
Truckee River Milfoil Removal
Leaders: Nicole Cartwright, Deborah Urich, Kathy Whitlow 
Volunteers: 45

There is a significant population of Eurasian milfoil in the 
Truckee River, starting just below Lake Tahoe. Eurasian 
milfoil outcompetes native plants and affects the aquatic 
ecosystem. In partnership with the Tahoe Resource 
Conservation District, a group of volunteers from our 
Green Bucks partners, PlumpJack Squaw Valley Inn and 
Tahoe Mountain Resorts Lodging, assisted with this effort.

Donner Lake Boat Ramp Erosion Control
Leaders: Jamie Adams, Shana Behan, Shelley Harris, Jake Hudson, 
Jim Schmidt 
Volunteers: 25

The land next to the Donner Lake Boat Ramp at the west 
end of the lake has severely eroded. Volunteers cleaned  
up the area, planted native plants, mulched the site,  
and rocked some areas for erosion control. 
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Many Hands Are Needed to Restore Our Watershed 
We had more than 450 volunteers at our 19th annual Truckee River Day!

Johnson Canyon Restoration 
Leaders: Sara Taddo Jones, Mike Wolf 
Volunteers: 10

Johnson Canyon is a key tributary to Donner Lake. The 
watershed is steep and naturally erosive with a long history 
of land use, including logging and grazing. Volunteers 
mulched, revegetated, and worked on decommissioning  
a trail in an area where a restoration project took place  
this past summer. (See page 3 for more details.)
Continues on page 4

truckee river Milfoil removal

           Donner Lake Boat Ramp Erosion Control
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Phone: 530-550-8760 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 8568 
Truckee, CA 96162
Street Address: 
10418 Donner Pass Road, Suite B 
Truckee, CA
info@truckeeriverwc.org 
www.truckeeriverwc.org

COORDINATING COMMITTEE
Richard Anderson  
Chair, Truckee River Basin Water Group
John Eaton 
Vice Chair, Truckee River Basin Water Group
David Lass 
Chair, Projects and Assessments Committee
Robie Litchfield 
Chair, Truckee River Day  
Steering Committee
Joanne Roubique 
Chair, Watershed Issues Forum
Jacqui Zink 
Vice Chair, Projects and Assessments 
Committee 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Organizations are for identification  
purposes only
Jeff Brown 
UC Berkeley, Sagehen Creek Field Station
Gayle Dana, Secretary 
Desert Research Institute
Marilyn Disbrow
John M. Eaton
Dave Giacomini 
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Jake Hudson, Chair 
Holdrege & Kull
Lauren O Brien 
Shift – Strategic Business Consulting Services
Michael Park, Vice Chair
Jody Poe 
Media Recruiters
Deb Ryan, Treasurer  
Holdrege & Kull 
Gail Stephens 
Happily retired

STAFF
Phoenix Anthony  
Office Manager & Conservation Assistant
Erin Casey  
Director of Land Use Compatibility
Beth Christman  
Director of Restoration Programs
Jeannette Halderman  
Program Manager
Michele Prestowitz 
Development Manager
Eben Swain  
Conservation Assistant 
Suzie Tarnay  
Conservation Assistant 
Lisa Wallace  
Executive Director
Kathy Whitlow  
Green Bucks Program Manager

T r u c k e e  r i v e r  c u r r e n t s
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Become an Ambassador
One of the best ways you can help us is by spreading 
the word. We’re looking for individuals who can invite 
10 people to a River Talk to learn more about our 
watershed. The River Talk is a one-hour virtual tour  
of a few of our projects. 
To become an Ambassador, call Michele at  
530-550-8760 x4. 

Join Adopt-A-Stream 
Chemical, Physical, and Habitat Monitoring
Join Adopt-A-Stream and commit to monitoring  
a stream four times a year, May through September.  
We provide training and equipment. 
To join a team or adopt a stream, call Erin at  
530-550-8760 x7.
Biological Aquatic Monitoring
Collect and identify benthic macroinvertebrates 
(aquatic bugs and organisms) from local streams.  
The types of bugs found in a stream are strong 
indicators of water quality. Volunteers participate  
in lab sessions twice a month each winter. 
To volunteer, call Beth at 530-550-8760 x1.

River-Friendly Landscaping
River-Friendly Landscaping helps homeowners  
improve water quality by reducing sediment flowing 
from our yards into the creeks and streams. 
Call Erin today to schedule a FREE site evaluation:  
530-550-8760 x7.

Become a Weed Warrior
Weed Warriors prevent and control invasive weeds  
in the Truckee River watershed. 
To become a Weed Warrior, call Jeannette at  
(530) 550-8760 x6.

3 Steps to Volunteer with the TRWC
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A volunteer plants vegetation at the Coldstream 
Ponds restoration site

Step 1	 Sign up for our E-newsletter,  
Truckee River Currents.

Step 2	 Find a program you’re interested in 
and RSVP to the staff member. 

Step 3	 Mark your calendar. 
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•	 Reduction of 100 tons of sediment per year  
will improve water quality in our watershed.

•	 Creation of wildlife habitat will provide shelter 
and a diversity of plant species to foster wildlife.

•	 Removal and prevention of invasive weeds  
will allow native vegetation to flourish. 

•	 Conservation of water by planting native, 
drought tolerant plant species will make yards 
more resilient during droughts.

•	 Integration of Defensible Space practices  
will protect against fire.

Project Update: Johnson Canyon
Johnson Canyon is a key tributary to Donner Lake. It has been 
impacted by waves of human use—from grazing to the construction  
of Interstate 80 to logging to wildfires. These historical land uses added 
to water quality problems within the larger Truckee River drainage.  
During rain or snow events, massive amounts of sediment eroded  
from Johnson Canyon into Donner Lake via Gregory Creek. 

The Truckee River Watershed Council, in partnership with the  
Truckee Donner Land Trust, completed restoration work in Johnson 
Canyon in August of this year.

The restoration work took place in the eastern half of the watershed.  
The project reconnected natural drainage patterns to reduce erosion,  
improve water quality, restore habitat, and provide recreational access. 

The result is an improvement for water quality, wildlife, and recreation!

Thank you to the donors of the Truckee River Watershed Council,  
California Department of Water Resources, Bella Vista Foundation,  
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation, and the Community Foundation  
of Western Nevada Truckee River Fund.

For more information, contact Beth Christman at 530-550-8760 x1.

A highly erosive site (top) was addressed during project construction, 
and is now filled in with soil and seeded with native vegetation (bottom).

Funding for River-Friendly Landscaping has been provided 
in full or in part through an agreement with the State 
Water Resources Control Board and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency under the Federal Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Control Program (Clean Water Act Section 319).  

For more information, contact Erin Casey at  
530-55-8760 x7.

100
Tons of sediment reduced per year

597
Site evaluations

400
Erosion control treatments

62
Yards are river-friendly
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Alder Creek Tree Protection
Leaders: John Brokaw, Ashly Kula 
Volunteers: 50

Alder Creek provides important riparian habitat for wildlife,  
including beavers. To protect selected stands of aspens from beavers, 
volunteers painted the tree trunks with a mixture including sand.  
This discourages beavers from eating the painted trees while still 
leaving plenty of food. 

Tahoe Donner Tree Planting
Leaders: Bill Houdyschell and Tahoe Donner Forestry Staff 
Volunteers: 15

Restoration work was completed in the greenbelt of Tahoe Donner 
near Donner Ridge, in an area that burned several years ago.  
Tahoe Donner has been working to restore the landscape.  
Volunteers planted conifer trees to help promote reforestation. 

Martis Valley Boardwalk Installation 
Leaders: Jim Herzman, Tamara Anderson 
Volunteers: 5

The trails that run through Martis Valley go through several wet 
meadows. In partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
Northstar Community Services District, TRWC installed a series of 
boardwalks to prevent damage to these sensitive habitats. Volunteers 
helped to maintain and repair one of these boardwalks. 	

 Waddle Ranch Habitat Protection
Leaders: Karyn Erickson, Kevin Starr 
Volunteers: 15

The eastern side of Martis Valley is home to meadows, springs, creeks, 
and other native habitat. In order to manage recreation, volunteers 
cleared brush on a trail that will provide recreational access without 
damaging natural resources. 

Prosser Creek Spawning Restoration 
Leaders: David Lass, Robie Litchfield, Karen Sessler, Dan Sayler, Sarah Trebilcock, 
Fred Zabell, Sam Zabell 
Volunteers: 55

Prosser Creek is an important spawning area for fish in the Truckee 
River watershed. However, Prosser Dam blocks the movement of 
critical material such as spawning gravel. Volunteers, including many 
from Trout Unlimited, placed appropriately sized gravels in the 
streambed to improve habitat for fish. Volunteers from the Sodegren 
Memorial group planted willows, performed erosion control, and 
consolidated user-created trails. 

truckee river day	
Continued from page 1

ALDer CREEK tree protection

Donner Lake Boat Ramp Erosion Control
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Lakeside Campground Erosion Control
Leaders: John Eaton, Sue Lowder, Kim Nolan, Michele Prestowitz, Paul Smith, 
Kathy Tallant, Susi Urie, Bill Wendin 
Volunteers: 160

The Lakeside Campground at Prosser Lake is immediately next  
to the water. Volunteers helped revegetation on closed off areas by 
raking seeds and mulch, scattering seeds, and mulching areas.  
High school students from Truckee High and the Squaw Valley 
Academy participated at this site. 

Donner Camp – Prosser Connector Revegetation
Leaders: Brian Hastings, Dan Warren 
Volunteers: 10

A trail segment between the Donner Camp and the Prosser Lakeview 
neighborhood was re-routed by the U.S. Forest Service and Truckee 
Trails Foundation. The abandoned trail segment ran right next to 
Alder Creek and was causing erosion problems. Volunteers closed  
the old trail by planting willows, seeding and mulching. 

Martis Valley Milfoil Surveys
Leaders: Erin Casey, Jeff Glazner, Jeannette Halderman, Eben Swain 
Volunteers: 15

Eurasian milfoil is a harmful, invasive aquatic plant that is becoming 
established in the Truckee River and other tributaries in the watershed. 
To effectively get rid of this species, we need to gain an understanding 
of where populations are located and how widespread they are. 
Volunteers surveyed several reaches of Martis Creek and mapped 
milfoil populations. 

Martis Wildlife Area Trail
Leaders: Phoenix Anthony, Leora Sapi, Jacqui Zink 
Volunteers: 20	

Martis Wildlife Area is a very popular walking area, especially the  
user-created Martis Creek Trail. Problems arose because this trail  
was not properly located or built. Starting in 2004, volunteers have 
worked to re-route the trail away from the fragile creek banks.  
In 2014, volunteers performed maintenance on both the new  
and old trails. 

Boca Townsite Erosion Control
Leaders: Mike Cartmill, Morgan Goodwin, Garrett McCullough,  
Rachel McCullough 
Volunteers: 35

This summer, a fire took place near Boca Reservoir starting from 
the historic Boca Townsite. The area is fairly steep and vulnerable to 
erosion. In partnership with the U.S. Forest Service, volunteers seeded 
the project area with native seeds, and mulched with pine needles  
to control erosion and prevent weeds from moving into the area.  
This will help improve water quality. 

Thank you to the donors of the Truckee River Watershed Council, 
Northstar California and Epic Promise, and the Truckee Donner 
Chamber of Commerce for their support of Truckee River Day.

For more information on our Truckee River Day projects, contact  
Beth Christman at 530-550-8760 x1.

	 Martis Valley Milfoil Surveys

Donner Lake Boat Ramp Erosion Control
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$1,000 – $2,500
Balance Hydrologics, Inc.
Chris Beckstead and Richard Chew 
Habitat Restoration Sciences,  
   a Dudek company
The Integrity Coach
Koons Family Fund
Mary E. Reilley and James Krieg 
Joanne Roubique
Sodergren Memorial Group
Wiesner Nature Endowment Fund

$500 – $999
Richard Anderson
Dagny and John Borcich 
Ann Burchill and Dennis Kundsin 
John Franzia
Barbara Green
Lauri and Bob Heath 
Greg Hovorka
Jane and Ron Jenny 
Kayley Jones 
Law Offices of Thomas S. Archer
Aline and John Moran 
Mountain Home Center
Margaret Paine
SCO Planning & Engineering Inc.
Lorna Lee Smart 
Suzanne and Harry Smith
Jeanette and Andrew Terry
Lynne and Ken Weakley 
Helen Wolfe 
Lisa and Doug Wright 

$100 – $499
Anonymous
Alisa and Luca Adriani 
Ann and Bruce Ajari 
Kaitlin Backlund and Ron Hunter 
Jon Baiocchi 
Gina and Kern Barta 
Paquita Bath and Allen Rosenfeld 
Judie and Bill Beaty 
Heather Beckman 
Bob Bell
Katie and Ryan Benty 
Jerry Blackwill 
Patti and Gary Boxeth 
Julie Bradley
Susan Brady
Linda and David Brown 
Anne Marie and Jack Bruner
Andrew Buckley and Scott Helle 
Susan Burt
Pat Callahan
Barb and Rod Carpenter
Carmen Carr
Hale and Don Carr
Brooke Chabot and David Shaw 
Colleen and Art Chapman 

Dorothy and Don Christman
Mary and Kevin Clark 
Mary Ellen Clifford
Matthew Cohen 
Dianne and Brent Collinson 
Wanda and Jeff Cotton 
Paul Cushing
Merritt E. Cutten 
Dairy Queen
Lauren and Megan Darzynkiewicz  
   & Jordan and Ian Whitlow 
Carole and Dwight Davenport 
Warren Davis
Patty and John Dean 
Nancy and Henry DeNero 
Paige Derdowski and Kelley Carroll 
Sharon and Mike Dixon 
Seana Doherty and Perry Norris 
Theresa May and Geno Duggan 
Kathleen Eagan and Jim Duffy in    
   honor of Nancy and Rick Holliday
Virginia Eaton in honor of John Eaton
Kathy and John Echols 
Pamela and John Eisele 
Alison and Desmond Elder 
Mayumi Elegado and  
   Jose Marie Cremer 
John Ellis
Judy and Terry Erhardt 
Jennifer and Dan Ferguson
Philip Forsberg
Valerie Forte 
Scott Foster, M.D.
Jim Gaither
Chiara and Ron Gajar 
Paula Ganley and Bob Gales
Glow Salon
Sara and Bill Goerke 
Jeann and Norm Green 
Mike Griesmer
Marcia and Charles Growdon 
Jae Gustafson
Jeneine and Curtis Gustafson 
Jerusha and Jason Hall –  
   Hall Tree Company
Catherine and Jason Hansford 
Carolyn and Dick Holke 
Michael Holley
Amy Horne and David Fenimore 
Bill Houdyschell
Christine Howey in honor of  
   Kaley Jones
Dot and Paul Ingels and Family
Nancy and Jerry Ives 
Jacinto Mortgage Group
Karen and Tom Johns 
Karen Justesen 
JVP Communications
Micki Kelly and Mike Josselyn 

Julie Kern 
Dorine and Steve Kohn 
Sandy Korth
Kris Kuyper
Lynne and Gaylan Larson 
Susan Levitsky
Carol and Paco Lindsay
Laurel and Tom Lippert 
Beence and John Loomis 
Sally Lyon 
Judy Mayorga
Ann McBride and Mike Dunsford 
Phyllis and Rick McConn 
Lynn and Donald McKechnie 
Laura and Guy Mohun
Meredith and Charles Moore
Linda and Peter Morris 
Barbara and Eddie Mozen 
MPLA
Kim Nolan and Mike Wolf 
Lois and Frank Noonan
Hideko Numayama and  
   James Manley 
Sara and Ted Owens 
Dennis Pagones
Patagonia
Sharon and Doug Praetzel
Michele and Chummy Prestowitz 
Paula Rachuy and Matt MacKenzie 
Suzanne and Jerry Riessen 
Steve Riess
Elaine and Eric Ring 
Jennifer and Bill Rock 
Michelle Roias in honor of John Eaton
Wendy and Bill Rudolph 
Deb Ryan
Laura and Mike Ryan 
Nicole and Eric Sachse 
San Francisco Fly Casting Club in   
   memory of Dorothy and John Crook
Stefan Schuster
Sidney and John Scott Family
Katie and John Shaffer 
Kate Sproul and Michael Paparian 
Cindy and David Stanley 
Andrew Strain
Molly Stuart and Tony Hardy
TahoeStaff
Patti and Jim Telling 
Mary Alice and William Thauvette 
Jessica Thompson and Kenny  
   and Zac Blum 
Lorna and David Tirman 
Colombe and Blake Tresan 
Truckee River Winery
Cathy and David Valle 
Margaret Ann and Ken Wallace 
Mary Lou and Gene Welch 
Bill Wendin

Wildscape Engineering Services
Colleen and Paul Wilford 
Nancy Wilkins
Karen Williams and Frank Pisciotta 
Susan Williams 
Jenny and Andy Wilson 
Marty and Brad Woods 
Louise and Jan Zabriskie 

Up to $99
Anonymous
Sue and Craig Bower 
Stephanie Bright 
Jean and Greg Brooks
Coralie and Joe Burgess 
Hedi Burkhart in honor  
   of McCoy Hudson
Stacy and Christian Caldwell  
   in honor of Phyllis McConn
J.P. Clark, Jr.
J.P. Clark, Jr. in memory  
   of Justin J. Clark
Larry Colton 
Coronado Construction
Gayle L. Dana
Sue and Kevin Drake 
Dianne Fix
Food Feedback
Kathe and Rich Gresham 
Nadia Guerriero and Aaron Silverman 
Reid Hamilton
Sonja Harris 
Peggy Headley
Kathrin and Bill Hudson 
Ellie and Donald Hyatt
Leanna Jacuzzi and Brad Thomas 
Sara and Greg Jones 
Hannah and Maggie Krieg 
Pamela and Lewis Lambert
Tamara and Stephen Lieberman 
Carol Meagher and Spin Shaffer 
Barbara and Gerald Meral
Kristi and Garry Morgan 
Lynn and Bill Newhall 
E. Lamar Parker
Victoria Paul and Elizabeth Garties 
Joy and Jim Phoenix 
Carol and John Schaake 
Geoff Schladow
Irene and Francis Schneller 
Catherine Schnurrenberger
Karen Sessler and Fred Zabell 
Deb and Tim Stansell
Heather and John Svahn 
Lucetta Swift
Sarah Trebilcock
Peter Van Zant
Meredith Watson and Louis Raso 
Kathy and Glenn Whitlow

Donors to the Truckee River Watershed Council
We thank the following donors who made contributions since November 2013. They provide resources to find solutions to protect, enhance and restore 
the Truckee River watershed. Together we are making a difference. (Please see page 7 for pledges to the Together for the Truckee Society.)

T r u c k e e  r i v e r  c u r r e n t s

If we missed or misidentified you or your organization, please let us know: 530-550-8760 x4.
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The TRWC’s 20th Anniversary  
Year Is Approaching!

2015 is our 20th Anniversary and  
we’d like to spotlight volunteers who have  

grown up with us…

Do you have pictures of anyone “growing up”  
with the TRWC? We’d love to see them and hear  

your stories! Please contact Phoenix at  
panthony@truckeeriverwc.org.

donors
Protect the Watershed – 
$10,000 a year for 5 years
Anonymous
Epic Promise/ Northstar California
Tahoe Mountain Resorts    
   Environmental Fund
The Martis Fund
Cathy and Tom Van Berkem

Protect the River – 
$5,000 a year for 5 years
San Francisco Fly Casting Club
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows

Restore a Stream –
$1,000 a year for 5 years
Anonymous
Balance Hydrologics, Inc.
Alison Bermant
Anne and George Birdsong
Cabona’s
Georgine Casella
Betsy Cole
Theresa and Richard Crocker Fund
Nancy Cushing
Ellen and Joffa Dale 
Marilyn and Steve Disbrow 
Kathleen Eagan and Jim Duffy 
Elizabeth and John Eaton
Joann Ellero and Andrew Pasternak   
   & Kathleen Halat and John Hillstrom
Lesa and Greg Faulkner
Faerthen Felix and Jeff Brown
FiftyFifty Brewing Company
Penny and Bob Fink
Karolyn and Dick Gander
Nancy and Max Gisko
Colleen and David Haig
Pam and Tom Hobday
Debbie and Michael Hogan
Julia and Scott Hover-Smoot
Hydro Restoration
Integrated Environmental    
   Restoration Services

The donors below pledged a minimum of $1,000 a year for five years  
toward the long-term sustainablity of the Truckee River Watershed Council. 
They’re members of the Together for the Truckee Society. We deeply 
appreciate their confidence in our restoration and protection projects.

If we missed or misidentified you or your organization, please let us know: 530-550-8760 x7.

Interior Design by Julie  
   Johnson-Holland 
Jones Corda Construction
Glennis and John Jones
Joan and Russ Jones
Lisa and Michael Krueger
Lahontan Golf Club
Barbara and Ed Larson
Carol and Bill Leimbach
Margaret Lewicki and  
   Ernie Grossman
Robie and Dean Litchfield
Christney and Bill McGlashan 
Don McLaughlin
Mountain Hardware and Sports
NSM Construction
Lauren OBrien and Steven Poncelet 
Daphne Palmer and  
   Laurence Heifetz
Marti and Michael Park
Kathryn and John Rohlf
Joanne Roubique
Chris Ryman
Michael Sabarese
Sue Sage
Lauren Schaake and Jake Hudson
Sue and John Sorensen
Jody and Bill Sterling
Sarah Swan and Eric Brown
Tahoe Oral Surgery and  
   Implant Center
Tahoe Truckee Fly Fishers
Teichert/Stonebridge Properties
Kristi and Chris Thompson
Alex Tolger
Truckee River Winery
Truckee-Tahoe Lumber Co.
Lisa Wallace and Family
Ward-Young Architecture  
   & Planning
Trinkie Watson
Kathy and David Welch Fund
Gisela and Ron Zech
Janet and Chuck Zipkin
Diane and Bill Zuendt

Sam Zabel  

2001,  

2006, and  

2013

W IN  T e r  2014
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A  SPECIAL        T H ANKS  
Thank you to these public agencies for providing grants or cost sharing on restoration projects:

Truckee Wetlands 
Restoration Project 
The Truckee Wetlands Restoration Project 
will reconnect historical wetlands. The project 
starts from the general area of Cottonwood 
Restaurant on Old Brockway Road, moves  
east and north toward the old Town of  
Truckee Corporation Yard, and ends at  
the Truckee River. 

The wetlands within this fragmented complex 
are not fully functioning. They are degraded; 
the streams were moved off their original 
alignment, culverts were poorly installed, 
storm water runoff and erosion have not been 
addressed, and buildings, roads and parking  
lots were incorrectly sited.

The Truckee River Watershed Council began a partnership with 
willing land managers and property owners to restore and reclaim 
these wetlands.  

The diagram shows the conceptual design for the first phase  
of the project. In addition to restoring the wetland’s soils, plants, 
surface and ground water connections, the project will include  
a walking path and interpretive signs.

Thank you to the following funders: donors of the Truckee River  
Watershed Council, the Community Foundation of Western Truckee  
River Fund, the Town of Truckee, the Truckee Donner PUD,  
and California Resources Agency.

For more information, contact Jeannette Halderman at  
530-550-8760 x6.

Truckee Wetlands Concept Plan


