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Background 
 Commenced in 2010 
 One way to meet goals and desired condition of the 

Coordinated Watershed Management Strategy of the 
Truckee River 

“Preventing new introductions of invasive  
and non-native species.” 
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Why Should We Care about Weeds? 
 Last 200 yrs - Noxious weed species  in California 

native habitats throughout the Tahoe National Forest 
within the Truckee River watershed. 

 
 Shift in the species diversity and composition: 

 Potential for a decrease in quality of wildlife habitat and 
ecological value to native wildlife species 

 Decrease in soil stability = increased sediment runoff 
and erosion  

 Decrease in value to recreational users 
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Non-Native Invasive Plant = 
Weed, Invasive Plant and Noxious Weed 
 Weed – plant growing where not desired 

 
 Noxious weed – Legal term assigned by California Department of 

Food and Agriculture – invasive species that threaten agriculture, 
general public and our environment. Landowners required to control 
noxious weeds on their property. 
 

 Invasive plant – non-native plant invades native habitats 
 Key: fairly new problem in the Truckee River watershed; we need to act 

NOW (Ex: Yellow Starthistle)  
 

 “Many of the noxious weeds in the Lake Tahoe region are in the early 
stages of infestation, which means we have a chance to get rid of them. 
We can work together to prevent weed infestations from spreading.” Source: 
LTBWCG brochure, Invasive Weeds - Controlling Your Noxious Neighbors (First inside fold – light green Oxeye daisy page) 
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NON-NATIVE INVASIVE PLANTS IN 
OUR NATIVE HABITAT 

Canada thistle 

Boca Weed Pull Day 2012 
Musk Thistle 
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Weed Warrior Mission 

 Coordinate activities necessary for the prevention 
and control of non-native invasive plants  
 

 Focus on exclusion, detection, containment and 
eradication of non-native invasive plants 
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Weed Warrior Goals 
 Participate in on-the-ground efforts to eradicate non-native 

invasive plants 
 
 Report to, and communicate, with partners 

 
  Educate the public about non-native invasive plants 

(identification and prevention) 
 

 Appoint and manage a Steering Committee  
 
 Collaborate with staff and volunteers to implement these goals 
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Calendar of Events for 2013 
 Work Days (weed pulls) 
 Weed Walks 
 Vouchering 
 Weed ID Workshop 
 Information Booths (Truckee Thursdays & others) 
 Truckee River Day October 20 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP 
LEARN AND REPORT YOUR WEEDS TO TRWC 
BECOME A WEED SPOTTER 
BECOME A WEED VERIFIER 
VOLUNTEER WORK DAYS (WEED PULLS AND 
RESEED) 
SPREAD THE WORD 
 
THANK YOU! 
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