
The area near the Truckee River Regional 
Park was once a large, vibrant wetland, 
replaced by roads, parking lots, and 
development. Yet pockets of wetlands 
remain, fragmented and disconnected.

Believing that nature and humanity 
can thrive together, the Truckee River 
Watershed Council formed a partnership 
to develop the Truckee Meadows 
Restoration Project.

After six years of planning, the first 
phase of construction was completed in 
the summer of 2017 restoring wetlands 
north of Brockway Road. The result was 
more and better habitat for our birds and 
frogs, as well as less sediment entering 
the Truckee River.

A drive on Brockway Road now prompts 
the viewer to notice water flowing across 
a renewed wetland, promising to spring 
to life a once overlooked portion of  
our watershed.

1. Wetlands Restored
Problem: The meadow was fragmented 
and modified by urban development— 
it was crossed by roads, parking areas, 
ditches, and an irrigation pond. This 
resulted in a hydrologically altered 
meadow that provided poor habitat 
quality and contributed to erosion and 
sedimentation of the Truckee River.

Restoration Action: To restore hydrology 
and topography of the original wetland, 
we removed 7,000 cubic yards of fill, 
dispersed flows, and graded the sides of 
the pond.

Result: Water now spreads over the 
surface of the wetland that had long 
been dry. Habitat and ecological function 
are restored. Migratory birds visit the 
site. The pond continues to support  
golf course irrigation.

2. Stream Channel Reconnected

Problem: Rapid runoff through the 
floodplain caused sediment to enter  
the Truckee River, degrading fish  
habitat and threatening their food  
source (bugs).

Restoration Action: In addition to 
removing a concrete-lined ditch, we 
restored the floodplain topography by 
planting native willows and dispersing 
and slowing the stream’s flow across  
the floodplain, which allows sediment  
to drop out before reaching the  
Truckee River.

Result: The restored floodplain now 
functions naturally, filtering sediment 
before it enters the Truckee River and 
supporting a wetland habitat. 
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Restoration 
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CONTACT US

Phone 
530.550.8760 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 8568 
Truckee, CA 96162

Street Address 
10418 Donner Pass Road 
Truckee, CA

info@truckeeriverwc.org 
www.truckeeriverwc.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Organizations are for  
identification purposes only

Jeff Brown, Secretary 
UC Berkeley,  
Sagehen Creek Field Station

John M. Eaton 
Sierra Watershed  
Education Partnerships

Dave Giacomini 
Sierra Mountain Mortgage

Jake Hudson, Vice Chair 
Holdrege & Kull

Tony Lashbrook

Michael Park, Chair

Meg Urie Rab 
Pond Collective

Annie Rosenfeld 
Tahoe Donner Association

Deb Ryan, Treasurer 
Holdrege & Kull 

Gail Stephens 
Happily retired

STAFF

Beth Christman 
Director of Restoration Programs

Matt Freitas 
Program Manager

Brenda Gilbert 
Development Director 

Allison Holmes 
Conservation Assistant 

Michele Prestowitz 
Program Manager

Lindsay Ryan 
Intern

Eben Swain 
Program Manager 

Lisa Wallace 
Executive Director

Volunteer to Change the Future

Everyone can be part of the solution.
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Join a River Talk (and get the dirt on  
the Truckee). Like us, you love our river. And 
like us, you find it one of the most breathtaking 
places on earth to hike, fish, swim or simply 
gaze. But behind her natural beauty, the 
Truckee holds some disturbing secrets.

Come learn about The Truckee’s troubled 
past—and why the watershed is the key to  
her future.  

• Get a ‘virtual tour’ of restoration projects

• Meet fellow river-lovers

• Become part of the solution 

Call Brenda at 530.550.8760, 5#

Be a Weed Warrior. Help prevent and control 
invasive weeds in the Truckee River watershed.  
Non-native weeds can invade anywhere. Neighborhoods. Meadows. Wilderness. In fact, there are 
over 2,800 infestations of nearly 60 non-native invasive plant species in the Truckee River watershed. 
Call Matt at 530.550.8760, 6#

River-Friendly Landscaping. One ton. That’s how much sediment and sludge runs off the average 
property in the Truckee area each year—degrading water quality, suffocating habitats and eroding 
riverbanks. Call us today to get a free site evaluation of your yard.  
Call Eben at 530.550.8760, 7#

Adopt-A-Stream. It starts with the watershed and monitoring is a critical step! Participate in 
important biology and chemistry monitoring through our popular Adopt-A-Stream program.  
There are several ways to practice watershed science. We train and equip you.

Be a biologist:

• Collect aquatic organisms 

• Learn field collection techniques  
and habitat assessment skills 

• Learn about aquatic insects 

• Identify benthic macroinvertebrates 
(BMIs)

Call Beth at 530.550.8760, 1# 

Be a chemist:

• Monitor water temperature

• Measure conductivity

• Assess chemical pH readings

• Evaluate dissolved oxygen

• Measure turbidity

• Collect nutrient samples

Call Eben at 530.550.8760, 7#

Three simple steps to 
volunteer with the TRWC

STEP 1  
Sign up for our newsletter, 
Truckee River Currents.

STEP 2  
Find a program you’re interested  
in and RSVP to the staff member. 

STEP 3  
Mark your calendar and join us!
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Ambassadors link their network of friends, 
family, co-workers and club members to us 
when they bring them to a River Talk— 
one hour of fun and information about  
the TRWC. 

Will you be a 2018-2019 Ambassador?  
Call Brenda 530.550.8760, 5#

THANK YOU 2017-2018 AMBASSADORS

Bill Austin – Austin and Abrams Financial Planning
Alicia and Andy Barr 
Scott Bower – Martis Camp
Betsy Cole
Barbara and Ed Czerwinski 
Emily Deane – Big Truck
Marilyn Disbrow
Johnnie Lee Don – American Association of University Women
Johnnie Lee Don – Tahoe League of Charities
Emily Gendron and Megan Evans
Maggie Hargrave – 5830 Gallery
Courtney Hart
Jake Hudson
Dot and Paul Ingels – Dickson Concierge
Katy Jones – Truckee River Winery
Benjamin Levine – Friends of Tahoe Donner Trails
OLLI
Breck Overall - Sotheby’s
Marti and Michael Park
Chris Ryman
Bobbie Specht
Nancy Wallis
Lynne and Ken Weakley
Jeannette Halderman and Bill Wendin – Alibi Ale

Ambassadors  
Are River Heroes

Did you know…

Soil erosion and water runoff are the biggest contributors  to water  
pollution in our rivers and streams. Join us in protecting the Truckee River 
watershed. Help improve water quality by controlling soil erosion and  
reduce water consumption by converting your thirsty lawn to a more  
efficient drought tolerant landscape. 

Schedule a FREE evaluation of your property. A Conservation Assistant 
will design a plan and make site-specific recommendations to help reduce 
pollutants entering our waterways. 

Homeowners who implement erosion control 
recommendations and/or convert lawns can receive  
up to $3,000 in rebates (while funds last).

Call for an appointment today: 530.550.8760, 7#

Thank you to the donors  
of the Truckee River  
Watershed Council and  
to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and  
the State of California  
through the Department  
of Water Resources,  
and the State Water 
Resources Control Board.

River-Friendly Landscaping

Before, above: 
Bare soil at this 
Tahoe Donner 
home caused 
erosion. 

After, right:  
The homeowners 
installed mulch 
and vegetation  
to protect  
the previously 
bare soil.
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Local nonprofit has enjoyed much  
success since forming in 1996

By Vangela Wightman

Reprinted with permission. Tahoe Quarterly,  
Best of Tahoe 2018 – Environment. Vangela Wightman  
is a Truckee-based writer.

Jim Plehn spent transformative childhood summers on 
the edge of the Truckee River at Bear Rock, his family’s riverfront 
cabin just a few miles west of Tahoe City. After moving to Bear 
Rock full time in the late 1960s, Plehn watched the nonstop 
summertime flow of river revelers float past his house on rafts, 
kayaks and the occasional giant rubber duck. Through the 1970s 
and ’80s, his alarm grew as erosion and sediment damaged the 
microenvironment he had spent his life exploring and admiring.

As Plehn considered options to stifle the destabilizing 
impacts along his specific stretch of riverfront, he and friend  
Sara Trebilcock—an original owner of Truckee’s Villager 
Nursery—landed on the notion of planting a “green fence”  
of willows and other water-loving, soil-stabilizing plants.

Functioning as both a trespassing deterrent and a 
riverbank stabilizer, the success of Plehn’s green fence inspired 
him to share this idea with another friend, Alice Berg,  
a U.S. Forest Service employee.

Standing in Plehn’s yard, the trio realized that the 
“green fence” approach could be implemented along other 
compromised stretches of the river via a well-organized 
and environmentally empathetic body of volunteers. Plehn 
recognized that while people were the problem, they were  
also the solution.

“One thing led to another and they created this 
volunteer event called Truckee River Day,” says Brenda Gilbert, 
development director at the Truckee River Watershed Council. 
“They hoped maybe 75 people would show up, but 300 
volunteers came ready to help.”

The outpouring of community support confirmed that 
Plehn, Berg and Trebilcock were far from alone in their desire  
to improve and protect the watershed.

River Stewards

The Truckee River Watershed Council was born from the success 
of that inaugural volunteer day in 1996. The sole focus of the 
nonprofit is to return the watershed to a state of resiliency for 
generations to come, one stream, meadow and project at a time. 
Encapsulated under the recently adopted moniker “Foriver,” the 
Watershed Council has become a well-connected entity, working 
with multiple government and environmental organizations, and 
a lengthy list of partners, and enjoying notable successes over 
the course of 23 years.

Volunteerism for Truckee River Day, the Watershed Council’s 
most well-known public event, continues to thrive with about 400 
annual participants. Groups meet up with project leaders not only 
on the banks of the Truckee River, but along tributary streams 
and creeks throughout the watershed for a day of erosion control 
work, water sampling, weed pulling and tree planting.

Traveling 121 miles and dropping 2,440 vertical feet from 
its source at Lake Tahoe to the mouth of Pyramid Lake, the 
Truckee River is a waterway curiosity. As an endorheic basin,  
it is part of a closed system with no outflow to the ocean. It also 
runs primarily north and east, a bit peculiar for a river west of  
the Continental Divide.

While the entire Truckee River watershed comprises over 
3,000 square miles, the Watershed Council focuses on the middle 
watershed, an area of 435 square miles between the source at 
Lake Tahoe and the California–Nevada state line. Within these 
parameters, seven large bodies of water and 26 major tributaries 
empty into the river before it leaves the Golden State behind. 
Recreational activities combined with a century’s worth of 
sedimentation from damaging and detrimental land-use practices 
have resulted in the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency classifying the Truckee River as a polluted waterway.

Working to reverse this designation, seven full-time staff 
members presently occupy the Watershed Council’s office in 
downtown Truckee, and countless volunteers participate at 
various levels throughout the year. Funding is secured through 
grants and donations to support projects ranging in size from  
a one-day planting of sugar pines as part of Truckee River Day  
to large, multi-year undertakings such as the restoration of 
Perazzo Meadows.

A Wetland Restored

Located 15 miles north of Truckee, Perazzo Meadows endured 
the disruption of logging and road construction in the late 
1800s. But it was the de-watering for grazing in a dairy operation 
sometime in the early 1900s that transformed the meadow from a 
thriving wetland to drier meadow habitat with an eroding stream 
channel. Water from the Little Truckee River and Perazzo Creek 
were diverted into a single concentrated channel, causing rapid 
erosion and habitat disruption. Native wetland vegetation, which 
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Truckee River  
Watershed Council  
a Restorer  
of Wetlands
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was historically inundated by water as the river overflowed its 
banks every year or two, subsequently dried up as the sustaining 
floods only occurred with large 10-year weather events.

In 2010, with painstakingly careful use of heavy equipment, 
native soil plugs were installed into the channel, restoring 
Perazzo Creek and the Little Truckee River to their original routes 
through the meadow. Eight years later, the results are like driving 
into a postcard.

Traveling along Henness Pass Road, west of Highway 89, 
Perazzo Meadows is now a lush, verdant expanse. A winding 
ribbon of fresh water snakes through native grasslands linking 
sapphire ponds, and wetlands teem with wildlife.

“Perazzo Meadows was part of a larger bird study that 
was done in the Tahoe National Forest and was identified as one 
of the only meadows where willow flycatcher populations were 
not declining,” says Gilbert, highlighting one of many successful 
project outcomes.

One Project at a Time

A more recent project that not only enjoys greater public 
visibility but speaks to the origin of the Watershed Council  
itself is F4M, or the First 4 Miles.

Decades of recreational activity between Tahoe City 
and River Ranch has taken an undeniable toll on the river 
environment, undercutting banks, killing vegetation and 
increasing sediment. In an effort to counter these effects, the 
Watershed Council worked hand-in-hand with the Forest Service 
and Tahoe City Public Utility District through the fall of 2016.

Staging areas for recreational pursuits were designed and 
installed in four locations; 1,200 feet of heavily eroded riverbank 
was stabilized with logs, root wads and boulders; and 3,000 
square feet of meadow plants were re-established along with 
native fish habitat. Regular users of the bike path and summertime 
river floaters will not only notice the improvements, but will 
contribute themselves by using the intended access points along 
the way, leaving the remaining riverbank to heal and flourish.

Gilbert describes the culture of the Watershed Council as 
positive, well informed and considerate of community factors. 
Council staff and leadership focus resources and energy on what 
can be accomplished relative to a given situation and are unswayed 
by potential project shortcomings or unachievable ideals.

“We understand that our economy is better supported by 
a healthy watershed, and we don’t try to work against it; we try 
to work alongside it,” Gilbert says. “We work from a position of 
knowledge and science and don’t haphazardly wander around and 
find things to fix. We’ve done assessments of our watershed, basin 
by basin. This allows us to identify and prioritize projects and put 
them in the pipeline, setting them up for an optimal outcome.”

The Watershed Council recently outlined and implemented 
its 50:10 campaign strategy—“50 projects in 10 years”—and 
currently has several projects of varying sizes underway.

“Fifty projects in 10 years gets us a really long way toward 
our overarching goal of having a fully functioning, resilient 
watershed,” says Gilbert.

Work can be seen at the Middle Martis Wetland project 
along Highway 267 near Northstar; the Truckee Meadows 
Restoration Project adjacent the Truckee rodeo grounds;  
and, soon to begin, the McIver Dairy Meadow Restoration, 
a seasonal wetland that also hosts an informal but popular 
wintertime sled hill in Truckee’s Gateway neighborhood.

Get Involved

Volunteer options contributing to watershed restoration efforts 
are numerous. Those looking to help can download the Invasive 
Weeds brochure from the Watershed Council’s website and join 
the Weed Warrior program, which strives to remove invasive 
plants. The Adopt-A-Stream water-monitoring program guides 
volunteers as they chart water temperature, collect aquatic 
organisms and measure sediment levels.

River Talk presentations are regularly scheduled at 
the organization’s office to provide a general lowdown on 
restoration projects, and free property evaluations and landscape 
assessments are available to homeowners to ensure that the 
runoff from private parcels is not contributing to water-quality 
degradation. And, of course, the nonprofit’s cornerstone event, 
Truckee River Day, is scheduled for October 14.

The piece-by-piece restoration approach of the Truckee 
River Watershed Council is intended to re-establish healthier 
microenvironments over time, allowing for enriched habitat, 
reintroducing a diversity of plant and animal species, and 
bolstering a watershed more capable of successfully adapting  
to change.

What does the community at large get out of all this 
work? One could argue that when the natural environment is 
functioning at its best, so are the humans inhabiting it. As Calvin 
Coolidge wrote, “Remember that nature is your great restorer.” 
The work of the Watershed Council is actively and positively 
enhancing the symbiotic relationship between nature and man, 
and with each successful project and rejuvenated landscape,  
it demonstrates how we must be nature’s great restorer as well.
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Left:  
The First 4 Miles 
Restoration 
Project between 
Tahoe City 
and River 
Ranch during 
construction.

Opposite page: 
After restoration 
efforts by the 
Truckee River 
Watershed 
Council, Perazzo 
Meadows north  
of Tahoe is  
now a thriving 
wetland  
once again.
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If we missed or mis identified you or your organization, please let us know: 530.550.8760, 5#

PRESERVE THE WATERSHED – $10,000 A YEAR FOR 5 YEARS

Laird Norton Family Foundation

Northstar California/Vail Epic Promise

Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows

Gail and Rick Stephens

Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation

Cathy and Tom Van Berkem

PROTECT THE RIVER – $5,000 A YEAR FOR 5 YEARS

Anonymous (2)

FiftyFifty Brewing Company

Habitat Restoration Sciences,  
a Dudek Company

Mountain Hardware and Sports

Chris Ryman

San Francisco Fly Casting Club

Sierra Mountain Mortgage, Inc.

Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows

Teichert/Stonebridge Properties

Truckee River Winery  
& Jones Corda Construction

Diane and Bill Zuendt

RESTORE A STREAM – $1,000 A YEAR FOR 5 YEARS
Alison Bermant, Attorney at Law
Anonymous (3)
Austin & Abrams Financial Planning
Judie and Bill Beaty
Patty Lomanto and Bob Bell
Big Truck

Georgine Casella
Coachland RV and MH Park  
in memory of Bob Gales
Betsy Cole
Sue and Steve Cooper
Corrigan Walla Foundation
Theresa and Richard Crocker
Ellen and Joffa Dale
Nancy D’Amico 
Dickson Realty
Amanda and Rick Dill
Marilyn and Steve Disbrow
Johnnie Lee Don
Kathleen Eagan and Jim Duffy
Vicki and Jim Duffy
Elizabeth and John Eaton
Vivian and Bruce Euzent
Karolyn and Dick Gander
Mark Girard in memory  
of Mark Girard, Jr.
Nancy and Max Gisko
Granite Peak Lodging
Margaret Lewicki and Ernie Grossman

Megan and Eric Hines
Greg Hovorka
Lauren and Jake Hudson
Hydro Restoration
I.R.I.E. Rafting
Interior Design by  
Julie Johnson-Holland
Jax at the Tracks
Jane and Ron Jenny
Glennis and John Jones
Melissa Kaime
Susan and Steve Kitson
Mary and James Koons
Mary E. Reilley and James Krieg
Cheryl and Grady Kromer
Lahontan Golf Club
Barb and Ed Larson
Jan and Tony Lashbrook
Carol and Bill Leimbach
Janet and David Lowell
Sharon and Ken Machado
Christney and Bill McGlashan
Don McLaughlin
Nemser Family
NSM Construction
Overall & Hamilton Group
Mary and Rob Palmer
Jean Y and Dr. Richard K Park
Marti and Michael Park

Lauren OBrien and Steven Poncelet
Leslie and Andy Price
Bonnie and Keith Riley
Kathryn and John Rohlf
Joanne Roubique
Carol and Michael Sabarese
Sue Sage, in honor  
of Harriet Q. Johnson
Sue Sage, in memory of Larry Sage
Cindy and Gerry Salontai
Serendipity Fund held at Parasol
Sue and John Sorensen
Jody and Bill Sterling
Tahoe Mountain Lodging
Tahoe Oral Surgery and Implant Center
Tahoe Truckee Flyfishers
The Integrity Coach Inc.
TrailRunner International
Truckee-Tahoe Lumber Co.
Roxanne Duffield and Hans Wain
Lisa Wallace and Family
Margaret Ann and Ken Wallace
Ward-Young Architecture & Planning
Trinkie Watson
Lynne and Ken Weakley
Kathy and David Welch
Brad Witmer
Christian Wood
Ron Zech
Janet and Chuck Zipkin

Members of the Together for the Truckee Society pledge a minimum of $1,000 a year  
for five years toward our long-term sustainablity. We deeply appreciate their confidence in our restoration and 
protection projects.

Mary and Chip Brown
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If we missed or mis identified you or your organization, please let us know: 530.550.8760, 5#

$1,000 – $5,000
Richard Anderson
Nancy and Henry DeNero

Karyn and John Ellis
In honor of Robie Litchfield
Northstar Property Owners Association
Cindy and Gerry Salontai
Shell Oil Company Foundation/ 
employee match
Tahoe Reno Promotions
Linda and Rod Whitten 

$500 – $999
Ann and Bruce Ajari
Anonymous (2) 
Benty Properties, Inc.
Jennifer and Don Boehm
Tamara and Mark Crownover
Patty and John Dean
Kathleen Eagan and Jim Duffy
Nancy Light and Chris Fichtel
Kim and Keith Franke
Brenda Gilbert
Christine and Thom Handley
Daria and Steve Hodapp
Jan and Lisa Holan
Barbara and Fred Ilfeld
Daniel Kwong
Barb Marsted
Hollie and Daniel McGee
MWA Inc.
Liz and Robert Nagle
Marsha and Jim Nicol  
in memory of Brett Nicol
Michele and Chummy Prestowitz
Lynn Richardson
Andrew Ryan
Laura and Mike Ryan
Sue Sage 
Aimee and Kane Schaller
Lil Schaller
Sharp Real Estate
Naomi Silvergleid
Lydia and Jim Stang
Jan and William Terry  
in honor of Cathy Krauss
Ursack
Lynne and Ken Weakley 
Helen Wolfe
Marty and Brad Woods
Lisa and Doug Wright

$100 – $499
Lorin and Peter A’Costa
Anonymous 
Diane and Charlie Barrett
Markley Bavinger
Sierra Stevens-McGeever  
and David Benaron
Jennifer Jennings and Michael Bledsoe
Gale Rankin and Vicente Bonnard
Kathy Mooney and Jack Bonnici
Juliet Bradley

Linda Brown
Anne Marie and Jack Bruner
Diane and Duane Brunson
Suzanne and Stuart Bryan
Coralie and Joe Burgess
Keegan Byrnes
Anne Cahill
Emma and Roger Cardoza
Carmen Carr
Anne Chadwick
Dorothy and Don Christman
Mary Ellen Clifford
David Coates
Susie and Kit Collins
Jennifer and Frank Coon
Kathy Crawford
Mayumi Elegado and Jose Marie Cremer
Barbara and Ed Czerwinski
Ann Darby
Carole and Dwight Davenport
Nancy and Don Davis
Pam Raynak and Hal Dawson
Kevin Day
Mary Hetherington and Tom Deurloo
Kevin DiSabatino in memory  
of Mark Girard, Jr.
Sharon and Mike Dixon
Judy Dowdy
Sue and Kevin Drake
Jen and Jeb Ellermeyer
Erin and Nate Ellis
Jeanette and Trevor Fagerskog
Merle and Michael Fajans
Jessica Ferguson
Philip Forsberg
Eileen and John Foster
Mary Lynne and John Franzia
Jim Gaither
Mercie Galvin
Victoria Paul and Elizabeth Garties
Gary Davis Group
Megan Evans and Emily Gendron
Geo Hydros, LLC
Glow Salon
Sara and Bill Goerke
Mike Griesmer
Barbara and Geoff Griffin
Marcia and Charles Growdon
Julie Elmen and Ken Gruys
Jae Gustafson
Jeneine and Curtis Gustafson
Hall Tree Company
Denise and George Hastings
Katie Hawkins
Beth Christman and Jim Herzman
Randy Hill
Hilary Hobbs
Katie and Michael Holley
Karine Wagner and Bill Houdyschell
Kaitlin Backlund and Ron Hunter
Mary Bird and Jim Hunter
Dot Ingels
Nancy and Jerry Ives

Meghan and John Jewett
Karen and Norman Justesen
Jess and Russ Kaulback
Kerry and Rob Kautz
Lori Kelley
Kristie Connolly and Todd Kincaid
Jeanne and Trent Kirschner
Eileen and Tom Knudson
Joan and Bill Kreamer
Michelle and Peter Kulchawik
Laird Norton Real Estate, Inc.
Lake of the Sky Garden Club  
in honor of Lorrie Moore
Laurel and Tom Lippert
LSA Associates, Inc.
Kathy and Jerry Manifold
Lila Jean and Joseph Marvin
Ann McBride
Linda and Skip McCowan
Meri McEneny
Karin McMahon
Michael K. Miller Insurance Services, Inc.
Molly Moore
Linda and Peter Morris
Wyatt Ogilvy
Sara and Ted Owens
Dennis Pagones
Patagonia, Inc./employee match
Jackie Patterson
Judy Mill Peters
Karen Williams and Frank Pisciotta
Marianne and Jim Porter
Quality Automotive
Mike Rogers
Nicole and Eric Sachse
Saturno Home Inspection
Brook Chabot and David Shaw
Carol and Jay Shaw
Sue Rae Irelan and Gordon Shaw
Judy Silar
John Sodergran
David H. Stanley
Carla and Thomas Stokes
David Stroud
Suzanne and Shaun Sullivan
Eben Swain
Brita Tryggvi and Art Takai
Marcy and Bob Thompson
Lorna and David Tirman
Judy and Bill Topolski
Sarah Trebilcock
Colombe and Blake Tresan
Ben Trustman
Robin and Phil Tucker
Cathy and David Valle
Linda and David VanderJagt
Barb and Dwight Walker
Meg McShannic and Dave Wallace
Nancy and Owens Wallis
Maureen and Paul Warmerdam
Irene L. and Claus Weit
Mary Lou and Gene Welch

Bill Wendin
Buff Wendt
Knute Anscomb and Peter Werbel
Andy Wertheim
Colleen and Paul Wilford
Nancy Wilkins
Judi Young
Louise and Jan Zabriskie
Zenith Sustainable Counsulting

Up to $99
Ed Ballman
Lori and Bob Belden
Sue Collins and Craig Bower
Hedi Burkhart
Martha Cirata
Patrick Clark
Kellie Cutler
Gayle Dana
Leeds Davis
Megan and Jason DeHerrera
Kathy and John Echols
Sharon and Jack Ekin
Elder Group Tahoe Real Estate
Rachel and Dennis Elste
Carol Eyre
Mike Finn
Marti and Neil Frantz
Irene Garvey
Connie and Skip Gast 
Anne and Dan Goeschl
Kathe and Rich Gresham
Maggie Hargrave and Keenan Hawkins
Teresa Crimmens and Michael Hunter
Ellie and Donald Hyatt
Johannsson Electric
Kelli Price Photography
Anna Klovstad
Jean and Andrew Lange
Talya Martin
Barbara and Gerald Meral 
Barclay Moore
Meredith and Charles Moore
Alice and Norm Nicholls
E. Lamar Parker
Promotional Concepts
Melissa and Shawn Pursel
Shelia and Chuck Reever
Rachel and Andy Rost
Nancy Shaeffer
Carol Meagher and Spin Shaffer
Heather Simon
Teri Smith
Straus Chin Family Fund
Lucetta Swift
Tahoe Mountain Sports
Cindy Thompson in memory of Mark 
Girard, Jr.
Kelly Turner
Ralph Vigil in memory of  
Mark Girard, Jr.
Nancy and Steve Wasserman
Vangela and Bret Wightman

We thank the following donors who made contributions since November 2016. They provide resources to fund  
solutions to protect, enhance and restore the Truckee River watershed. Together we are making a difference.

Dudek
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2018 is a busy year for us!  
10 restoration projects across the 
watershed are moving ahead to improve 
water quality, habitat, and resiliency of 
the natural system. 

In the Big Chief Corridor, which includes 
many sub-basins along Highway 89 
between Lake Tahoe and Truckee, we’re 
conducting archeology and botanical 
surveys to prepare for project design.  
We will also implement erosion control 

measures on 18 miles of dirt roads to 
reduce the amount of sediment flowing 
into nearby waterways.  

In Coldstream Canyon we’re designing 
several restoration projects to stabilize 
degraded stream channels, enhance 
wetland habitat, and reduce erosion  
from dirt roads. 

Construction continues at the Dry 
Creek Restoration project where we 
plan to restore a large meadow, repair 
an eroding streambank, and remove 
obsolete roads. Another project in the 
Dry Creek watershed will treat over  
100 acres of forest to increase resiliency 
to fire, disease, and climate change. 

Construction of the East Martis Creek 
Restoration project begins this summer 
to reduce erosion and sedimentation and  
improve water flow across the landscape. 

In Johnson Canyon we’re working to 
reduce erosion by decommissioning 
abandoned roads and improve habitat 
and water quality by decompacting  
and vegetating several sites. 

Near Sagehen Creek we’re restoring 
degraded fen (a type of wetland) and 
wetland habitat.

Vegetation monitoring and wetland 
delineation will be conducted as part  
of the pre-project monitoring for our 
Sardine Meadow Restoration project.  
This project will restore 350 acres of 
meadow that has been heavily impacted  
by the railroad, roads, and grazing. 

For more information about our work to protect 
the watershed, join us for a River Talk (see page 2).

Stream by Stream, Meadow by Meadow, Project by Project

The Truckee Meadows 
Restoration Project

Big Chief 
Corridor

Sardine 
Meadow
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Continued from page 1

3. Stream Crossing Stabilized 

Problem: The stream that was fed by the 
meadow had been redirected and forced 
to flow along a road, causing erosion  
and impaired water quality.

Restoration Action: We returned the 
channel to its natural alignment and built 
a sustainable crossing for the road.

Result: The stream’s new alignment 
has enhanced its seasonal drainage 
and prevented sediment from reaching 
the Truckee River, leading to improved 
conditions for fish and bugs.

The aerial photo above indicates the 
best locations from which to view each 
phase of the project. 

Project Partners: Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency, Town of Truckee, Truckee Donner 
Land Trust, Truckee Donner Public Utility District, Truckee-Donner Recreation and Park 
District, Truckee Sanitary District, Truckee Tahoe Airport District 

All partners provided funding. Additional funding came from Donors of the Truckee River Watershed Council, 
California Department of Conservation, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Community Foundation of 
Western Nevada – Truckee River Fund, Lahontan Community Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
and Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation. 

For more information, contact Matt at 530.550.8760, 6#
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