associated Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
developed for the project by a Qualified SWPPP Developer (QSD). The SWPPP will provide the 
plans and specifications for best management practices intended to prevent and control erosion 
and siltation to the extent feasible. Except for the specific areas under construction, public areas 
around the project area would remain open during construction, where possible, subject to public 
health and safety considerations. Restricted areas would be secured or fenced to deter 
unauthorized entry. In addition, the restoration design plans include dewatering, diversion, and 
sediment control requirements associated with the restoration activity, as well as general 
construction, earthwork, and revegetation best management practices. In general, temporary silt 
fencing, cofferdams and stream diversions will be installed as needed at all sites. These 
additional construction conditions can be found in Appendix B, Restoration Design Plans. 
 

2.2.5 Required Permits and Approvals 
 
TRWC is seeking approvals from the two lead agencies with primary discretionary approval for 
the project: USACE and NCSD. Specifically, TRWC, as the project proponent, is seeking a Real 
Estate license from USACE to access the property, complete the restoration work, and complete 
associated follow-up monitoring and mitigation as needed. USACE is also the federal lead 
agency for the project for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As 
the federal lead agency, USACE would be responsible for compliance with Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act, Section 7 of the federal Endangered Species Act, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. NCSD is the lead agency for compliance with the CEQA, 
would review the CEQA document for adequacy, and could subsequently adopt the CEQA 
document and approve the project following an appropriate public notification and review 
process in accordance with CEQA Guidelines 15070. TRWC would obtain all other applicable 
permits for the project from federal, state, regional, and local agencies, with approval authority 
over various project actions. Table 1, Required Permits and Approvals, lists the potential permits 
and approvals required for project implementation. 
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Table 1: Required Permits and Approvals 

Agency Permit or Approval Action Requiring Permit Approval 
or Review 

Federal  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Real Estate License License required to access the 
property, complete the restoration 
work, and complete associated 
follow-up monitoring and mitigation 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit for compliance with Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act and 
Section 10 of the River and Harbors 
Act (likely Nationwide Permit #23) 

Clean Water Act Section 404 
regulates the placement of dredged 
or fill material in waters of the US. 
 
Rivers and Harbors Act Section 10 
regulates all structures and work in 
over and under navigable waters. 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) 

SHPO Consultation (through the 
National Historic Preservation Act 
Section 106 process)  

Potential impacts on cultural 
resources 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Federal Endangered Species Act 
Section 7 Consultation 

Potential impacts on a federally 
listed species or its habitat  

State 

California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 

Section 1602 Streambed Alteration 
Agreement 

Potential disturbance to the bed or 
bank of jurisdictional waters  
 

California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 

California Endangered Species Act 
Consultation 

Potential impacts on state-listed 
species and habitats 

State Water Resources Control 
Board 

Water Quality Order No. 99-08 –
NPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges associated 
with Construction Activity  

Discharges of stormwater runoff 
associated with construction activity 
involving land disturbance of 1 or 
more acres  

Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water 
Quality Certification 

Potential impacts on state water 
quality; required when a federal 
permit is issued  

Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

Porter Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act- Lahontan Basin Plan - 
Exemption for discharge of fill in the 
100-year floodplain of drainages 
within the Truckee River Hydrologic 
Unit 

Discharge of waste materials to lands 
within the 100-year floodplain   

California Department of 
Transportation  

Encroachment Permit Any work or traffic control that 
encroaches on a state highway (e.g. 
SR 267) requires an encroachment 
permit. 

Local 
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Washoe Tribe AB 52 Consultation AB 52 requires a project lead agency 
to consult with any California Native 
American tribes affiliated with the 
geographic area of the proposed 
project 

Placer County Placer County Grading Permit/ 
Improvement Plan Approval  

A grading permit is required for any 
grading and/or other construction 
activity with ground disturbance of 1 
acre or more. 

Placer County Dust Control Plan Disturbance of more than 1 acre of 
topsoil 

 
2.3 Surrounding Land Uses and Setting  
 

2.3.1 Regional Setting 
 
The Martis Creek watershed is located in the Sierra Nevada Geomorphic Province, east of the 
Sierra Nevada crest and part of the larger Tahoe-Truckee River Basin of California and Nevada. 
The watershed covers an area of approximately 42.7 square miles and drains to the Truckee 
River in the Town of Truckee, California. Elevations in the Martis Creek watershed range from 
8,617 feet in the headwaters to 5,680 feet at the mouth. The upper watershed is mountainous, 
underlain by volcanic bedrock. Upper elevations near Mt. Pluto and Northstar have been 
glaciated, leaving relatively old and well-developed fine-grained soils in most of the upper 
watershed. Many past and current land uses (such as urbanization, grazing, or road-building) 
compact or diminish the infiltration capacity and overall function of the soils while increasing 
runoff and nutrient release to streams. Since these geologic units and fine-grained soils are prone 
to rapid erosion when disturbed, extensive incision often occurs in channels downstream of 
disturbed areas. The lower watershed is located in Martis Valley, with well-developed alluvial 
fans at the mouths of upper drainages that interfinger with a deep sequence of layered glacial 
outwash, volcanic deposits of the Lousetown Formation, and water-bearing alluvium of the 
Prosser and Truckee Formations. 
 
The Martis watershed has a clear signature of complex historical and present-day human uses, 
differentiating it from most Middle Truckee River tributaries. Historically, the watershed has 
supported a variety of land uses back to the mid-1800s including logging, mining, and grazing, 
with increasing residential and resort development near the Tahoe-Truckee Airport, Northstar 
and in the central lower portions of the watershed. Legacy impacts associated with logging, 
grazing, and dairying have been documented in the watershed, and a number of sensitive 
archaeological sites have been identified. Most land in the watershed is now privately owned 
while some lands are managed as open space and/or recreation by special districts or agencies 
such as the Truckee-Donner Land Trust (Waddle Ranch), Truckee-Tahoe Airport District, 
USACE, Truckee Donner Public Utility District, and NCSD, among others. Forest management 
practices are carried out by a number of different entities. In Martis Valley, water treatment and 
infiltration facilities managed by the Truckee-Tahoe Sanitation Agency (T-TSA) are located 
adjacent to the mouth of Martis Creek near the Truckee River. Groundwater stored in valley 
sediments provides most of the drinking water to residents of the watershed and the Town of 
Truckee. Aggregate mining takes place adjacent to the lower-most reaches of the stream, 
immediately below Martis Dam. Additional information about the watershed, including its 
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hydrography, geology, water quality, habitat, history, heritage resources, climate and other 
attributes are discussed in detail in the Martis Watershed Assessment (Balance Hydrologics Inc. 
2012).  
 
 

2.3.2 Project Area 
 
The entire project area is within the portion of the USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project 
allocated as low-density recreation, high-density recreation, wildlife management, or 
environmentally sensitive. The majority of the area of project impact is within the gross pool of 
Martis Creek Lake. The gross pool is defined by the surface water elevation of the lake if the 
reservoir was filled to capacity. Martis Creek Lake is a reservoir operated by USACE. Its 
construction was originally authorized for flood risk management and water supply, and later its 
operation was authorized for recreation. Construction of the reservoir was completed in 1972. 
Due to compromised dam integrity the reservoir is kept at a minimum pool with a surface area of 
72 acres and containing roughly 800 acre-feet of water (USACE 2016). All of the area of project 
impact is within the 100-year floodplain. With the exception of the Lookout Mountain Tributary 
restoration site, the entire project area is within the area designated as “Open Scenic Vista” in the 
Martis Valley Community Plan Constraints Map. Habitat types in the project area include open 
waters, wet meadow, montane riparian, sagebrush, ponderosa pine, riverine, and lacustrine.  
 
The project area is a popular recreation area for hikers, bicyclists, and walkers who primarily 
access the TMT and existing volunteer foot trail via the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot, and the 
Lahontan and Martis Camp neighborhoods. The TMT crosses creeks in the project area at four 
locations including: 1) the TMT crossing of the culvert restoration site on the unnamed tributary 
west of Martis Creek, 2) the TMT pedestrian bridge crossing of Martis Creek just south of the 
reach 1 restoration site, known as “Pappe’s Bridge,” 3) the TMT pedestrian bridge crossing on 
the northern edge of the Lookout Mountain Tributary site, known as “Jake’s Bridge” and, 4) a 
pedestrian bridge crossing of Middle Martis Creek immediately downstream of the headcut site.  
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
This Initial Study is a public document being used by NCSD, the designated lead agency for 
CEQA purposes, to determine whether the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment. This section provides an evaluation of the potential environmental impacts of the 
proposed project, followed by the CEQA Mandatory Findings of Significance. The degree of 
change from existing conditions caused by the project is compared to the impact evaluation 
criteria to determine if the change is significant. Where it is determined that one or more 
significant impacts could result from implementation of the project, mitigation measures are 
identified, and if feasible, incorporated as part of the project to reduce or eliminate the significant 
impacts. Existing conditions serve as a baseline for evaluating the impacts of the project.  
 
The following terminology is used to describe the various levels of environmental impacts 
associated with the project: 
 

• A finding of no impact is identified if the analysis concludes that the proposed project 
would not affect a particular environmental topical area in any way. 

• An impact is considered less than significant if the analysis concludes that the proposed 
project would not cause a substantial adverse change in the environment, or would result 
in a positive change to the environment.  

• An impact is considered less than significant with mitigation if the analysis concludes 
that the proposed project has the potential to cause a substantial adverse change in the 
environment, but the proposed project includes measures to mitigate the potential impact 
to a less than significant level. 

• An impact would be considered a potentially significant impact if the analysis concludes 
that the proposed project could cause a significant environmental effect. Proposed 
projects that potentially produce a significant impact(s) warrant the greater level of 
analysis and consideration provided by an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

 
3.1 Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 
 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, 
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as identified by the 
checklist in the following pages.  
 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture and Forestry  Air Quality 
 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology/Soils 
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions  Hazards and Hazardous Materials  Hydrology/Water Quality 
 Land Use/Planning  Mineral Resources  Noise 
 Population/Housing  Public Services  Recreation 
 Transportation/Traffic  Tribal Cultural Resources  Utilities/Service Systems 
 Mandatory Findings of 

Significance 
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3.2 Determination 
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
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3.3 Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 
 

3.3.1 Aesthetics 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited 
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state 
scenic highway? 

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of 
the site and its surroundings?  

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

    

 
3.3.1.1 Discussion of Impact on Aesthetics 

 
Setting 
 
Both plans applicable to the project area, the 2016 USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Master 
Plan Update (Master Plan), and the 2003 Martis Valley Community Plan (MVCP), identify and 
discuss the importance of maintaining the highly scenic qualities of Martis Valley. The majority 
of the project area is designated as “Open Scenic Vista” in the MVCP. In addition, section VII 
“Recreation and Trails” of the MVCP identifies the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot as a Scenic 
Overlook. Section I.E “Major Plan Area Findings” of the MVCP identifies the valley as 
moderately to highly scenic, but states that recreational and other development, if carefully sited, 
can be accommodated within the valley without significant negative impacts on the visual 
quality of the valley. Section I.E specifically states that “Any development within the open 
meadow and sagebrush flats of the Martis Valley visible from Highway 267, must be considered 
very carefully.” 
 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation – The primary viewshed from the Martis 

Wildlife Area parking lot overlook is generally to the southwest, south, and southeast and is 
characterized by the prominent natural features of the meadow and sagebrush areas. As the 
project is a creek restoration project and would not change the scenic description of the 
Martis Valley viewshed, there are no long-term scenic impacts associated with the restoration 
work, with one exception: the restoration design plans for the culvert replacement site 
propose installation of a new full span bridge, which may be visible from the Martis Wildlife 
Area parking lot and from SR 267. This potential impact could be mitigated to a less than 
significant effect with implementation of Mitigation Measure AES 1. Mitigation Measure 
AES.1 requires that the design of the planned bridge adhere to the Community Design Goals 
and Policies set forth in the MVCP. This includes ensuring no portion of the bridge 
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silhouettes against the sky, that the bridge’s vertical architecture features do not detract from 
the natural background, and that the materials, colors and textures of the bridge blend as 
much as possible with the natural landscape. 

 
Beyond the potential long-term scenic impact of the bridge, there may also be visual impacts 
associated with the temporary existence of equipment, fencing, stockpiles, and other 
construction-related materials during the summer construction period. These impacts could 
be mitigated with implementation of Mitigation Measure AES.2. Mitigation Measure AES.2 
requires that construction material staging areas be located, to the extent possible without 
harm to biological or soil resources, to screen views of construction equipment and other 
project materials from the viewing area of the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot and SR 267. 
While some equipment and materials will actually be staged in the Martis Wildlife Area 
parking lot, this mitigation measure is meant to assist with protection of the viewshed as 
experienced by a person standing in the parking lot and looking south across Martis Valley. 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure AES.2 would ensure that temporary impacts 
associated with construction materials in the viewshed of SR 267 and of the Martis Wildlife 
Area parking lot are minimized to the extent possible.  

 
b) No Impact – None of the roadways in the vicinity of the project area are designated as state 

scenic highways. In addition, though Policy 4.C.1 of the MVCP designates SR 267, as a 
scenic route, the restoration project does not damage any scenic resources and Mitigation 
Measure AES.2 regarding the placement and screening of construction equipment would 
ensure that any temporary scenic impacts to the view from SR 267 are mitigated to a less 
than significant impact. 

 
c) Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation – The impact discussion associated with 

potential impact a) “Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?” 
applies also to this question as to whether the visual character or quality of the site and 
surroundings would be degraded. Any impacts associated with the project would be 
mitigated to a less than significant impact with implementation of Mitigation Measures 
AES.1 and AES 2. 

 
d) No Impact – No lighting or reflective materials are associated with the project that would 

affect day or nighttime views in the area. 
 

3.3.1.2 Mitigation Measures for Aesthetics 
 
Mitigation Measure AES.1) The design of the full span bridge planned for the culvert 
replacement site shall adhere to the Community Design Goals and Policies set forth in the 
MVCP. In addition, the design of the bridge, including its colors and materials for its 
constructions shall be approved by TRWC, NCSD and USACE. MVCP Design Goals and 
Policies include the following requirements applicable to the proposed bridge. 

• The bridge shall be planned and designed in a manner which employs design construction 
and maintenance techniques that:  

o Incorporate design and screening measures to minimize the visibility of structures 
and graded areas; 
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o Maintain the character and visual quality of the area. 
• The bridge shall be designed to be compatible with the scale and character of the area. 

The bridge should be designed so that: 
o it does not silhouette against the sky above the ridge lines or hilltops; 
o vertical architectural features blend and do not detract from the natural 

background; 
o it fits the natural terrain, and, 
o building materials, colors, and textures that blend with the natural landscape are 

used to avoid high contrasts. 
• Materials and methods of construction shall be specific to the region, exhibiting 

continuity of history and culture and compatibility with the climate to encourage the 
development of local character and community identity. 

 
Mitigation Measure AES.2) Stockpiling of materials onsite shall be minimized during 
construction. Construction staging areas and stockpile storage locations shall be located within 
existing disturbed areas and/or within the area of construction, and shall be located to screen 
views of staging areas from the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot and SR 267 to the extent 
feasible – including without creating potential impacts to any biological resources. 
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3.3.2 Agriculture and Forest Resources  
In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are 
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the 
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model 
(1997) prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an 
optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and 
farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, 
including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead 
agencies may refer to information compiled by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s 
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment 
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment Project; and the forest 
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols 
adopted by the California Air Resources Board.  Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared 
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?  

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land 
(as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland 
(as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland 
zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code 
section 51104(g))? 

    

d)  Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to 
non-forest use? 

    

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to 
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to 
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

    

 
3.3.2.1 Discussion of Impact on Agriculture and Forest Resources 

 
a,b,c)  No Impact – There is no prime or unique farmland, farmlands of statewide importance, or 

Williamson Act properties within the project area. There is currently no agricultural activity 
on the project site or on adjacent parcels. The project area is zoned as either Open Space or 
Water Use and thus the restoration project will not conflict with any existing zoning for 
forest land or timberland. 

 
d,e)  Less Than Significant Impact – Aspects of the planed restoration are intended to increase 

areas subject to overbank flow, raise water surface elevations and improve floodplain 
function and habitat. These desired results may replace existing sagebrush habitat near the 
restoration sites with wet meadow or riparian habitat. This outcome is most possible at the 
Lookout Mountain Tributary site, where there is existing timber within the area of project 
impact. While sagebrush habitat is more likely than wet meadow or riparian habitat to 
support growth of timber, any tree mortality or gradual transition of sagebrush habitat to wet 
meadow or riparian habitat associated with the project would be limited and would not be a 
substantive loss or conversion of forest land to a non-forest use. 
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3.3.2.2 Mitigation Measures for Agriculture and Forest Resources 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.3 Air Quality 
Where available, the significance criteria established by the 
applicable air quality management or air pollution control district 
may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would 
the project:  

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan?  

    

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an 
existing or projected air quality violation?  

    

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the project region is non- attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including 
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

    

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?  

    

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of 
people?  

    

 
3.3.3.1 Discussion of Impact on Air Quality 

 
Setting 
 
The project site is located in the Mountain Counties Air Basin (MCAB) (California Air 
Resources Board 2017a) and under the jurisdiction of the Placer County Air Pollution Control 
District (PCAPCD). Placer County is designated as nonattainment for federal and state ozone 
(O3) standard and nonattainment for the state particulate matter standard that is 10 microns or 
less in diameter (PM10) (California Air Resources Board 2017). Ozone is not emitted directly 
into the air but is formed through a complex series of chemical reactions involving other 
compounds that are directly emitted. These directly emitted pollutants (also known as ozone 
precursors) include reactive organic gases (ROG) and generic nitrogen oxides (NOX). Particulate 
matter in the atmosphere results from many kinds of dust- and fume-producing industrial and 
agricultural operations, fuel combustion, and atmospheric photochemical reactions. 
 
Air quality impacts associated with the project are limited to the period of project construction 
and consist of a) air quality impacts associated with emissions from construction equipment and 
b) air quality impacts associated with dust created during ground disturbance activities. Fugitive 
dust emissions would be greatest during the initial site preparation activities and would vary 
from day to day depending on the construction phase, level of activity, and prevailing weather 
conditions. 
 
On October 13, 2016, the PCAPCD Board of Directors adopted the Review of Land Use Projects 
under CEQA Policy (Policy). The Policy establishes the thresholds of significance for criteria 
pollutants as well as greenhouse gases and the review principles which serve as guidelines for 
the District staff when the District acts as a commenting agency to review and comment on the 
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environmental documents prepared by lead agencies (PCAPCD 2017). The PCAPCD 
significance threshold for criteria pollutants during the construction phase of a project is:  

• 82 lbs./day for ROG 
• 82 lbs./day NOX 
• 82 lbs./day PM10  

 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) No Impact – The project is a creek restoration project and would not conflict with or obstruct 

implementation of an applicable air quality plan. 
 
b,c) Less Than Significant Impact – Factors that contribute to an analysis of air quality emissions 

associated with a construction activity include the anticipated construction schedule, 
equipment to be used and the number of estimated truck trips. Construction activities 
associated with implementation of the project are expected to contribute to a temporary 
increase in local levels of criteria pollutants but will not exceed the PCAPCD threshold of 82 
lbs/day. In addition, PCAPCD Rule 228, Fugitive Dust, requires the project to comply with 
standards to ensure the project will limit the amount of short-term dust emission impacts 
generated during construction (PCAPCD 2017a). Therefore, the project is not anticipated to 
violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air 
quality violation, or to result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria air 
pollutants for which the PCAPCD is already designated as non-attainment 

 
d) Less Than Significant Impact – Potential sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the project 

include residential uses in the project vicinity and recreational users on trails in the vicinity 
of the project. The project includes minor grading operations which would result in short-
term diesel exhaust emissions from on-site construction equipment and would generate diesel 
particulate matter (PM) emissions from the use of off-road diesel equipment required for site 
grading. Because of the dispersive properties of diesel PM and the temporary closure of 
recreation activities in the vicinity of the restoration sites, toxic air contaminant emissions 
would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations and therefore 
would have a less than significant effect.  
 
Potential fugitive dust generated during ground disturbance operations would be subject to 
PCAPCD Rule 228, Fugitive Dust. As a component of compliance with Rule 228, a Dust 
Control Plan would be prepared and submitted before construction begins (PCAPCD 2017a). 
Conformance with PCAPCD fugitive dust requirements would reduce dust emitted by the 
project to a less than significant level. 
 

e) No Impact. The project is a creek restoration and habitat enhancement project and would not 
generate objectionable odors. 

 
3.3.3.1 Mitigation Measures for Air Quality  

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.4 Biological Resources 
Would the project: Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?  

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands 
as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?  

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident 
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites?  

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?  

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation 
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

    

 
3.3.4.1 Discussion of Impact on Biological Resources 

Setting 
 
The project is located at approximately 5,900 feet in elevation in Martis Valley. Martis Creek 
and various small tributaries flow through the project area into Martis Creek Lake. The area 
along these streams consists of riverine and wet meadow habitat. Jeffrey pine and sage brush 
communities dominate the adjacent upland areas. The wet meadows support a wide variety of 
shrub and herbaceous wetland plant species including Hordeum, Juncus, Carex, Salix, Scirpus, 
Agrostis, and Danthonia. Scrub shrub wetlands are located along the stream channels which are 
predominately composed of Lemmon’s willow (Salix lemmonii).  The Jeffrey pine and sage 
brush communities are dominated by Pinus jeffreyi in the sparse overstory and to a lesser extent 
white fir (Abies concolor) and incense cedar (Calocedrus decurrens).  The understory consists of 
shrubs and herbaceous species with Common sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) being a large 
component also including manzanita, ceanothus, and bitterbrush. 
 
Martis Creek and the surrounding area provides habitat for many wildlife species. CDFW 
annually stocks Martis Creek Lake with Lahontan cutthroat trout (LCT) fingerings (USACE 
2016), and thus LCT could potentially inhabit the streams in Martis Valley. Other trout species, 
including brown, rainbow, and brook, may also be present. Water fowl such as mallard ducks 
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also frequent the meadow streams. The project site and adjacent areas provide excellent nesting 
and foraging habitat for many birds including the willow flycatcher, yellow warbler, white-
headed woodpecker, red-breasted sapsucker, and various raptor species.  Mule deer feed in the 
meadow and surrounding montane coniferous forests. Beavers are also active within the streams 
building dams and raising the surface water level. 
 
Impact Discussion 
 
The project is a watershed and wildlife restoration project expected to enhance impaired meadow 
habitats and vegetation, and to protect functioning habitats. These improved conditions would be 
beneficial to a variety of listed species. Adverse impacts to biological resources would be 
temporary and limited to the period of project construction. Construction activities that could 
disturb biological resources include, but are not limited to, personnel and equipment access to the 
restoration sites, staging of equipment, grading of streambanks, clearing vegetation, installation 
of bioengineered check dams and log jams, and general in-stream and wetland disturbance 
associated with the project.  

 
The impact discussion below for each of the biological resource considerations in the 
environmental checklist provides reference to Mitigation Measures that would reduce any 
potentially significant impacts to biological resources to less than significant levels. However, 
there is the potential for the project’s individually limited impacts to biological resources to 
become cumulatively considerable if construction of other projects in the project vicinity occurs 
at the same time as construction of the project. The only project in the vicinity with the probable 
potential to be constructed during the same season as the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration 
Project is construction of portions of the Martis Valley Regional Trail (MVRT). Because 
portions of the planned MVRT would directly overlap with portions of the proposed project, this 
could create cumulatively considerable impacts to biological resources that would not 
necessarily be mitigated by adherence to Mitigation Measures BIO.1-BIO.9. For example, poorly 
coordinated plans for site access and materials/equipment staging could increase adverse impacts 
to sensitive or special status species, to riparian areas and to protected wetlands. To ensure no 
cumulative considerable impacts to biological resources, Mitigation Measure BIO.10 would be 
implemented. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO.10 would reduce potentially 
cumulative impacts to a less than significant level. 
 
a) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – Several special-status species, including several 

federal and state listed plants and animals, as well as several plant species categorized by the 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) as rare throughout their range have habitat within or 
near the project area. Table 2, below, shows special-status species occurrences within five 
miles of the project based on results of a query of the California Natural Diversity Database 
(CNDDB) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Database (USFWS 2017) for the 
area covered by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Truckee and Martis Peak topographic 
quadrangle.  Figure 4 displays the associated map of special status species identified in this 
same search. Based on a field reconnaissance survey of the habitat on-site and on data from 
the above searches, the listed species with the potential to be affected by the project are as 
follows. 
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Animals 
• Lahontan cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii henshawi) 
• Northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) 
• Sierra Nevada mountain beaver (Aplodontia rufa californica) 
• Sierra Nevada red fox (Vulpes vulpes necator) 
• Sierra Nevada snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus tahoensis)  
• Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (Rana sierrae)  
• Willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) 
• Yellow warbler (Setophaga petechial) 

 
Plants 

• Donner Pass buckwheat (Eriogonum umbellatum var. torreyanum)  
• Galena Creek rockcress (Arabis rigidissima var. demot)  
• Plumas Ivesia (Ivesia sericoleuca)  
• Santa Lucia dwarf rush (Juncus luciensis)  

 
A description of the listed species likely to be found within or near the project area, an 
analysis of on-site conditions, and an explanation of potential effects of the project to each 
individual species follows below. Mitigation Measures to reduce the potential for a 
substantial adverse effect are presented, as needed, following the description. 
 
Lahontan cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii henshawi) 
LCT is listed as federally threatened. It inhabits lakes and streams and requires spawning 
habitat with cool water, pools close to cover and velocity breaks, vegetated stream banks, and 
relatively rocky substrates. The long term impacts of project activities are expected to 
improve and increase these conditions.  Although LCT habitat exists within the project area, 
and may be temporarily disturbed during construction, implementation of Mitigation 
Measure BIO.4 would reduce the potential for substantial adverse impacts to LCT to a less 
than significant effect.  
Northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) 
Northern goshawk is a CDFW Species of Special Concern. Goshawks typically live in large 
tracts of coniferous forests and on forest edges.  Habitat and potential nesting habitat exists 
nearby, but not within or adjacent to the project area (Squires and Reynolds 1997). Though 
project activities are not likely to cause a significant effect, implementation of Mitigation 
Measure BIO.1 would reduce any potential impacts to a less than significant level.  
 
Sierra Nevada mountain beaver (Aplodontia rufa californica) 
The mountain beaver is a CDFW Species of Special Concern. Typical habitat of the beaver in 
the Sierra Nevada is montane riparian. The beaver frequents open and intermediate-canopy 
coverage with a dense understory near water. Deep, friable soils are required for burrowing, 
along with a cool, moist microclimate. Habitat exists within the project area. With 
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO.8 impacts would be reduced to a less than 
significant level.  
 
Sierra Nevada red fox (Vulpes vulpes necator) 
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The Sierra Nevada red fox is a candidate for federal listing and is threatened in California. 
Habitat for this species is in rugged alpine areas and conifer forests of the Sierra Nevada and 
Cascade ranges most often above 7,000 feet. It prefers areas with little to no human activity. 
Habitat is poor and occurrences are very rare. Project activities are not likely to have a 
significant impact on this species.  
 
Sierra Nevada snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus tahoensis)  
The Sierra Nevada snowshoe hare is a CDFW Species of Special Concern. The hare is 
usually found in upper montane forests and favors habitats with a dense shrub layer. Project 
activities would raise the surface water level creating a larger area favorable to the growth of 
riparian shrubs.  This increase in riparian habitat is likely to increase the dense shrub layer 
that is preferred. Project activities would have a temporary impact on habitat due to minor 
shrub removal. Mitigation Measure BIO.8 would be implemented to reduce impacts to a less 
than significant level. 

 
Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (Rana sierrae)  
The SNYLF is federally listed as endangered and threatened in California. This amphibian 
inhabits lakes, tarns, ponds, meadow streams, isolated pools, and sunny riverbanks in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains. Waters that do not freeze to the bottom and which do not dry up 
are required.  It prefers open shorelines that gently slope up to shallows of a few inches 
(CalHerps 2017). Based on multiple surveys conducted in the project area since 2009 that did 
not detect the presence of SNYLF, but that did detect presence of non-native trout that prey 
on SNYLF, the project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect SNYLF (North Fork 
Associates 2009; Dudek 2016). As an additional precaution, mitigation measure BIO.5 would 
be implemented to seek USFWS concurrence that the project would not likely have an 
adverse effect on the species.  
 
Willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) 
This species is listed as Threatened in California. The willow flycatcher prefers dense 
riparian vegetation such as willows and cottonwoods along meadows and streams. Habitat is 
favorable in the project area and nesting has been observed along Martis Creek. To help 
ensure less-than-significant impacts, Mitigation Measure BIO.2 would be implemented. 
 
Yellow warbler (Setophaga petechial) 
The Yellow warbler is a CDFW Species of Special Concern. This species prefers riparian 
vegetation below elevations of 8,000 feet. Suitable nesting habitat occurs along portions of 
Martis Creek and tributaries and previous occurrences have been documented in the area. 
Mitigation Measure BIO.2 would be implemented to reduce potential effects to a less than 
significant level.  
 
 
 
Donner Pass buckwheat (Eriogonum umbellatum var. torreyanum)  
The Donner Pass buckwheat is ranked by the CNPS as moderately threatened in California, 
but is not federally or state listed. This buckwheat grows in open rocky areas with sage brush 



Truckee River Watershed Council 
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project  Public Review Draft February 1, 2018 
Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 29 

associations. It prefers shallow granitic soils. Project activities would have no significant 
impact on this species. 
 
Galena Creek rockcress (Arabis rigidissima var. demot)  
The Galena rockcress is ranked by the CNPS as moderately threatened in California.  Habitat 
for Galena Creek rockcress is on sandy to rocky soils or outcrops derived from granitic or 
volcanic materials, mostly on moderate to steep northerly aspects, often in drainages, near 
meadow edges, or in other moisture accumulating microsites. The plant generally grows in 
dry openings in association with fir, pine, and aspen, and tolerates moderate amount of 
disturbance. Project construction and access routes are not located on steep rocky slopes; 
therefore project activities are not likely to cause a significant negative effect. 
 
Plumas ivesia (Ivesia sericoleuca)  
The Plumas ivesia is ranked by the CNPS as moderately threatened in California. The 
Plumas Ivesia occurs in meadows, seeps and other vernally mesic areas. Habitat exists within 
the project area and known populations occur nearby. With the implementation of Mitigation 
Measure BIO.3 project activities would have a less than significant impact.  
 
Santa Lucia dwarf rush (Juncus luciensis)  
This rush is ranked by the CNPS as moderately threatened in California. This species occurs 
in meadows, seeps, and vernal pools. Project activities are likely to increase habitat. Project 
activities would have a less than significant impact. 
 
In addition to the species specific Mitigation Measures described above, TRWC, in 
coordination with USACE and NCSD, and with guidance from CDFW and USFWS shall 
implement Mitigation Measure BIO.9, requiring the development of a Worker Environmental 
Awareness Program (WEAP) to educate all construction personnel who will have the 
potential to encounter sensitive resources, including special status species.  
 

b) Less than Significant With Mitigation – The project footprint is within the floodplain of 
Martis Creek and its various tributaries. A majority of the site contains riparian vegetation. 
Project activities would be minimal and would create an overall increase in riparian habitat 
and other sensitive communities which are predominately located in riparian areas. Riparian 
habitat would be increased or improved due to: 

1. Increasing areas subject to overbank flow by removing levees 
2. Reducing streambank erosion by grading banks 
3. Increasing water surface elevations by installing log jams, bioengineered check 

dams, and willows 
4. Restoring stream conveyance and preventing erosion by replacing failed culverts 

with a full span bridge 
5. Improving floodplain function by restoring and protecting riparian plant 

communities. 
By increasing the water surface elevation, project activities have the potential to prevent or 
reduce conifer encroachment and promote the spread of riparian vegetation. Temporary 
impacts to riparian vegetation are possible during project construction, at which time some 
riparian vegetation may be pruned or removed to provide access for equipment or personnel 
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to restoration sites. Equipment and personnel in the area during construction could also 
increase soil compaction and have a negative impact on riparian vegetation. Adherence to the 
requirements of the SWPPP and implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO.6, GS.1, and 
HWQ.1 would reduce impacts to riparian vegetation to a less than significant level.   
 

c) Less than Significant With Mitigation – There are wetlands within the project area that are 
within the jurisdiction of USACE under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The project area 
also contains waters of the State under section 401 in which discharges of fill and dredged 
materials are within the jurisdiction of Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(LRWQCB). The minimal impact of fill and discharge from project activities such as in-
stream check dams, bank grading, and the replacement of failed culverts with a bridge will 
result in the restoration of more resilient wetlands with a higher capacity to prevent erosion 
and sediment discharges. Before construction, a Nationwide 404 Permit would be obtained 
from USACE. Any project related impacts would be monitored under the Nationwide Permit 
for the culvert replacement, the 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement from CDFW, the 401 
Water Quality Certification, and the 402 NPDES permit for construction. Conformance with 
these permitting requirements, in addition to implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO.7 
would reduce the impacts of project activities to a less than significant effect.  
 

d) Less than Significant with Mitigation – Construction activities have the potential to impact 
wildlife movement, but these impacts would be temporary and would have a long-term 
beneficial effect.  The proposed restoration of the site would raise surface water levels and 
facilitate the increase in movement of fish and other aquatic species. Increased surface water 
levels would also reduce access to the main channel of Martis Creek from pedestrians and 
dogs. This would reduce disturbance and facilitate aquatic species movement. With the 
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO.4, project activities would have a less than 
significant effect.  
 

e) No Impact – Project activities would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources. 
 

f) No Impact – Project activities would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, 
or state habitat conservation plan. 

 
3.3.4.2 Mitigation Measures for Biological Resources 

 
Mitigation Measure BIO.1) To avoid disturbance of active raptor nests, living or dead trees 
greater than 10 inches in diameter at breast height (DBH) shall not be removed during typical 
breeding season (March 1 through August 31).  If trees greater than 10 inches DBH must be 
removed during breeding season, a survey for active raptor nest sites shall be conducted by a 
qualified biologist prior to tree removal. The survey shall be conducted no more than 30 days 
prior to the proposed tree removal activities. Survey results shall be submitted to CDFW.  If 
active raptor nests are found on or immediately adjacent to proposed project areas, a minimum 
300-foot buffer shall be established from active construction areas. CDFW shall be consulted to 
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determine appropriate protective measures.  No trees with nests shall be removed until the nest is 
determined to be inactive. 
 
Mitigation Measure BIO.2) To determine areas of nesting habitat and of the presence or 
absence of willow flycatchers in the project area, a qualified biologist shall perform a field 
assessment according to CDFW protocol. CDFW shall be consulted and informed of any results 
that indicate the presence of active willow flycatcher nests within the project area. If active nests 
are found, construction work within 300 feet from the nesting area shall be prohibited during 
breeding season (May 1 to August 31) and/or until nests are inactive. 
 
Mitigation Measure BIO.3) A preconstruction survey for Ivesia sericoleuca shall be performed 
by a qualified biologist no more than two weeks prior to the start of ground disturbance 
activities. If Plumas Ivesia is found within the project area, CDFW shall be consulted to 
determine appropriate procedures for protection and avoidance. Existing hydrology shall not be 
altered near existing occurrences to prevent drying or erosion. Populations shall be flagged and 
areas around populations demarcated as zones where personnel and construction equipment are 
prohibited. Existing populations shall be periodically monitored by a qualified biologist to 
determine if any negative impacts are occurring. If impacts are occurring measures shall be taken 
to protect the existing populations. Protection measures may include fencing, hydrology 
alterations, and signage. 
 
Mitigation Measure BIO.4) Machinery, fencing and construction of check dams or of log jams 
shall not prevent the movement of LCT throughout their range through the project area. Check 
dams and log jams shall not be constructed to a height and width that would prevent upstream or 
downstream travel. In addition, the following Best Management Practices shall be adhered to: 
 

• The adopted construction schedule shall avoid scheduling instream work during the 
spawning or migration seasons of resident or migratory fish, including LCT. A qualified 
fisheries biologist shall be consulted to determine those period when instream work 
should be avoided due to fish migration and spawning. Typically LCT spawn between 
April and July (USFWS 2013). Surveys for fish and other aquatic organisms shall be 
conducted prior to dewatering and subsequently removed from the area to be dewatered 
in accordance with a CDFW approved dewatering plan 

• The Restoration Design Plans shall identify measures that delineate and provide 
specifications for any water crossings to minimize heavy equipment entry into or crossing 
water as is practicable 

 
Mitigation Measure BIO.5) Informal consultation shall be sought with USFWS to request 
concurrence that the proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect SNYLF 
based on existing available information, including recent field surveys. If USFWS does not 
concur with the proposed “not likely to adversely affect” impact analysis, mitigation to avoid any 
adverse impacts to SNYLF shall be developed in accordance with USFWS and CDFW 
recommendations. 
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Mitigation Measure BIO.6) The Restoration Design Plans and/or SWPPP prepared for the 
project shall include the following Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

• Direction to schedule any ground disturbing activities in the dry season 
• Measures to avoid, as much as possible, riparian areas along access routes to the project 

sites 
• Direction to remediate any ground disturbing activities that negatively impact riparian 

habitat with restoration plantings that must be completed within one growing season 
 
Mitigation Measure BIO.7) Federal and state agencies including CDFW, USACE, and USFWS 
shall be notified of project activities within wetlands and streams at the project site. Any permits, 
grading plans, wetland delineations, or other federal and state permits shall be provided to 
applicable agencies. No in-stream or work within wetland areas shall proceed until applicable 
permits have been acquired.  
 
Mitigation Measure BIO.8) New ground disturbance within areas of riparian vegetation that 
provide potential habitat for Sierra Nevada mountain beaver and Sierra Nevada snowshoe hare 
shall be avoided to the extent feasible.  If disturbance to riparian vegetation cannot be avoided, a 
qualified biologist shall be retained to survey the proposed area of disturbance prior to 
construction. If evidence of occurrence of either of these species is found, a minimum 500 foot 
non-disturbance buffer shall be established around nest or burrow sites and CDFW shall be 
contacted to determine appropriate avoidance and/or impact minimization measures. Such 
measures could include monitoring, buffer zones or seasonal work restrictions. 
 
Mitigation Measure BIO.9) A WEAP shall be developed and implemented for all personnel 
that could access the site prior to commencing any disturbance activities. The WEAP shall 
include a review of the special status species and other sensitive resources that exist in the 
project area, including the locations of sensitive biological resources and their legal status and 
protections, and measures to be implemented for avoidance. The WEAP shall emphasize the 
need to avoid entry into areas where biological resources have been identified based on 
predisturbance field surveys and to implement the buffer avoidance or other protection measures 
in accordance with CDFW and USFWS requirements and with the requirements of Mitigation 
Measures contained in this document. A record of all trained personnel shall be maintained. 
 
Mitigation Measures BIO.10) NCSD is the lead agency and project proponent of the MVRT 
project. If construction of the MVRT is scheduled for the same time period as construction of the 
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project, the following actions shall be taken: 
 

• TRWC and NCSD project managers will compare each project’s construction schedule 
and project plans, including access routes, staging areas and construction sequencing, and 
identify any locations and times where construction equipment is scheduled to be staged 
or active in the same area. Based on this review TRWC shall modify, as necessary, the 
construction schedule or project plans to reduce potential adverse effects to biological 
resources associated with restoration site access and construction. Modifications may 
include the development of additional BMPs to avoid or minimize soil removal and 
vegetation disturbance; and to reduce the quantity of creek crossings within the period of 
project construction. 
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• The QSD who develops the SWPPP for the proposed project shall take into consideration 
the construction schedule, plans and, if available, the SWPPP for the MVRT, and include 
BMPs to minimize soil disturbance, erosion and sediment; taking into consideration the 
potential for additional disturbance in the area associated with construction of the  
MVRT. 

 
Table 2: Special Status Species within a Five Mile Radius of the Project (CNDDB and USFWS Databases) 

Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing California 
Listing 

CNPS 
Listing 

CDFW 
Status 

Accipiter gentilis northern goshawk None None   SSC 

Aplodontia rufa californica Sierra Nevada mountain 
beaver None None   SSC 

Arabis rigidissima var. demota Galena Creek rockcress None None 1B.2   

Artemisia tripartita ssp. 
tripartita threetip sagebrush None None 2B.3   

Empidonax traillii willow flycatcher None Endangered     

Eriogonum umbellatum var. 
torreyanum Donner Pass buckwheat None None 1B.2   

Ivesia sericoleuca Plumas ivesia None None 1B.2   

Juncus luciensis Santa Lucia dwarf rush None None 1B.2   

Lepus americanus tahoensis Sierra Nevada snowshoe 
hare None None   SSC 

Oncorhynchus clarkii henshawi Lahontan cutthroat trout Threatened None     

Rana sierrae Sierra Nevada yellow-
legged frog Endangered Threatened   WL 

Rhamnus alnifolia alder buckthorn None None 2B.2   

Rorippa subumbellata Tahoe yellow cress None Endangered 1B.1   

Scutellaria galericulata marsh skullcap None None 2B.2   

Setophaga petechia yellow warbler None None   SSC 

Vulpes vulpes necator Sierra Nevada red fox Candidate Threatened     

California Native Plant Society: California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Status: 

1B.1 Rare, Threatened or Endangered in California and Elsewhere, Seriously 
threatened in California SSC - Species of Special Concern                              

1B.2 Rare, Threatened or Endangered in California and Elsewhere,   Moderately 
threatened in California WL - Watch List 

2B.2 Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California, But More Common 
Elsewhere, Moderately threatened in California 

 

   

2B.3 Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California, But More Common 
Elsewhere, Not very threatened in California 
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Figure 4: Special Status CNDDB and USFS Species in the Project Vicinity 
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3.3.5 Cultural Resources 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource as defined in §15064.5?  

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?  

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or 
site or unique geologic feature? 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of 
dedicated cemeteries?  

    

 
3.3.5.1 Discussion of Impact on Cultural Resources 

 
Setting 
 
Martis Valley is known to support a large number of historic and archeological resources and, in 
particular, includes multiple known prehistoric-period cultural resources. The area is located 
within territory commonly attributed to the Washoe people. The area was also heavily affected 
by historic activities, including emigrant travel into California, logging and mining. Multiple 
recent environmental documents record the prehistoric, ethnographic and historic setting of the 
Martis Valley, and include descriptions and data from numerous cultural resource investigations, 
archeological studies and field surveys. 
 

Cultural Resource Work in the Martis Valley 
 
Since 2009 USACE archaeologists have been conducting a cultural resources inventory of the 
USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project Area, within which the project area is located. In 
addition, recent cultural resource investigations and surveys of portions of the Martis Creek Lake 
and Dam Project were conducted as part of the CalPeco 625 and 650 Electrical Line Upgrade 
Project (CalPeco) (Ascent Environmental 2013), and for the MVRT (North Fork Associates 
2012). Portions of the study areas surveyed for these two projects directly overlap with the three 
tributary restoration sites and so are relevant references for this analysis. The USACE Martis 
Creek Lake and Dam Master Plan Update and associated Environmental Assessment (EA) 
(USACE 2016 and USACE 2014) also summarize cultural resource information associated with 
the project area, including a summary of all the archaeological sites known to exist in the 
USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project. 
 

Cultural Resources in the Project Area 
 
Based on primary reports and maps provided by USACE, and with reference to the cultural 
resource sections of the MVRT EIR, CalPeco EIR/EIS/EIS and Martis Creek Lake and Dam 
Master Plan Update EA, portions of seven prehistoric resource sites (some of which also contain 
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historical components) are within the project area or directly adjacent to the project area. As 
recorded in the MVRT EIR, the CalPeco EIR/EIS/EIS and in the primary reports by USACE, the 
integrity of these sites has been reduced by mining, logging harvesting, ranching, road building 
and other activities, though portions of most of the sites retain sufficient integrity and potential 
resource value to be potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and/or the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). Table 3 lists these sites, 
their description, age, notes and CRHR status. Data to populate this table is largely based on 
Table 4. Archaeological Sites Known to Exist at Martis Creek Lake in the USACE Martis Creek 
Lake and Dam Master Plan Update, with additional data provided by the cultural resource 
chapters in the CalPeco EIR/EIS/EIS, MVRT EIR, and from a draft background report prepared 
for the MVRT: Archeological Investigations for the Proposed Martis Valley Trail - Segments 1 
and 3A (Waechter and Lindström 2014). All of the sites contain a variety of artifacts 
representing various prehistoric activities. Some sites also contain artifacts associated with 
historic activities, including some linear features that reflect the ranching/grazing, logging, and 
mining activities associated with modern settlement of the region. 
 
Other than these seven sites identified in Table 3, and the prehistoric and historic artifacts 
contained within them, there are no identified historic, archeological or paleontological resources 
within the project area. 
 
Table 3. Archeological Sites with Boundaries that Extend Within the Project Area or that are Directly 
Adjacent to the Project Area 

Resource 
Designator 

Description Age Notes CRHR status 

CA-PLA-5 Lithic scatter, probable 
occupation site  

prehistoric  Partially disturbed site. Includes 
substantial cultural deposits with 
milling and thermal features  

Prehistoric component 
recommended eligible; 
historic component 
recommended not eligible  
 

CA-PLA-6 Lithic scatter prehistoric Habitation site; minor historic 
component 

Prehistoric component 
recommended eligible; 
historic component 
recommended not eligible 

CA-PLA-490 Lithic scatter, probable 
occupation site 

prehistoric Numerous BRMs/slicks, an arrow 
point, and a historic wood 
feature. Disturbed by former 
gravel quarry. 

Recommended eligible 

CA-PLA-
491/H 

Historic ranch and 
prehistoric lithic scatter; 
probable occupation site 

mixed Old Cavitt Ranch site. Recommended eligible 

Coyote 9 Lithic scatter and historic 
debris 

mixed  Scattered, infrequent historic 
debris 

Unknown 

Coyote 17 Lithic scatter prehistoric Located on a high spot in the 
floodplain 

Unknown 

Sullo 1 Lithic scatter prehistoric  Unknown 

 
Impact Discussion 
 
There are no long-term impacts to cultural resources associated with the project as project 
operation would not introduce any additional people, infrastructure or equipment to the area that 
would degrade a resource. Therefore, this analysis focuses on the direct and indirect impacts to 
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historic, archeologic and paleontological resources that may result from project construction; and 
also considers potential impacts to human remains. Construction activities that could disturb a 
resource include, but are not limited to, access to the restoration sites, staging of equipment, 
grading of streambanks, clearing vegetation, installation of new or replacement bridges and 
restoration and re-vegetation measures. Such activities can disturb or compact soils, crush or 
displace artifacts, and could alter prehistoric and historic features or deposits. Ground-disturbing 
activities are short-term or temporary, but damage, if any, to non-renewable historic, 
archeological and paleontological resources would be permanent.  
 
a) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – According to CEQA, lead agencies are required to 

identify historical resources that may be affected by any undertaking that triggers CEQA 
environmental review. The significance of such resources must be evaluated using the 
criteria for listing in the CRHR (Public Resources Code Section 5024.1). Generally, a 
resource is considered to be historically significant if it has integrity and meets the criteria for 
listing in the CRHR. Resources already listed or determined eligible for the NRHP are by 
definition eligible for the CRHR. Integrity is defined as the authenticity of a historical 
resource’s physical identity, evidenced by the survival of characteristics that existed during 
the resource’s period of significance. CRHR regulations specify that integrity is a quality that 
applies to historical resources in seven ways: location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. In addition, for a resource to be eligible for the 
CRHR, it must satisfy each of the following three standards. 

a. A property must be significant at the local, state, or national level, under one or 
more of the following criteria. 

i. It is associated with events or patterns of events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of the history and cultural 
heritage of California and the United States. 

ii. It is associated with the lives of persons important to the nation or 
California’s past. 

iii. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or 
method of construction, or represents the work of an important creative 
individual, or possesses high artistic values. 

iv. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to the 
prehistory or history of the state or the nation. 

b. A resource must retain enough of its historic character or appearance to be 
recognizable as a historic property, and to convey the reasons for its significance. 

c. It must be 50 years old or older (except for rare cases of structures of exceptional 
significance). 

 
As described in Table 3 above, of the seven archeological sites with boundaries that extend 
within or are directly adjacent to the project area, four are listed or are potentially eligible for 
listing on the CRHR. Most of the direct and indirect actions associated with the planned 
restoration would not overlap with these archeological sites, and therefore there would be no 
anticipated impact to this threshold. However, the restoration planned for some of the sites, 
such as along Reach 3 of Martis Creek, does overlap or is directly adjacent to these 
documented historical resources, such that project construction could result in a substantial 
adverse change to a historical resource. Potential impacts to historic resources, including to 
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any previously unidentified resources discovered as a result of earthmoving activities, would 
be reduced with implementation of Mitigation Measure CUL.1, CUL.2, and CUL.3. 
Implementation of these mitigation measures would prevent significant adverse effects to 
documented historic resources, reducing the potential impacts of the project to less than 
significant 
 

b) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – Public Resource Code (PRC) Section 21083.2 states 
that if a project could affect a resource that has not met with the definition of a historical 
resource set forth in PRC Section 21084, then the lead agency should determine whether a 
project would have a significant effect on “unique” archaeological resources. PRC 
21082.2(g) states: “… a ‘unique archaeological resource’ means an archaeological artifact, 
object, or site about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely adding to the 
current body of knowledge, there is a high probability that it meets any of the following 
criteria: 

a. Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions 
and that there is demonstrable public interest in that information. 

b. Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best 
available example of its type. 

c. Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or 
historic event or person.” 

A resource that merely adds to the current body of knowledge without meeting one of the 
above criteria is considered a non-unique archeological or paleontological resource.  
 
The project would not likely cause a significant impact to a unique archaeological resource. 
Of the three sites with an unknown CRHR listing eligibility (see Table 3, above), none of the 
sites, nor any artifacts within the sites, are likely to meet the definition of a unique 
archeological resource according to the above criteria. In addition, implementation of 
Mitigation Measures CUL.1, CUL.2, and CUL.3 would reduce any potential impacts to 
unique archeological resources, including to any previously unidentified resources 
discovered as a result of earthmoving activities, to a less than significant level. 

 
c) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – Paleontological resources are the fossilized 

evidence of past life found in the geologic record. No paleontological resources or unique 
geologic features are known to exist within the Martis Valley. However, subsurface 
paleontological resources or unique geologic features could be discovered during excavation 
conducted for the proposed project. Mitigation Measure CUL.4 would ensure that impacts to 
such resources discovered during ground disturbance activities would be less than significant. 
 

d) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – USACE field inventories of the USACE Martis 
Creek Lake and Dam Project Area have not identified any burial sites or ceremonial grounds. 
Therefore, no human remains are known to be buried within the project area. In the event that 
human remains are discovered, Mitigation Measure CUL.5 would reduce potentially 
significant impacts to a less than significant level. 

 
3.3.5.2 Mitigation Measures for Cultural Resources 
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Mitigation Measure CUL.1) All impacts to existing historic resources, potentially historic 
resources, unique archeological resources, and/or resources identified by the Washoe Tribe to be 
of cultural significance will be avoided to the extent feasible by designating all archeological 
sites within the project area or immediately adjacent to the project area as exclusion zones and 
demarcating the boundaries of those zones with fencing, stalking, flagging or other appropriate 
material. This demarcation shall be completed by a qualified archeologist as determined by 
USACE. Signage shall be placed on the markers identifying the exclusion zone and stating that 
construction vehicles, equipment, and personnel are not permitted in the exclusion zone. If 
complete avoidance of the zone is not feasible, appropriate construction methods for each 
potentially conflicting situation shall be developed in coordination with a qualified archeologist 
and appropriate representatives from TRWC and USACE. If the conflict involves a resource that 
is of potential significance to the Washoe Tribe, a tribal representative shall also be consulted. 
An example of a construction method that could be employed to reduce disturbance in an area 
demarcated as an archeological site would be utilization of a hand crew, as opposed to a 
machine, to grade a streambank. In other conflicting situations, such as where a vehicle must 
pass through an exclusion zone to access a site, a qualified archeologist shall examine the access 
route and determine whether vehicle passage through the zone would damage the resource such 
that its integrity, or other criteria contributing to its significance, would be compromised. In any 
situation of conflict where a qualified archeologist determines the project either directly or 
indirectly would cause a significant impact to a historic resource or unique archeological 
resource, the restoration activity planned for that location shall be modified to ensure a less than 
significant impact to the at-risk cultural resource. 
 
Mitigation Measure CUL.2) Prior to construction, TRWC, in collaboration with USACE, shall 
prepare a Construction Monitoring and Unanticipated Discovery Plan that will present, in detail, 
procedures to be implemented during construction to avoid impacts to any potentially significant 
cultural resources, including any resources identified by the Washoe Tribe to be of cultural 
significance. The Construction Monitoring and Unanticipated Discovery Plan may include 
guidelines with respect to locations within the project area where an archeological and/or Native 
American monitor is required, the creation of buffer zones near areas of cultural sensitivity, and 
work stoppage guidelines. At a minimum, if a potential heritage or cultural resources is 
discovered, construction shall be halted within 50-feet of the site until a qualified archeologist 
can evaluate the find. If the archeologist can determine at the time that the find would not be 
eligible for the NRHP or CRHR and does not contain human remains, construction may proceed 
after the find is properly documented and/or collected. The Construction Monitoring and 
Unanticipated Discovery Plan will also discuss procedures for immediate work stoppage and 
treatment in the event of discovery of human remains during construction activities. 
 
Mitigation Measure CUL.3) As part of the WEAP training (see Mitigation Measure BIO.9), all 
construction personnel shall be trained regarding the recognition of cultural and heritage 
resources. At a minimum WEAP topics regarding heritage and cultural resources to cover with 
personnel include: 

• types of heritage and cultural resources expected in the project area;  
• types of evidence that indicates heritage or cultural resources might be present (e.g., 

ceramic shards, trash scatters, lithic scatters);  
• roles and responsibilities of the construction monitors;  
• importance of avoiding areas flagged or otherwise identified as sensitive;  
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• what to do if a worker encounters a possible resource;  
• what to do if a worker encounters bones or possible bones; and  
• penalties for removing or intentionally disturbing heritage and cultural resources. 

Mitigation Measure CUL.4) Should any evidence of paleontological resources (e.g. fossils) be 
encountered during grading or excavation either onsite or offsite as a result of project 
construction, work shall be suspended within 100 feet of the find and TRWC shall be 
immediately notified. At that time, TRWC shall coordinate any necessary investigation of the 
site with a qualified paleontologist as needed to assess the resource and provide management 
recommendations, such as avoiding the resource and/or excavating and recording data on the 
resource. The contractor shall implement any measures deemed necessary by TRWC for the 
protection of the paleontological resource. 
 
Mitigation Measure CUL.5) If human remains are discovered, all work within 50 feet of the 
discovery site will halt immediately. TRWC shall notify the County Coroner, as stipulated in 
Section 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code. The Coroner will determine whether 
the remains are Native American and, if so, will contact the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) by telephone within 24 hours. The commission will follow the stipulations 
in Section 5097.98 of the PRC, including notification of those persons it believes to be most 
likely descended from the deceased Native American. If the commission is unable to identify a 
descendant, the descendant is unable to make a recommendation, or the landowner (USACE) 
rejects the recommendation, the NAHC will mediate any dispute between the parties. Because 
the project area is within federally managed lands, the provisions of the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) also apply. For NAGPRA-associated discoveries, it 
may be necessary to provide 24-hour, onsite security. 
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3.3.6 Geology and Soils 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of 
a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42? 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?      

iv) Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?     

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that 
would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially 
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse?  

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or 
property?  

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic 
tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are 
not available for the disposal of waste water?  

    

 
3.3.6.1 Discussion of Impact on Geology and Soils 

 
Setting 
 
Martis Creek, in Placer County, is located in the Sierra Nevada Geomorphic Province of 
California.  The Sierra Nevada is a large tilted fault block, nearly 400 miles long, which is 
bordered to the east by the Basin and Range province and to the west by the Great Valley 
province.  
 
The parent material is comprised of quaternary alluvium and marine deposits (Q) with some 
quaternary volcanic flow rocks, Unit 1 – Cascade Volcanic Field, (Qv) to the south. The Mineral 
Land Classification of Placer County lists the area as primarily MRZ-3a (sg-15) which is 
described as glacial deposits. The Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey lists 
the soil types as AQB (aquolls and borolls, 0-5% slope), MEB (Martis-Euer variant complex, 2-
5% slopes), and PX (pits; borrow). 
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Unnamed faults exist within the vicinity of the project area but have no known seismic activity.  
The Foothill Fault Zone traverses the county and several active faults are located near the eastern 
border in Nevada.  These are the North Tahoe, Incline Village and East Tahoe faults.  The Placer 
County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan states that while no major earthquakes have been recorded 
in the county, the area will occasionally experience significantly damaging earthquakes due to 
nearby faults.  
 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) No Impact – The project area is not within an area of concern as specified by the Alquist-

Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map.  Project implementation will primarily involve the use 
of hand tools and light-duty construction equipment. Slopes within the project area do not 
exceed 5% and are primarily flat wet meadow areas. It is not anticipated that any 
construction activities will trigger strong seismic ground shaking, seismic related ground 
failure, or landslides.  Therefore, no impact would occur with project implementation. 
 

b) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – The project area is primarily situated on flat wet 
meadow areas and restoration sites are situated in or near Martis Creek and its tributaries.  
Project implementation will utilize both hand tools and light-duty construction equipment. 
Currently established roads and trails will be utilized to reduce the impact to meadow areas, 
however, some meadow areas may be used by construction equipment to access restoration 
sites which could result in the loss of topsoil.  This can be mitigated to a less than significant 
impact with Mitigation Measure GS.1.   
 
Restoration will also include the regrading of streambanks, installation of a new bridge to 
replace a failing culvert, and head-cut restoration which have the potential to increase erosion 
of soils.  This potentially significant impact would be reduced to a less than significant effect 
by conformance with existing applicable regulatory standards and associated permit 
requirements and by adherence to the general provisions guiding erosion control and 
earthwork Best Management Practices (BMPs) as stated in the restoration design plans. The 
restoration design plan general provisions include the requirement that all revegetation work 
must be overseen by a CPESC and must be documented on a daily basis. Erosion control and 
earthwork BMPs for the project can be found within the Restoration Design Plans attached as 
Appendix B. The specific regulatory standards and associated permit requirements the 
project must adhere to as a condition of construction includes the following: 
 

1. To minimize the potential effects of construction runoff on receiving water 
quality, all municipal, industrial and commercial facilities that discharge 
wastewater or stormwater directly from a point source into a water of the United 
States must obtain a NPDES permit, a permit program established under Section 
402 of the Clean Water Act. In order to obtain coverage under the NPDES 
General Permit for Construction Activities, a NOI is required to be filed with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (in this case the LRWQCB. In conjunction 
with submittal of a NOI to LRWQCB, a SWPPP is required to be prepared by a 
Qualified SWPPP Developer and retained on site during construction. The 
SWPPP has two major objectives: 1) to help identify the sources of sediment and 



Truckee River Watershed Council 
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project  Public Review Draft February 1, 2018 
Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 43 

other pollutants that affect the quality of storm water discharges; and 2) to 
describe and ensure the implementation of BMPs to reduce or eliminate sediment 
and other pollutants in storm water and non-storm water discharges. The SWPPP 
must include BMPs for both construction and post-construction periods. Included 
BMPs must address source control, pollutant control, and treatment control. 
 

2. Grading is subject to Placer County Code, Chapter 15, "Grading, Erosion and 
Sediment Control Ordinance.” Requirements to minimize soil erosion and loss of 
topsoil include the following (Placer County Code 2017): 

i. Grading plans shall be designed with long-term erosion and sediment 
control as a primary consideration. Erosion prevention and source control 
are to be emphasized over sediment controls and treatment. 

ii. Grading operations shall provide erosion and sediment control measures. 
Temporary mulch, revegetation, or other stabilization methods shall be 
applied to areas where permanent revegetation or landscaping cannot be 
immediately implemented.  

iii. Grading activity must be scheduled to ensure completion or winterization 
by October 15th of each year. 

iv. Grading activity shall be conducted such that the smallest practicable area 
of erodible land is exposed at any one time during grading operations and 
the time of exposure is minimized. Land disturbance shall be limited to the 
minimum area necessary for construction. 

v. Natural features, including vegetation, terrain, watercourses and similar 
resources shall be protected and preserved wherever possible. Units of 
grading shall be dearly defined and marked to prevent damage by 
construction equipment. 

vi. Permanent vegetation and structures for erosion and sediment control shall 
be installed as soon as possible. 

vii. Adequate provision shall be made for effective maintenance of temporary 
and permanent erosion and sediment control structures and vegetation. 
Sediment and other construction-related wastes shall be retained and 
properly managed on the site or properly disposed of off-site. 

viii. No topsoil shall be removed from the site unless otherwise directed or 
approved by the community development resource agency. Topsoil 
overburden shall be stockpiled and redistributed where appropriate within 
the graded area after rough grading to provide a suitable base for seeding 
and planting. 

ix. Runoff from the stockpiled area shall be controlled to prevent erosion and 
resultant sedimentation of receiving water. 

x. Runoff shall not be discharged from the site in quantities or at velocities 
substantially above those which occurred before grading except into 
drainage facilities, whose design has been specifically approved by the 
community development resource agency. 

xi. The permittee shall take reasonable precautions to ensure that vehicles do 
not track or spill earth materials into public streets and shall immediately 
remove such materials if this occurs. 
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xii. All cut and fill slopes shall be adequately stabilized to prevent erosion and 
failure through temporary and permanent means. 

xiii. Control measures shall be employed to prevent transport of dust off the 
project site or into any drainage course or water body.  

 
c) Less Than Significant Impact – Direct impacts related to the potential for landslides, 

liquefaction, and soil erosion are addressed in Items (a) and (b) above. Construction activities 
for the proposed project would be temporary and short-term, and are not likely to result in 
substantial soil erosion or require deep excavations. Construction activities are not 
anticipated to result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or 
collapse. Therefore, impacts would be less-than-significant. 
 

d) No Impact – No structures for human occupancy would be constructed as part of the 
proposed project. Because no new risks to life or property would be created, the project 
would have no effect related to expansive or unstable soils. Therefore, no impact would 
occur with project implementation. 

 
e) No Impact – Soils at the project site are adequate to support the proposed project and 

associated equipment. No alternative wastewater disposal systems are proposed as part of the 
project. Therefore, no impact would occur with project implementation. 

 
3.3.6.2 Mitigation Measures for Geology and Soils 

 
Mitigation Measure GS.1) In the event it is necessary to access restoration sites through wet 
meadows or other sensitive areas, meadow protection mats will be used. The purpose of the mats 
is to distribute the force of any construction equipment to reduce compaction, and also to prevent 
the loss of topsoil and protect vegetation.  
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3.3.7 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a)  Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, 
that may have a significant impact on the environment? 

    

b)  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for 
the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

    

 
3.3.7.1 Discussion of Impact on Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 
a, b)  Less Than Significant Impact – As discussed in Section 3.3.3, Air Quality, emissions 

impacts associated with the project are limited to the period of project construction and 
consist of a) air quality impacts associated with emissions from construction equipment and 
b) air quality impacts associated with dust created during ground disturbance activities. As a 
stream and habitat restoration project, there are no GHG emissions associated with the long-
term watershed and habitat improvements associated with the project. GHG emissions of 
primary concern from project construction include carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), 
and nitrous oxide (N2O). Construction related activities resulting in exhaust emissions may 
come from fuel combustion for heavy-duty diesel and gasoline-powered equipment, portable 
auxiliary equipment, material delivery trucks, and worker commuter trips.  

 
 Based on the number, type and use of construction equipment, the construction of the project 

would not exceed PCAPCD adopted GHG thresholds of significance for the construction and 
operational phase of land use projects, nor would the project conflict with any other 
applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of 
greenhouse gases. Further, through revegetation and enhancement of the floodplain and 
riparian areas, the project may result in additional plant sequestration of carbon dioxide and 
reduce potential GHG emissions. Overall, the project would not generate substantial 
greenhouse gas emissions which could be considered to have a significant impact on the 
environment. The impact of the project is less than significant.  

 
3.3.7.2 Mitigation Measures for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
  



Truckee River Watershed Council 
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project  Public Review Draft February 1, 2018 
Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 46 

3.3.8 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials?  

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?  

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of 
an existing or proposed school?  

    

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment?  

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project area?  

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area?  

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?  

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with 
wildlands?  

    

 
3.3.8.1 Discussion of Impact on Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact – During excavation, grading, and construction activities for 

the project, it is anticipated that limited quantities of miscellaneous hazardous substances 
(such as petroleum-based products/fluids, solvents, and oils) would be employed in the 
project area and staging area. The proposed project would comply with all relevant federal, 
state, and local statutes and regulations related to transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials. Therefore, impacts related to transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials 
would be less than significant. Construction activities would incorporate BMPs (as required 
by federal and state regulations) and would minimize hazards resulting from routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. 
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b) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – The operation and storage of construction 
equipment in the project area has the potential to affect water quality through the accidental 
or inadvertent release of oil, grease, or fuel into adjacent waterways. Mitigation Measure 
HAZ.1 identifies measures to avoid spills and reduce the potential for adverse impacts should 
a spill occur. Implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ.1 would reduce risks associated 
with a release of hazardous materials during construction to a less than significant level. 

 
c) No Impact – The project area is not located within a ¼ mile of an existing or proposed 

school. No impact would occur with project implementation. 
 
d) No Impact – The project area is not included on a list of hazardous materials sites (Cortese 

List) compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. In addition, while some areas 
of Placer County are likely to contain naturally occurring asbestos, the project area is not 
located in one of these zones. Therefore, no impact would occur with project implementation. 

 
e, f)  No Impact – Portions of the project area are located within one mile of the Truckee Tahoe 

Airport, however, the project would not result in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area because it is not establishing a new land use that creates the 
potential for such hazards. 

 
g) Less Than Significant Impact – Temporary traffic controls during construction may be 

necessary to ensure safe ingress and egress of construction equipment from SR 267 to staging 
areas and restoration sites, and in particular to the Middle Martis Creek headcut site. 
However, these traffic controls would result in no long-term change in traffic circulation or 
vehicular access routes, and would not affect or impair implementation of any adopted 
emergency response plan or evacuation plan. Any work or traffic control that encroaches on 
SR 267 would require an encroachment permit issued by the California Department of 
Transportation. The encroachment permit would require that appropriate traffic control be 
provided to manage circulation in the vicinity of work within the roadway and would require 
that emergency responders be notified in advance of any lane closures. 

 
h) No Impact – The restoration project would not expose people or structures to risk of loss or 

injury associated with wildland fire because it is not establishing a new land use that creates 
the potential for any increase in wildfire hazard or increase in exposure to wildfire hazard. 
Therefore, there is no impact. 

 
3.3.8.2 Mitigation Measures for Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 
Mitigation Measure HAZ.1) The following measures shall be made a part of the construction 
bid specifications and implemented prior to and during construction. 

• All equipment will be inspected by the contractor for leaks immediately prior to the start 
of construction, and regularly inspected throughout project construction. 

• Each vehicle will be equipped with a spill containment kit sufficient to mitigate spills 
associated with a ruptured hydraulic line or fuel tank. 

• The SWPPP and/or project plans shall identify construction staging areas and designated 
areas where equipment refueling, lubrication, and maintenance may occur. Areas 
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designated for refueling, lubrication, and maintenance of equipment shall be at least 50 
feet from any spring/seep/wetland/marsh areas and 100 feet from creeks and shall be 
approved by USACE. 

• The SWPPP shall contain BMPs for spill prevention and include an emergency response 
program to address quick and safe cleanup of accidental spills. The emergency response 
program shall include reporting requirements and directions consistent with the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensations, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) and California law. 
In addition, the contractor shall immediately notify USACE in the event of any spill or 
release of any chemical during construction.  
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3.3.9 Hydrology and Water Quality 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements?  

    

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there would be a 
net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater 
table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby wells 
would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or 
planned uses for which permits have been granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in 
a manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- 
or off-site?  

    

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or 
substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site?  

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?  

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?      

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on 
a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
other flood hazard delineation map?  

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would 
impede or redirect flood flows?  

    

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure 
of a levee or dam?  

    

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow     

 
3.3.9.1 Discussion of Impact on Hydrology and Water Quality 

 
Setting 
 
As described in the regional setting of the project description: The Martis Creek watershed 
covers an area of approximately 42.7 square miles and drains to the Truckee River in the Town 
of Truckee, California. As tributaries to the Truckee River, all creeks within the Martis Creek 
watershed are within the Truckee River Hydrologic Unit. The Martis Creek subwatershed is 15.7 
square miles, extending from its headwaters on either side of Sawtooth Ridge among forested 
areas and ski runs of Northstar-at-Tahoe, through the Martis Camp residential development and 
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Lahontan Golf Club, to the Martis Valley floor. The Martis Creek subwatershed includes the 
unnamed tributary where the culvert replacement is planned as well as Lookout Mountain 
Tributary. Lookout Mountain Tributary drains an approximately 1.7-square-mile watershed, 
originating from snowmelt and springs in areas currently and recently developed for residential 
and resort uses. The hydrogeomprhic zone of the project area is within the valley flood and 
meadow, described in the Martis Watershed Assessment as: alluvial fan, moraine, montane 
meadow, and wetland. The Lookout Mountain Tributary site is on the edge of this zone and 
includes the forested terrain characteristics of mid-elevation uplands in the Martis Valley. Stream 
gradients in the upper watershed range from 6 to 13%; stream channels along the Martis Valley 
floor and montane meadows range from 1% to 4% (Balance Hydrologics Inc. 2012). The Martis 
Watershed Assessment concluded that disturbance and impaired channels were most prevalent in 
the Martis Valley Floor, noting specifically the conversion of Martis Creek from a highly-
sinuous system of multiple channels to an incised single-thread channel (Balance Hydrologics 
Inc. 2012). 
 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) Less than Significant With Mitigation – Construction activities associated with the proposed 

project could potentially cause or result in temporary increases in erosion and/or siltation. 
Erosion of onsite soils can lead to increased levels of suspended sediments and turbidity in 
receiving waters of Martis Creek, and could potentially impact water quality and result in a 
violation of water quality standards. However, this potentially significant impact would be 
reduced to a less than significant effect by conformance with existing applicable regulatory 
standards and associated permit requirements and by adherence to the erosion control and 
earthwork BMPs in the restoration design plans. In addition, and as an extra precaution given 
that the project proposes activities that involve directly working in and adjacent to stream 
channels, Mitigation Measure HWQ.1 specifies BMPs that will be included in the SWPPP 
and Mitigation Measure HWQ.2 requires review of on-the-ground BMPs prior to forecasted 
rain events. Erosion control and earthwork BMPs for the project can be found within the 
Restoration Design Plans attached as Appendix B. The specific regulatory standards and 
associated permit requirements addressing this potential impact include the following. 
 

• Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the NPDES permit program 
for the discharge of any pollutant into Waters of the United States. In order to obtain 
NPDES permit coverage TRWC must file an NOI with LRWQCB and submit an 
accompanying SWPPP. The SWPPP is required to be prepared and retained on site 
during construction, and must contain BMPs to reduce impacts from erosion and 
sedimentation.  

• Section 401 of the CWA requires a 401 water quality certification from the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (in this case LRWQCB) for any project that 
involves dredging, filling, or otherwise impacting, either temporarily or permanently, 
waters of the U.S. LRWQCB also regulates discharge of waste to waters of the State 
under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. In accordance with Section 401 
of the CWA and with the Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) of the Porter-
Cologne Water Quality Control Act, the project applicant (TRWC) cannot initiate 
construction without LRWQCB approval of a project application describing how the 
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proposed project complies with State water quality standards and will not result in 
adverse impacts to waters of the State, including Waters of the U.S. Water quality 
standards and LRWQCB policies for protecting waters of the State are defined in the 
Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan).  

• Placer County Code, Chapter 15, "Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control 
Ordinance” applies to any ground disturbing activity of 1 or more acres. Section 
3.3.6, Geology and Soils, Item (b) describes the erosion and sediment control 
requirements included in a grading permit issued by the county. These measures 
include multiple on-site practices that reduce the potential for water quality to be 
impaired by the introduction of sediment. 

 
b) No Impact – The proposed project would not require the use of, or interfere with, 

groundwater supplies in the proposed project area. Consistent with its purpose, the project 
will increase water surface elevations and detain water in the floodplain of Martis Valley. 
This effect is intentional and will assist with improved floodplain habitat and potentially 
support groundwater recharge, infiltration, and shallow groundwater storage, all key 
ecological functions of floodplains and meadows. Groundwater stored in meadows may 
percolate to the deeper aquifer, and may support downstream and late-season baseflow in the 
watershed, helping to maintain resiliency and promote recovery following drought periods. 
There is no impact to this threshold. 

 
c) No Impact – The restoration project would not alter the existing drainage pattern of Martis 

Creek or of any of its tributaries. The tributaries would continue to drain into Martis Creek 
and Martis Creek would continue to drain to Martis Creek Lake. The design of the restoration 
project is intended to reduce creek erosion and sedimentation transport associated with 
Martis Creek and its tributaries by grading to treat channel incision and by the introduction of 
components (e.g. log jams, bioengineered check dams, installation of coir mats) designed to 
reduce water flow velocity, increase water surface elevations and stabilize creek banks. 
Because the project would not alter an existing drainage pattern of the site or area in a 
manner that would result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off site, there is no impact to 
this threshold. 

 
d) Less Than Significant Impact – The restoration project would not alter the existing drainage 

pattern of Martis Creek or of any of its tributaries. The tributaries would continue to drain 
into Martis Creek and Martis Creek would continue to drain to Martis Creek Lake. The 
actions and components of the restoration project (e.g. grading to treat channel incision and 
the introduction of log jams and bioengineered check dams) are designed to raise water 
surface elevations and reduce water flow velocity in Martis Creek and its tributaries. These 
components, and the restoration project as a whole, should increase water attenuation in the 
Martis Valley floodplain, ultimately increasing water storage capacity of the meadow and 
reducing the rate and velocity at which water flows from the headwaters of the watershed 
into Martis Creek Lake. This is beneficial from a flooding standpoint as the structural 
integrity of the Martis Creek Lake dam is compromised and thus the total water volume the 
lake can hold at any one time is limited. Restoration projects that detain water in the Maris 
Valley floodplain for longer periods of time reduce stress to the dam’s infrastructure by 
reducing the volume and rate of water that enters the lake during runoff events. In addition, 
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as the majority of the restoration projects are upstream of SR 267, this attenuation may 
reduce the potential for Martis Creek to flood the Highway during high-runoff events. 
Because the project would not alter an existing drainage pattern of the site or area, or 
substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in 
flooding on- or off-site, there is no adverse impact to this threshold. 

 
e,f)  Less Than Significant Impact – As discussed in Items (c) and (d), above, the improved 

floodplain function expected as a result of the project would increase the water storage 
capacity of the floodplain and reduce the velocity and volume of runoff passing through the 
watershed at any one time. As a result the project would not create runoff conditions that 
tax the capacity of any existing or planned stormwater drainage systems. In addition, 
reducing the velocity of water passing through Martis Creek and its tributaries increases the 
opportunity for sediment and other pollutants to be deposited and trapped, resulting in an 
improvement in downstream water quality. As noted in the project description, TRWC 
estimated that the planned restoration for the five reaches along Martis Creek could result 
in the beneficial annual reduction of roughly 14 tons of sediment to the creek (Balance 
Hydrologics Inc. 2017). Any sources of pollution or degradation of water quality associated 
with the project would be limited to the period of construction. Potential impacts associated 
with the introduction of construction-related erosion material or contaminants into surface 
waters would be reduced to a less than significant level by conformance with existing 
federal, state and local water quality regulations as discussed under Item (a) above, and by 
implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ.1 regarding avoiding spills and reducing 
adverse impacts associated with any spills that may occur. 
 

g) No Impact – No structures for human occupancy would be constructed as part of the 
proposed project and no existing housing would be affected by the proposed project. 
Therefore, no impact would occur with project implementation. 

 
h) No Impact – The project does not involve placement of structures that would impede or 

redirect flood flows. Rather, the project includes features that would detain additional flood 
volume along the creek corridor, reducing downstream peak flows and improving the 
floodplain function of Martis Creek watershed. Therefore, there is no impact to this 
threshold. 
 

i) No Impact – Currently Martis Creek Lake, the reservoir built for flood risk management 
and operated by USACE, is not operable at maximum capacity due to compromised 
integrity of the dam. If upgraded, the surface water elevation of Martis Creek Lake could 
be maintained at an elevation (gross pool) that would cover 768 acres of the Martis Valley 
Floor with temporary inundation of 1,145 acres during flood events. The lake is currently 
kept at a minimum pool with a surface area of 70 acres and containing approximately 800 
acre-feet of water (USACE 2016).  It is unlikely that the gross capacity of Martis Creek 
Lake will ever be realized considering the existing compromised integrity of the dam and 
in consideration of the long-term goals for management of the area (USACE 2016). If at 
some future point Martis Creek Lake dam is repaired such that its gross capacity could be 
realized, the proposed bridge, and other infrastructure within the gross pool of the lake 
could be temporarily flooded.Temporary inundation of the project area is not anticipated to 
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effect the overall integrity of the pedestrian bridge structure. There is no impact associated 
with this threshold. 
 

j) No Impact – Inundation by seiche or mudflow is not anticipated as a result of the project. 
There is no impact. 

 
3.3.9.2 Mitigation Measures for Hydrology and Water Quality 

 
Mitigation Measure HWQ.1) The Restoration Design Plans and/or SWPPP prepared for the 
project shall include the following BMPs. 

• A construction schedule that identifies maximum flow limits during construction 
• A description of acceptable soil moisture and creek flow conditions that must be met 

prior to ground disturbance activities.  
• Measures to limit human, vehicle and livestock access to the site to allow for recovery of 

vegetation 
• A delineation of areas of construction/access on stream banks and riparian areas and 

specifications for equipment access routes 
 
Mitigation Measure HWQ.2) The project contractor will review on the ground project BMPs 
prior to a large forecasted storm event (1 inch in 24 hours rain event, or prolonged period of rain 
over a 48 hour period exceeding a total of 2.5 inches) that may exceed BMP capacity and would 
notify appropriate staff (e.g. contract administrator at TRWC) if additional BMPS are 
recommended to disconnect runoff from surface water features. 
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3.3.10 Land Use and Planning  
Would the project: Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Physically divide an established community?      

b)Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of 
an agency with jurisdiction over the project  (including, but not 
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or 
zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating 
an environmental effect?  

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural 
community conservation plan?  

    

 
3.3.10.1 Discussion of Impact on Land Use and Planning 

 
Setting 
 
Martis Creek and tributaries are located on parcels of land in Martis Valley, California in the 
USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project. The project falls within areas designated as either 
Water Influence or Open Space in both the Placer County General Plan and the Martis Valley 
Community Plan. The project area is zoned by Placer County as either W-AO or O-AO. The 
2016 USACE Master Plan Update classifies lands within the project area as either: low-density 
recreation, high-density recreation, wildlife management, or environmentally sensitive.. 
 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) No Impact – The proposed project would not result in the physical division of a community. 

The proposed project would not create a new barrier between various portions of the project 
area, and would not result in any permanent structures that would physically divide an 
established community. Therefore, no impact would occur with project implementation. 
 

b) No Impact – Restoration of Martis Creek and of the three tributary sites is an action that is 
consistent will all applicable land use plans, policies and regulations applicable to the project 
area, therefore no impact to this threshold would occur with project implementation. 
 

c) No Impact – The proposed project would not conflict with implementation of a habitat 
conservation or natural community conservation plan. Therefore, no impact to this threshold 
would occur with project implementation. 

 
3.3.10.2 Mitigation Measures for Land Use and Planning 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.11 Mineral Resources 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that 
would be of value to the region and the residents of the state?  

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan?  

    

 
3.3.11.1 Discussion of Impact on Mineral Resources 

 
Setting 
 
In compliance with the California Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), the 
California Division of Mines and Geology has established a classification system to denote both 
the location and significance of key extractive resources. Under SMARA, the State Mining and 
Geology Board may designate certain mineral deposits as being regionally significant to satisfy 
future needs. The 1995 Mineral Land Classification Map of Placer County lists the Martis Valley 
area as primarily MRZ-3a (sg-15) which is described as glacial deposits. As described in the 
accompanying 1995 Mineral Land Classification report, construction aggregate was 
commercially produced from glacial outwash deposits in the Martis Valley area and an adequate 
supply of construction aggregate is a prime concern for the County. 
 
Impact Discussion 
 
a,b) No Impact – Despite the presence of construction aggregate in the Martis Valley, no mineral 

extraction operations currently occur in the project vicinity, and  no portion of the Martis 
Creek Lake and Dam Project is designated by the USACE Martis Creek Lake Master Plan 
Update, Placer County General Plan or Martis Valley Community Plan as a mineral 
resource recovery site. In addition, fill removed from the restoration site, including fill that 
might be classified as construction aggregate, would remain within the project area. The 
receiving site for fill, identified in Figure 3, Project Area, is on the north side of SR 267. Fill 
deposited in the designated area would be laid to grade and re-seeded at the completion of 
the project. The project would result in no impact associated with the loss of availability of 
mineral resources. 

 
3.3.11.2 Mitigation Measures for Mineral Resources 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.12 Noise 
Would the project result in:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of 
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies?  

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels?  

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinity above levels existing without the project?  

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the 
project?  

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels?  

    

 
3.3.12.1 Discussion of Impact on Noise 

 
a-d) Less Than Significant Impact – Any noise impacts associated with the project would be 

intermittent and limited to the period of project construction. Use of construction equipment 
could result in a temporary increase in noise that temporarily and intermittently exceeds 
noise level limits specified in Article 9.36 of the Placer County Code. In addition, use of 
construction equipment could result in intermittent minor ground-borne vibration associated 
with grading activities and bridge construction. However the project is in an open space area 
with no nearby residential or commercial facilities. In addition, the majority of any 
construction work is expected to occur on days and hours specified by the Placer County 
Code (Chapter 9, Section 9.36.030, “Exemptions”) as exempt from noise standards. This is a 
less than significant impact. 

 
e, f) No Impact – Portions of the project area are located within one mile of the Truckee Tahoe 

Airport, however, this will not result in exposure of people working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels. There is no impact. 

 
3.3.12.2 Mitigation Measures for Noise 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.13 Population and Housing 
Would the project:  Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly 
(for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly 
(for example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?  

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating 
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?  

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?  

    

 
3.3.13.1 Discussion of Impact on Population and Housing 

 
a-c) No Impact – The project will not directly or indirectly induce population growth in the area 

nor will it displace housing or require construction of replacement housing. Therefore, there 
is no impact. 

 
3.3.13.2 Mitigation Measures for Population and Housing 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.14 Public Services 
 Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for 
any of the public services:  

    

Fire protection?     

Police protection?     

Schools?     

Parks?     

Other public facilities?     

 
3.3.14.1 Discussion of Impact on Public Services 

 
a) Less Than Significant Impact – The project is a watershed and habitat restoration project. No 

new public services would be necessary to support the project, and the project would not 
increase the intensity of use of existing services. The project would result in the temporary 
closure of access to the TMT from the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot and would eliminate 
the volunteer foot trail that follows Martis Creek from the parking lot area to the creek’s 
intersection with the TMT (just before Pappe’s bridge). As the trail is an informal volunteer 
foot trail, and not a formally recognized recreation facility, and because the existing TMT has 
adequate capacity to service pedestrians and cyclists in the area, restoration of the foot trail 
would not require mitigation with any new recreation facilitates.  

 
3.3.14.2 Mitigation Measures for Public Services 

 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.15 Recreation 
 Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood 
and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or 
be accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might 
have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

    

 
3.3.15.1 Discussion of Impact on Recreation 

 
Setting 
 
With the exception of a portion of the construction access route to the Lookout Mountain 
Tributary site, the project area is wholly within the USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project 
and on lands designated in the 1977 USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Master Plan as either 
for wildlife management or low-density recreation. The TMT, which is maintained by NCSD, 
provides 14.6 miles of publicly accessible unpaved trails through the Northstar community and 
the USACE Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project. In addition to the TMT, an existing volunteer 
foot trail follows Martis Creek from the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot upstream to an 
intersection with the TMT around reach 1 of the creek. These existing trails are some of the most 
popular trails in the Truckee area. However, as identified in the 2012 Martis Creek Watershed 
Assessment (Balance Hydrologics Inc. 2012), the heavy use of the volunteer foot trail along 
Martis Creek has led to water quality impacts. Erosion of the trail and streambanks has led to 
sedimentation of the creek. In addition, the presence of humans and dogs in a sensitive wet 
meadow and stream ecosystem negatively impacts wildlife.  
 
The limited recreational infrastructure within the project area includes three bridges: 1) the TMT 
pedestrian bridge crossing of Martis Creek just south of the reach 1 restoration site, known as 
“Pappe’s Bridge,” 2) the TMT pedestrian bridge crossing on the northern edge of the Lookout 
Mountain Tributary site, known as “Jake’s Bridge,” and 3) the pedestrian bridge crossing over 
Middle Martis Creek immediately downstream of the headcut restoration site. In addition, the 
site of the failed culverts on the unnamed tributary just west of Martis Creek allows users of the 
TMT to cross the tributary at that location. Additional infrastructure in the project area includes 
at least two wooden benches along Martis Creek as well as a picnic table on the west side of 
Martis Creek within the Lookout Mountain Tributary site, just upstream of Jake’s Bridge. 
 
Impact Discussion 
 
a) Less Than Significant Impact – The restoration along Martis Creek involves grading that 

would affect the volunteer foot trail along the creek, and includes revegetation and erosion 
control measures focused on preserving the wetland and riparian attributes of the area. As 
such, elimination of the existing volunteer foot trail is an indirect effect of the restoration 
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project. Elimination of the volunteer foot trail would likely increase recreational use of the 
TMT, which is also accessible via the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot and is generally 
located on less sensitive soils than the existing foot trail. The existing gravel-track of the 
TMT would not experience substantial physical deterioration due to potentially minimal 
increases in pedestrian use. This is a less than significant impact. 
 

b) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation – The project includes replacement of existing 
failed culverts with a full span bridge and raising the height of Jake’s Bridge to ensure that 
the bridge would not be flooded by the raised water surface elevations resulting from project 
implementation at the Lookout Mountain Tributary site. In addition, if models indicate the 
location of the existing picnic table near the Lookout Mountain Tributary site would be 
subject to flooding as a result of the project, the picnic table would be relocated to a nearby 
location with less flood risk potential. Construction of the proposed full span bridge and of a 
remodeled Jake’s Bridge, would be subject to federal, state and local regulations for activities 
in waters of the State and U.S. In particular Section 404 of the CWA regulates the placement 
of dredged or fill material in waters of the U.S. and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
regulates all structures and work in over and under navigable waters. These regulations, 
combined with the proposed mitigation measures included in this document, and specifically 
in Section 3.3.4, Biological Resources, and Section 3.3.9 Hydrology and Water Quality, 
would reduce any adverse physical effects associated with raising the height of the bridge to 
a less than significant impact. 

 
3.3.15.2 Mitigation Measures for Recreation 

 
Implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO.1-BIO.8 and HWQ.1 shall be required. 
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3.3.16 Transportation/Traffic 
Would the project: Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing 
measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation 
system, taking into account all modes of transportation including 
mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant components of 
the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections, 
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and 
mass transit? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, 
including, but not limited to level of service standards and travel 
demand measures, or other standards established by the county 
congestion management agency for designated roads or highways? 

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an 
increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in 
substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans or programs regarding public 
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the 
performance or safety of such facilities? 

    

 

3.3.16.1 Discussion of Impact on Transportation/Traffic 
 

Setting 
 

The project is a stream and habitat restoration project in an open space area of which only 
limited parts are accessible by USACE or NCSD maintenance vehicles. The only 
transportation/traffic impacts associated with the project would occur during the project 
construction period. Construction vehicles would access the majority of the restoration sites via 
ingress and egress routes from SR 267. The Lookout Mountain Tributary site would be accessed 
via Basque Drive, a residential street just west of the Northstar Golf Course.  
 

State Route 267 is one of the main northern entrances into the Lake Tahoe Basin. It is a nearly 12 
mile, two-lane, undivided mountain highway that connects I-80 at Truckee in Nevada County to 
SR 28 in Kings Beach in Placer County. The route is of local and regional significance because it 
provides access to residential, industrial, commercial and recreational land uses.  
 

Caltrans District 3 has established concept Level of Service standards for a 20-year period of 
LOS D for route segments in rural areas and LOS E for route segments in urban areas. Presently, 
LOS conditions for SR 267 are at LOS D. This LOS rating is directly attributed to the hilly, 
mountainous terrain of this rural route, limited sight distance, few passing opportunities, many 
curves, and steep grades. SR 267 LOS conditions include some delays, occasional unstable 
traffic flows, and difficult or few passing opportunities. 
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Impact Discussion 
 
a-c, e & f)  Less Than Significant Impact – Construction of the proposed project is limited to one 
summer season and would not generate substantial increases in vehicle traffic, alter the mix of 
vehicle traffic on existing roadways or conflict with transportation plans in the region. The 
Restoration Design Plans include appropriate ingress and egress routes for construction vehicle 
and personnel access to the project sites that take into account traffic safety. Any work or traffic 
control that encroaches on SR 267 would require an encroachment permit issued by the 
California Department of Transportation. The encroachment permit would require that 
appropriate traffic control be provided to manage circulation in the vicinity of work within the 
roadway. Overall, the project would not adversely affect transportation and circulation in the 
area. 
 
d)  Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation – Construction activities immediately adjacent 
to SR 267, such as staging of construction equipment associated with the Middle Martis headcut 
site, could increase traffic hazards due to associated shoulder or lane closures and resulting 
decreased roadway width. Decreased roadway width, if not managed appropriately, could 
increase hazards for vehicles, as well as bicyclists. Bicyclists are currently permitted along SR 
267. Construction activities associated with transport of materials and fill from the restoration 
sites on the south side of SR 267 to the north side of SR 267 could create hazards associated with 
multiple trips by oversized construction vehicles. In addition, the movement of construction 
equipment, including oversized vehicles, between SR 267 and the restoration sites could create 
potential travel hazards at the points of ingress and egress to the project area. Mitigation Measure 
TRANS.1 would reduce potentially significant traffic hazards created during project construction 
to a less than significant impact by requiring development and implementation of a Traffic 
Control Plan to protect the safety of workers and the traveling public. In addition, 
implementation of Mitigation Measure TRANS.2, would ensure that any cumulative 
transportation impacts associated with construction of this project in combination with 
construction of the MVRT would be coordinated and managed to reduce potentially significant 
cumulative traffic impacts. 
 

3.3.16.2 Mitigation Measures for Transportation/Traffic 
 
TRANS.1) TRWC in coordination with NCSD will develop and implement a Traffic Control 
Plan to minimize disruptions to surface travel and protect the safety of workers and the traveling 
public. The Traffic Control Plan will include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 

• coordination with local transportation agencies and emergency service providers for 
temporary lane and road closures and implementation of measures to maintain emergency 
vehicle access; 

• identification of any time restrictions on construction activities that could affect 
roadways; 

• traffic control measures (flagging methods, signage, reduced speeds in work zones, 
parking restrictions); 

• provision for maintaining safe pedestrian and bicycle travel (e.g., signage to direct 
pedestrians and bicyclists to safe routes around construction areas); and 
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• public outreach advising the travelling public of construction activity and travel 
restrictions. 
 

The Traffic Control Plan measures will be monitored by the applicant for effectiveness and 
adjustments will be made as needed to the implementation of the Traffic Control Plan to further 
minimize travel disruptions and maintain safety. 
 
Mitigation Measure TRANS.2) If construction of the MVRT is scheduled for the same time 
period as construction of the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project, the following actions 
shall be taken: 
 

• TRWC and NCSD project managers will compare each project’s construction schedule 
and project plans, including access routes, staging areas and construction sequencing, and 
identify any locations and times where construction equipment is scheduled to be staged 
or active in the same area. Based on this review TRWC shall modify, as necessary, the 
construction schedule or project plans to maintain an adequate level of safety for ingress 
and egress to all staging areas. 
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3.3.17 Tribal Cultural Resources 
Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public 
Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size 
and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural 
value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as 
defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or 

    

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe. 

    

 
3.3.17.1 Discussion of Impact on Tribal Cultural Resources 

 
a) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – The project area falls within the traditional territory 

of the northern Washoe, or Wélmelti’ (Lindström 2011). As described in Section 3.3.5, 
Cultural Resources, portions of seven prehistoric resource sites are within the project area or 
directly adjacent to the project area. Of these seven sites, four are listed or potentially eligible 
for listing on the California Register of Historic Resources. Based on review of the cultural 
resources sections of the MVRT and CalPeco environmental documents, there is at least one 
knoll near the project era used by historic-era Washoe. Implementation of Mitigation 
Measure CUL.1, CUl.2 and CUl.3 would reduce any impacts to the significance of tribal 
cultural resources to a less than significant effect. 

 
b) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – The TTRWC contacted the Tribal Historic 

Preservation Officer (THPO) of the Washoe Tribe, Darrel Cruz, in accordance with AB 52 
requirements on November 19, 2017. The Washoe Tribe responded by expressing general 
support for the project, including indicating their interest in restoring the Martis Valley to 
conditions indicative of pre-European disturbance. The Washoe Tribe declined an invitation 
for a site visit. Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL.1, CUL.2 and CUL.3 would 
reduce any impacts to the significance of tribal cultural resources to a less than significant 
effect. 

 
3.3.17.2 Mitigation Measures for Tribal Cultural Resources 

 
Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL.1, CUL.2 and CUL.3 shall be required. 
 
 

3.3.18 Utilities and Service Systems 
Would the project: Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 
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a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from 
existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider 
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity 
to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste? 

    

 
3.3.18.1 Discussion of Impact on Utilities and Service Systems 

 
a-e) No Impact – The proposed project would not require or result in the construction of new or 
expanded water or wastewater treatment facilities. As such, the proposed project would not 
exceed wastewater treatment requirements of LRWQCB. The proposed project would not require 
or result in the construction of new stormwater drainage facilities or necessitate the expansion of 
existing facilities. The proposed project would not require potable water, thus no new or 
expanded water supplies or entitlements would be required as a result of the proposed project. 
The proposed project would not require service by wastewater treatment facilities and would not 
affect wastewater treatment capacity.  
 
f,g) No Impact – It is anticipated that the proposed project would generate excess materials 
during construction that would require disposal. Construction debris and excess material 
requiring disposal in a landfill would be hauled off-site to a suitable facility. Following 
completion of construction, the proposed project would not require landfill service and thus 
would not affect landfill capacity. The proposed project would comply with all relevant federal, 
state, and local statutes and regulations related to the generation and disposal of solid waste 
 

3.3.18.2 Mitigation Measures for Utilities and Service Systems 
 
No potentially significant impacts have been identified, so no mitigation is required. 
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3.3.19 Mandatory Findings 
 Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife 
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means 
that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

    

 
3.3.19.1 Discussion of Impact on Mandatory Findings of Significance  

 
a) Less Than Significant With Mitigation – This Public Review Draft Initial Study/Proposed 

Mitigated Negative Declaration found that the proposed project and associated activities will 
potentially impact the environment in the areas of aesthetics, biological resources, cultural 
resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, 
recreation, transportation, and tribal resources. However, these potential impacts, most of 
which are temporary in nature (i.e. would only occur during construction) would be reduced 
to a less than significant level with implementation of the mitigation measures included in 
this document. Altogether the project is expected to improve the resilience and ecological 
function of the Martis Creek watershed, including its hydrology, habitats, and infrastructure.  
 

b) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation – As a wildlife and watershed restoration 
project, this project remediates and restores damage caused to the watershed by past actions, 
and therefore the proposed project’s impacts would not be cumulatively considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of projects. There are no long-term impacts associated 
with the project that would not be reduced to a less-than-significant impact with mitigation, 
and therefore, when viewed in connection with probable future projects, there is no 
anticipated cumulatively considerable impact. Any cumulative impacts associated with the 
project would be limited to the period of project construction, and to the combined impacts 
associated with the construction of other projects in the vicinity. As portions of the MVRT 
may be scheduled for construction at the same time as the construction period for the 
proposed project, and because portions of the planned MVRT would directly overlap with 
portions of the proposed project, this could create a cumulatively considerable impact. The 
potential of the two projects to create a cumulatively considerable impact during the 
construction period was considered for each environmental issue area. Potential cumulative 
impacts associated with simultaneous construction of these two projects would be reduced to 



Truckee River Watershed Council 
Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project 

Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project  Public Review Draft February 1, 2018 
Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 67 

less than significant levels with implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO.10 and 
TRANS.2. 

 
c) No Impact – The project will not result in any substantial adverse effects to human beings, 

either directly or indirectly, because each potentially significant impact can be reduced to a 
less than significant level with the implementation of the mitigation measures provided in 
this document. No other substantial adverse effects to human beings are anticipated as a 
result of this project. 
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4.0 ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
Assessment  Martis Watershed Assessment  
BMPs  Best Management Practices 
CalPeco CalPeco 625 and 650 Electrical Line Upgrade Project 
CDFW  California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensations, and Liability Act 
CH4  methane  
CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database 
CNPS   California Native Plant Society  
CO2  carbon dioxide  
CPESC  certified professional erosion and sediment control  
CRHR  California Register of Historic Resources 
CWA  Clean Water Act 
DBH   diameter at breast height  
EA  Environmental Assessment 
EIR  Environmental Impact Report 
EIS  Environmental Impact Statement 
EPCRA Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
IS  Initial Study 
LCT   Lahontan cutthroat trout  
LRWQCB Lahontan Region Water Quality Control Board 
Master Plan  Martis Creek Lake and Dam Master Plan Update  
MCAB  Mountain Counties Air Basin 
MND  Mitigated Negative Declaration 
MVCP  Martis Valley Community Plan 
MVRT  Martis Valley Regional Trail 
N2O   nitrous oxide  
NAGPRA Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
NAHC  Native American Heritage Commission 
NCSD  Northstar Community Services District 
NEPA   National Environmental Policy Act  
NPDES National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
NRHC  National Register of Historic Places 
NOX   nitrogen oxides  
O-AO   Open Space combined with Airport Overflight  
PCAPCD Placer County Air Pollution Control District 
PRC  Public Resources Code 
PM   particulate matter  
Policy   Review of Land Use Projects under CEQA Policy  
QSD  Qualified SWPPP Developer 
Reclamation  Bureau of Reclamation  
RFPs   Requests for Proposals  
ROG   reactive organic gases  
SHPO   State Historic Preservation Officer  
SMARA California Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 
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SNYLF Sierra Nevada Yellow-Legged Frog 
SR   State Route  
SWPPP Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
T-TSA  Truckee-Tahoe Sanitation Agency  
THPO   Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  
TMT  Tompkins Memorial Trail 
TRWC  Truckee River Watershed Council 
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
USGS   U.S. Geological Survey  
W-AO   Water Influence combined with Airport Overflight  
WDRs   Waste Discharge Requirements  
WEAP  Worker Environmental Awareness Program 
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5.0 LIST OF PREPARERS 
 
The Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND was prepared by Sierra Ecosystem Associates with 
input from TRC Solutions Inc. and from the Truckee River Watershed Council. The following 
individuals contributed to this Public Review Draft IS/ Proposed MND:  
 

• Patricia Sussman, Project Manager/Planner  
• Rick Lind, Principal 
• Jeremy Waites, Ecologist 
• Krystle Heaney, Natural Resource Analyst 
• Lauren Kohli, Environmental Planner 
• Shannon Luoma, Environmental Analyst 
• Rayann LaFrance, Administrative Services Manager  
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

1 Mitigation Measure AES.1) The design of the full span bridge planned for the culvert replacement site shall adhere 
to the Community Design Goals and Policies set forth in the MVCP. In addition, the design of the bridge, including 
its colors and materials for its constructions shall be approved by TRWC, NCSD and USACE. MVCP Design Goals 
and Policies include the following requirements applicable to the proposed bridge. 
- The bridge shall be planned and designed in a manner which employs design construction and maintenance 

techniques that:  
- Incorporate design and screening measures to minimize the visibility of structures and graded areas; 
- Maintain the character and visual quality of the area. 
- The bridge shall be designed to be compatible with the scale and character of the area. The bridge should be 

designed so that: 
- it does not silhouette against the sky above the ridge lines or hilltops; 
- vertical architectural features blend and do not detract from the natural background; 
- it fits the natural terrain, and, 
- building materials, colors, and textures that blend with the natural landscape are used to avoid high contrasts. 
- Materials and methods of construction shall be specific to the region, exhibiting continuity of history and culture 

and compatibility with the climate to encourage the development of local character and community identity. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TRWC, 
NCSD and 

USACE 

 
 
 
 

Prior to 
construction 

2 Mitigation Measure AES.2) Stockpiling of materials onsite shall be minimized during construction. Construction 
staging areas and stockpile storage locations shall be located within existing disturbed areas and/or within the area of 
construction, and shall be located to screen views of staging areas from the Martis Wildlife Area parking lot and SR 
267 to the extent feasible – including without creating potential impacts to any biological resources. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
Contractor 

 
During 

construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

3 Mitigation Measure BIO.1) To avoid disturbance of active raptor nests, living or dead trees greater than 10 inches in 
diameter (DBH) shall not be removed during typical breeding season (March 1 through August 31).  If trees greater 
than 10 inches DBH must be removed during breeding season, a survey for active raptor nest sites shall be conducted 
by a qualified biologist prior to tree removal. The survey shall be conducted no more than 30 days prior to the 
proposed tree removal activities. Survey results shall be submitted to CDFW. If active raptor nests are found on or 
immediately adjacent to proposed project areas, a minimum 300-foot buffer shall be established from active 
construction areas. CDFW shall be consulted to determine appropriate protective measures.  No trees with nests shall 
be removed until the nest is determined to be inactive. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor 
and TRWC 

 
 

At least 30 days 
prior to tree 

removal 
activities 

4 Mitigation Measure BIO.2) To determine areas of nesting habitat and of the presence or absence of willow 
flycatchers in the project area, a qualified biologist shall perform a field assessment according to CDFW protocol. 
CDFW shall be consulted and informed of any results that indicate the presence of active willow flycatcher nests 
within the project area. If active nests are found, construction work within 300 feet from the nesting area shall be 
prohibited during breeding season (May 1 to August 31) and/or until nests are inactive. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor 
and TRWC 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

5 Mitigation Measure BIO.3) A preconstruction survey for Ivesia sericoleuca shall be performed by a qualified 
biologist no more than two weeks prior to the start of ground disturbance activities. If Plumas Ivesia is found within 
the project area, CDFW shall be consulted to determine appropriate procedures for protection and avoidance. Existing 
hydrology shall not be altered near existing occurrences to prevent drying or erosion. Populations shall be flagged and 
areas around populations demarcated as zones where personnel and construction equipment are prohibited. Existing 
populations shall be periodically monitored by a qualified biologist to determine if any negative impacts are 
occurring. If impacts are occurring measures shall be taken to protect the existing populations. Protection measures 
may include fencing, hydrology alterations, and signage. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 
 

 
 

Contractor 
and TRWC 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 

6 Mitigation Measure BIO.4) Machinery, fencing and construction of check dams or of log jams shall not prevent the 
movement of LCT throughout their range through the project area. Check dams and log jams shall not be constructed 
to a height and width that would prevent upstream or downstream travel. In addition, the following Best Management 
Practices shall be adhered to: 
- The adopted construction schedule shall avoid scheduling instream work during the spawning or migration 

seasons of resident or migratory fish, including LCT. A qualified fisheries biologist shall be consulted to 
determine those period when instream work should be avoided due to fish migration and spawning. Typically 
LCT spawn between April and July.. 

- Surveys for fish and other aquatic organisms shall be conducted prior to dewatering and subsequently removed 
from the area to be dewatered in accordance with a CDFW approved dewatering plan 

- The Restoration Design Plans shall identify measures that delineate and provide specifications for any water 
crossings to minimize heavy equipment entry into or crossing water as is practicable 

 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor 
and TRWC 

 
 

Prior to and 
during  

construction 



Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project                                                                Public Review Draft February 1, 2018 
Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration  Appendix A: Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program – Page 4 

# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

7 Mitigation Measure BIO.5) Informal consultation shall be sought with USFWS to request concurrence that the 
proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect SNYLF based on existing available information, 
including recent field surveys. If USFWS does not concur with the proposed “not likely to adversely affect” impact 
analysis, mitigation to avoid any adverse impacts to SNYLF shall be developed in accordance with USFWS and 
CDFW recommendations. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 

8 Mitigation Measure BIO.6) The Restoration Design Plans and/or SWPPP prepared for the project shall include the 
following BMPs. 
- Direction to schedule any ground disturbing activities in the dry season 
- Measures to avoid, as much as possible, riparian areas along access routes to the project sites 
- Direction to remediate any ground disturbing activities that negatively impact riparian habitat with restoration 

plantings that must be completed within one growing season 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC and 
Contractor 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 

9 Mitigation Measure BIO.7) Federal and state agencies including CDFW, USACE, and USFWS shall be notified of 
project activities within wetlands and streams at the project site. Any permits, grading plans, wetland delineations, or 
other federal and state permits shall be provided to applicable agencies. No in-stream or work within wetland areas 
shall proceed until applicable permits have been acquired. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

10 Mitigation Measure BIO.8) New ground disturbance within areas of riparian vegetation that provide potential 
habitat for Sierra Nevada mountain beaver and Sierra Nevada snowshoe hare shall be avoided to the extent feasible.  
If disturbance to riparian vegetation cannot be avoided, a qualified biologist shall be retained to survey the proposed 
area of disturbance prior to construction. If evidence of occurrence of either of these species is found, a minimum 500 
foot non-disturbance buffer shall be established around nest or burrow sites and CDFW shall be contacted to 
determine appropriate avoidance and/or impact minimization measures. Such measures could include monitoring, 
buffer zones or seasonal work restrictions. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC and 
Contractor 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 

11 Mitigation Measure BIO.9) A Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) shall be developed and 
implemented for all personnel that could access the site prior to commencing any disturbance activities. The WEAP 
shall include a review of the special status species and other sensitive resources that exist in the project area, including 
the locations of sensitive biological resources and their legal status and protections, and measures to be implemented 
for avoidance. The WEAP shall emphasize the need to avoid entry into areas where biological resources have been 
identified based on predisturbance field surveys and to implement the buffer avoidance or other protection measures 
in accordance with CDFW and USFWS requirements and with the requirements of Mitigation Measures contained in 
this document.. A record of all trained personnel shall be maintained. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC, 
USACE and 

NCSD 

 
 

Prior to and 
during 

construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

12 Mitigation Measure BIO.10) NCSD is the lead agency and project proponent of the MVRT project. If construction 
of the MVRT is scheduled for the same time period as construction of the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project, 
the following actions shall be taken: 
- TRWC and NCSD project managers will compare each project’s construction schedule and project plans, 

including access routes, staging areas and construction sequencing, and identify any locations and times where 
construction equipment is scheduled to be staged or active in the same area. Based on this review TRWC shall 
modify, as necessary, the construction schedule or project plans to reduce potential adverse effects to biological 
resources associated with restoration site access and construction. Modifications may include the development of 
additional BMPs to avoid or minimize soil removal and vegetation disturbance; and to reduce the quantity of 
creek crossings within the period of project construction. 

- The QSD who develops the SWPPP for the proposed project shall take into consideration the construction 
schedule, plans and, if available, the SWPPP for the MVRT, and include BMPs to minimize soil disturbance, 
erosion and sediment; taking into consideration the potential for additional disturbance in the area associated with 
construction of the  MVRT. 

 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC and 
NCSD 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

13 Mitigation Measure CUL.1) All impacts to existing historic resources, potentially historic resources, unique 
archeological resources, and/or resources identified by the Washoe Tribe to be of cultural significance will be avoided 
to the extent feasible by designating all archeological sites within the project area or immediately adjacent to the 
project area as exclusion zones and demarcating the boundaries of those zones with fencing, stalking, flagging or 
other appropriate material. This demarcation shall be completed by a qualified archeologist as determined by USACE. 
Signage shall be placed on the markers identifying the exclusion zone and stating that construction vehicles, 
equipment, and personnel are not permitted in the exclusion zone. If complete avoidance of the zone is not feasible, 
appropriate construction methods for each potentially conflicting situation shall be developed in coordination with a 
qualified archeologist and appropriate representatives from TRWC and USACE. If the conflict involves a resource 
that is of potential significance to the Washoe Tribe, a tribal representative shall also be consulted. An example of a 
construction method that could be employed to reduce disturbance in an area demarcated as an archeological site 
would be utilization of a hand crew, as opposed to a machine, to grade a streambank. In other conflicting situations, 
such as where a vehicle must pass through an exclusion zone to access a site, a qualified archeologist shall examine 
the access route and determine whether vehicle passage through the zone would damage the resource such that its 
integrity, or other criteria contributing to its significance, would be compromised. In any situation of conflict where a 
qualified archeologist determines the project either directly or indirectly would cause a significant impact to a historic 
resource or unique archeological resource, the restoration activity planned for that location shall be modified to ensure 
a less than significant impact to the at-risk cultural resource. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

USACE 
qualified 

archeologist 
and TRWC 

 
 

Prior to and 
during 

construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

14 Mitigation Measure CUL.2) Prior to construction, TRWC, in collaboration with USACE, shall prepare a 
Construction Monitoring and Unanticipated Discovery Plan that will present, in detail, procedures to be implemented 
during construction to avoid impacts to any potentially significant cultural resources, including any resources 
identified by the Washoe Tribe to be of cultural significance. The Construction Monitoring and Unanticipated 
Discovery Plan may include guidelines with respect to locations within the project area where an archeological and/or 
Native American monitor is required, the creation of buffer zones near areas of cultural sensitivity, and work stoppage 
guidelines. At a minimum, if a potential heritage or cultural resources is discovered, construction shall be halted 
within 50-feet of the site until a qualified archeologist can evaluate the find. If the archeologist can determine at the 
time that the find would not be eligible for the NRHP or CRHR and does not contain human remains, construction 
may proceed after the find is properly documented and/or collected. The Construction Monitoring and Unanticipated 
Discovery Plan will also discuss procedures for immediate work stoppage and treatment in the event of discovery of 
human remains during construction activities. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

USACE 
qualified 

archeologist 
and TRWC 

 
 

Prior to and 
during 

construction 

15 Mitigation Measure CUL.3) As part of the Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training (see 
Mitigation Measure BIO.9), all construction personnel shall be trained regarding the recognition of cultural and 
heritage resources.. At a minimum WEAP topics regarding heritage and cultural resources to cover with personnel 
include: 
- types of heritage and cultural resources expected in the project area;  
- types of evidence that indicates heritage or cultural resources might be present (e.g., ceramic shards, trash 

scatters, lithic scatters);  
- roles and responsibilities of the construction monitors;  
- importance of avoiding areas flagged or otherwise identified as sensitive;  
- what to do if a worker encounters a possible resource;  
- what to do if a worker encounters bones or possible bones; and  
- penalties for removing or intentionally disturbing heritage and cultural resources. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

USACE 
qualified 

archeologist, 
TRWC and 
contractor 

 
 

Prior to and 
during 

construction  
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

16 Mitigation Measure CUL.4) Should any evidence of paleontological resources (e.g. fossils) be encountered during 
grading or excavation either onsite or offsite as a result of project construction, work shall be suspended within 100 
feet of the find and TRWC shall be immediately notified. At that time, TRWC shall coordinate any necessary 
investigation of the site with a qualified paleontologist as needed to assess the resource and provide management 
recommendations, such as avoiding the resource and/or excavating and recording data on the resource. The contractor 
shall implement any measures deemed necessary by TRWC for the protection of the paleontological resource. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor 

 
 

During 
construction 

17 Mitigation Measure CUL.5) If human remains are discovered, all work within 50 feet of the discovery site will halt 
immediately. TRWC shall notify the County Coroner, as stipulated in Section 7050.5 of the California Health and 
Safety Code. The Coroner will determine whether the remains are Native American and, if so, will contact the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) by telephone within 24 hours. The commission will follow the stipulations 
in Section 5097.98 of the PRC, including notification of those persons it believes to be most likely descended from 
the deceased Native American. If the commission is unable to identify a descendant, the descendant is unable to make 
a recommendation, or the landowner (USACE) rejects the recommendation, the NAHC will mediate any dispute 
between the parties. Because the project area is within federally managed lands, the provisions of the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) also apply. For NAGPRA-associated discoveries, it 
may be necessary to provide 24-hour, onsite security. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name:________________________ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor 
and TRWC 

 
 

During 
construction 

18 Mitigation Measure GS.1) In the event it is necessary to access restoration sites through wet meadows or other 
sensitive areas, meadow protection mats will be used. The purpose of the mats is to distribute the force of any 
construction equipment to reduce compaction, and also to prevent the loss of topsoil and protect vegetation. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor  

 
 

During 
construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

19 Mitigation Measure HAZ.1) The following measures shall be made a part of the construction bid specifications and 
implemented prior to and during construction. 
- All equipment will be inspected by the contractor for leaks immediately prior to the start of construction, and 

regularly inspected throughout project construction. 
- Each vehicle will be equipped with a spill containment kit sufficient to mitigate spills associated with a ruptured 

hydraulic line or fuel tank. 
- The SWPPP and/or project plans shall identify construction staging areas and designated areas where equipment 

refueling, lubrication, and maintenance may occur. Areas designated for refueling, lubrication, and maintenance 
of equipment shall be at least 50 feet from any spring/seep/wetland/marsh areas and 100 feet from creeks and 
shall be approved by USACE. 

- - The SWPPP shall contain BMPs for spill prevention and include an emergency response program to address 
quick and safe cleanup of accidental spills. The emergency response program shall include reporting 
requirements and directions consistent with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensations, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA), Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) and California 
law. In addition, the contractor shall immediately notify USACE in the event of any spill or release of any 
chemical during construction. 

 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC and 
Contractor  

 
 

Prior to and 
during 

construction 

20 Mitigation Measure HWQ.1) The Restoration Design Plans and/or SWPPP prepared for the project shall include the 
following BMPs. 
- A construction schedule that identifies maximum flow limits during construction 
- A description of acceptable soil moisture and creek flow conditions that must be met prior to ground disturbance 

activities.  
- Measures to limit human, vehicle and livestock access to the site to allow for recovery of vegetation 
- - A delineation of areas of construction/access on stream banks and riparian areas and specifications for 

equipment access routes 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Restoration 
Design 

Contractor, 
QSD, and 

TRWC 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 



Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project                                                                Public Review Draft February 1, 2018 
Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration  Appendix A: Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program – Page 11 

# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

21 Mitigation Measure HWQ.2) The project contractor will review on the ground project BMPs prior to a large 
forecasted storm event (1 inch in 24 hours rain event, or prolonged period of rain over a 48 hour period exceeding a 
total of 2.5 inches) that may exceed BMP capacity and would notify appropriate staff (e.g. contract administrator at 
TRWC) if additional BMPS are recommended to disconnect runoff from surface water features. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

Contractor  

 
 

Prior to and 
during 

construction 

22 TRANS.1) TRWC in coordination with NCSD will develop and implement a Traffic Control Plan to minimize 
disruptions to surface travel and protect the safety of workers and the traveling public. The Traffic Control Plan will 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 
- coordination with local transportation agencies and emergency service providers for temporary lane and road 

closures and implementation of measures to maintain emergency vehicle access; 
- identification of any time restrictions on construction activities that could affect roadways; 
- traffic control measures (flagging methods, signage, reduced speeds in work zones, parking restrictions); 
- provision for maintaining safe pedestrian and bicycle travel (e.g., signage to direct pedestrians and bicyclists to 

safe routes around construction areas); and 
- public outreach advising the travelling public of construction activity and travel restrictions. 
The Traffic Control Plan measures will be monitored by the applicant for effectiveness and adjustments will be made 
as needed to the implementation of the Traffic Control Plan to further minimize travel disruptions and maintain safety. 
 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC, 
NCSD and 

Caltrans 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 
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# Mitigation Measure and Description of Compliance Responsible 
Party 

Implementation 
Phase 

23 Mitigation Measure TRANS.2) If construction of the MVRT is scheduled for the same time period as construction 
of the Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project, the following actions shall be taken: 
- TRWC and NCSD project managers will compare each project’s construction schedule and project plans, 

including access routes, staging areas and construction sequencing, and identify any locations and times where 
construction equipment is scheduled to be staged or active in the same area. Based on this review TRWC shall 
modify, as necessary, the construction schedule or project plans to maintain an adequate level of safety for 
ingress and egress to all staging areas. 

 
Compliance Verification  
 
Name_____________________________ Initials:______ Date: __________ Comments: 
 
 

 
 

TRWC and 
NCSD 

 
 

Prior to 
construction 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
The Truckee River Watershed Council (TRWC) prepared an Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/Proposed MND) in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) to address the environmental consequences of the proposed Martis Wildlife 
Area Restoration Project (Project), which consists of stream and habitat restoration on Martis 
Creek and tributaries to the creek. The project is located in Martis Valley, California, approximately 
three miles south of the Town of Truckee within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Martis Creek 
Lake and Dam Project. 
 
The Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND was circulated for public and agency review from 
February 2, 2018 to March 5, 2018 (32 days). NCSD received one comment letter on the Public 
Review Draft IS/Proposed MND during the public comment period. This Final IS/MND includes 
this comment letter and NCSD’s response. This document and the Public Review Draft 
IS/Proposed MND together constitute the Final IS/MND for the Project.  
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2.0 COMMENT AND RESPONSE TO COMMENT ON THE PUBLIC REVIEW 
DRAFT IS/PROPOSED MND 

 
NCSD received one letter on the Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND during the public 
comment period. The letter was received from the Sacramento Office of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on March 5, 2018. The letter and NCSD’s response to the letter are included as 
follows. 
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2.1 Comment Letter from the Sacramento Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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2.2 Response to Comment Letter from the Sacramento Office of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

 
Thank you for your comment letter on the proposed project. The Initial Study (IS) prepared for 
the project recognizes Lahontan cutthroat trout (LCT) habitat in the project area and the potential 
for LCT to migrate into the project area from Martis Creek Lake given that California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) annually stocks the lake with LCT fingerlings. 
Overall, the long term impacts of project activities are expected to improve and increase 
conditions favorable to LCT, including increasing pools close to cover and velocity breaks, and 
improving vegetated stream banks. The IS includes Mitigation Measure BIO.4 (below for 
reference) to avoid any adverse impacts to LCT. 
 

Mitigation Measure BIO.4) Machinery, fencing and construction of check dams or of log 
jams shall not prevent the movement of LCT throughout their range through the project 
area. Check dams and log jams shall not be constructed to a height and width that would 
prevent upstream or downstream travel. In addition, the following Best Management 
Practices shall be adhered to: 

• The adopted construction schedule shall avoid scheduling instream work during the 
spawning or migration seasons of resident or migratory fish, including LCT. A 
qualified fisheries biologist shall be consulted to determine those period when 
instream work should be avoided due to fish migration and spawning. Typically 
LCT spawn between April and July (USFWS 2013). Surveys for fish and other 
aquatic organisms shall be conducted prior to dewatering and subsequently removed 
from the area to be dewatered in accordance with a CDFW approved dewatering 
plan 

• The Restoration Design Plans shall identify measures that delineate and provide 
specifications for any water crossings to minimize heavy equipment entry into or 
crossing water as is practicable 

 
Because the impact analysis assumes the potential for LCT to be present in the project area and 
includes measures to avoid adverse impacts to LCT, the project sponsor, Truckee River 
Watershed Council (TRWC), does not plan to conduct additional surveys for LCT within the 
project area. TRWC also notes that multiple field surveys conducted since 2009 by North Fork 
Associates and Dudek for the Martis Valley Regional Trail Project did not detect LCT in Martis 
Creek. TRWC will continue to coordinate with  CDFW regarding appropriate protection for LCT 
as the permitting and environmental review for the project proceeds. In particular, adequate 
protection of LCT will be revisited as part of the CDFW Section 1602 permitting process. 
 
The Initial Study also recognizes the presence of Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (SNYLF) 
habitat in the project area, though, as referenced in your letter, recent surveys have not detected 
the presence of the frog in Martis Valley, and, given the identified presence of predatory trout, 
SNYLF is unlikely to be present. We appreciate your recommendations and reference to 
development of restoration design features beneficial to the SNYLF. The proposed project will 
improve habitat suitability for SNYLF consistent with several of the recommendations cited in 
your letter. In particular the project will provide basking sites along and within aquatic habitat, 
increase habitat complexity along restored sections of stream, increase the presence of riparian 
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vegetation that may provide cover habitat, and restore fluvial processes that will maintain and 
create habitat into the future. The project does not include the creation of off-channel aquatic 
habitat that is inaccessible to SNYLF predatory fish; however, such features may occur over time 
with maturation of the restoration project. TRWC will consider the recommendations cited for 
improved SNYLF habitat for future restoration projects. 
 
3.0 UPDATES TO THE PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT IS/PROPOSED MND 
 
There are no editorial additions, corrections, clarifications or other changes of any kind to the 
Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND as a result of comments received during the public 
comment period. This document and the Public Review Draft IS/Proposed MND constitute the 
Final IS/MND for the project. 



Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011 

Notice of Determination Appendix D 

 

To: 
 Office of Planning and Research 

 U.S. Mail: Street Address: 

 P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113 

 Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 County Clerk 
 County of: _________________________________  
 Address: __________________________________  
  _________________________________________  
 

From: 
Public Agency: ___________________________  
Address: ________________________________  
 _______________________________________  

Contact: _________________________________  

Phone: __________________________________  

Lead Agency (if different from above):  
 _______________________________________  
Address: ________________________________  
 _______________________________________  
Contact: _________________________________  
Phone: __________________________________  

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public 
Resources Code. 

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): ______________________________  

Project Title: _________________________________________________________________________  

Project Applicant: _____________________________________________________________________  

Project Location (include county): _________________________________________________________  

Project Description:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is to advise that the  ____________________________________________  has approved the above 
 (  Lead Agency or  Responsible Agency) 

described project on  _______________ and has made the following determinations regarding the above  
 (date) 
described project. 
 
1. The project [  will   will not] have a significant effect on the environment. 

2.  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

2.  A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Mitigation measures [  were   were not] made a condition of the approval of the project. 

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [  was   was not] adopted for this project. 

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [  was   was not] adopted for this project. 

6. Findings [  were   were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the 
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at: 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature (Public Agency): _____________________________ Title: ____________________________  
 
Date: _______________________________  Date Received for filing at OPR: ____________________  

Northstar Community Service Distric
900 Northstar Drive, Northstar CA 96161

Eric Martin, PE
 (530) 550-6133

Placer
2954 Richardson Drive, Auburn CA 95603 Same

2018022005

Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project

Northstar Community Services District

Martis Valley, Placer County, CA

March 21, 2018

http://www.northstarcsd.org/

Print Form

Northstar Community Services District

The Martis Wildlife Area Restoration Project (Project) consists of stream and habitat restoration on Martis Creek and
tributaries to the creek. The project would improve the ecological function of the Martis Creek system, increase the
floodplain area, restore riparian bed and aquatic habitat, and reduce excess sedimentation in Martis Creek.
Restoration work would involve grading, introducing check dams, replacing failed culverts with a pedestrian bridge,
and restoring native plant communities. The project is approximately three miles south of the Town of Truckee within
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Martis Creek Lake and Dam Project.
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